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TRAVELS
THROUGH THE

INTERIOR PARTS

O F

AMERICA.

LETTER XLII.

Cambridge, in Neiv Englandf

Ncv. 17, 1777.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

IN military operations, the conqueror is

delighted to honor the good condu6l

and bravery of the defeated, not only by

the fecrct approbation of his own heart,

which induces him to refpe T: a gallant be-

haviour, even in an enemy, but becaufe his

Vol. II. B ambition
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a INTERIOR TRAVELS

ambition is agreeably flattered by the" con-

queft o| thaff who had rendered thepFi-

felves formidable by their bravery and

no doubt but from thefe motives, General

Gates being fully fenfible of the mortifica-

tion attending our reverfe of fortune, and

not wifliing to add any circumflance that

might aggravate our prefent calamity, kept

his/ army ..within their camp during the

time we were piling up our arms, that they

might not be fpe<5tators of ia humiliating a

fcene.

Our fituation, although unfortunate, is

not the firft inftance of an army's capi-

tulating, witnefs the convention at Clofter-

hauven, which was fo fhamefully broke ^.

and if you look farther back into hiftory,

you wiU find, thatexa6tly a century ago,

the army under the Duke of Saxe Eyfenack,

which had been confiderably weakened by

the lofTes and fatigues of the caii\p.aig^>

was under the neceflity of furrenderin^ t^

the
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the Marflial de Crcqui, who granted a

pafTport, conceived in very humble terms

to the Duke of Saxe Eyfenack, allowing

him permifTion to pafs with his army by a

particular route, and all the officers,

troopers, and common foldiers of the

French army, were exprefTly forbid to otter

the leaft injury or infult, either to the

Duke or his army, in their return to Ger-

many.

In this latter point General Gates imi-

tated the Marflial, for after we had piled

up our arms and our march was fettled, as

we palled the American army, throughout

the whole of them I did not obferve the

leaft difrefpe6l, or even a taunting look,

but all was mute aftoniflimcnt and pity

—

and it gave us no little pleafure to find that

the antipathy fo long ftiewn us was con-

figned to oblivion, elevated to that tixat-

ment which the authorized maxims and

practices of war enjoin, civil deportment

B 2 to
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to a captured enemy, unfuUied with tlit

exulting air of vi6lors.

For want of the advantages of an imme-

diate, exacl, and regular communication

with the fouthern army, ill fuccefs has been

the confequence. The fad event of our

expedition evinces the neceflity of confiding

the plan of war to a General, who might

improve every conjunclure by changing

difcretionally the route and fpecies of the

war. If our Commander's orders had been

general, and not fuch abfolute ones as could

not be varied from, (of which he made us

acquainted on the morning of our furren-

der) he would not have been under the ne-

cefTity of engaging the King's army in any

. hazardous attempt, as he might have re-

crofTed the liudfon's, and changed the war

to the defenfive.

People are very apt to draw conclufions

from what they think ought to be, and

form
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form fyftems which circumftances mufl

alter. No doubt but it will be generally

thought in England, as we had reduced

Ticonderoga, and had only twenty-five

miles to Albany, the place of our intended

deftination, it was eafy to accomplifli it,

without confidering the delays and impe-

diments we have met with. This hafty

kind of do6lrine you muft often have been

witnefs to, from the fpirited hopes and ex-

pectation of our national feelings.

Our melancholy cataftrophe will be a

caution to others in power, in their direc-

tions to.aGeneralj this expedition appears

to have been planned by thofe, who, fitting

in their clofets, with a map before them,

ridiculoufly expe6l the movements of

an army to keep pace with their rapid

ideas, not only direfting general opera-

tions, but particular movements of a cam-

paign, carried on through a country in in-

terior defarts, and at a diilance of three

B 3 thoufand
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thoufand miles, without allowing the Ge-

neral who is to conduft that army, to be

invef^ed with powers for changing the mode

of war, as circumftances may occur.

It was Tiniverfaily underftood through-

out the army, that the objeft of our ex-

pedition was to efFe6l a junftion with that

under General Howe, and by fuch means

become mailers of the Hudfon's river,

dividing the northern from the fouthern

provinces. You can eafily conceive the

aftonifhment it occafioned, when we were

informed that General Howe's army had

gone to Philadelphia, and it was the more

increafed, as we could not form to ourfelves

any idea how fuch a ftep would facilitate^

or eiFe6t a jun6lion.

It is natural to fuppofe, when two

armies are to meet, that the northern one

would advance to the fouthward, and the

fouthern to the northward ; or if they are

to
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to meet ahy where about the center be-

tween each, that they would fet out in

thofe direclions, much about the fame

time. But it fliould feem that thofe who

have the dire6lion at home of the armies

upon this Continent, defpifmg fuch fimple

and natural means of effecting a junftion,

difpatch the army at New York further

fouth, and fend the army from Canada in

the fame diredlion, that if both continued

their courfe till doomfday, it would be im-

polTible to meet. I am too much afraid

thofe at the head of -affairs too implicitly

credited every report, and are continually

led away by the falfe information of men

who are interefted in the deception, and

ai*e profiting by tlie common calamities of

England and America. '^ ")'! b? •
.'

r

The courage, refolation and patience of

the army in enduring the hardfliips of the

campaign in general, but more particularly

the conclufion of it, mufl fully refute an

B 4 invidious
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invidious charge of foreigners in general,

particularly the French, that the Enghfh

are unfit for the hardihips of war, and

though brave and intrepid in the field, are

not capable of enduring fatigue, without

the conveniencies of life.

Throughout the whole campaign, the

men had not a morfel of bread, but mixed

up their flour into cakes, and baked them

upon a ftone before a firej very feldom

fpirits to cheer them after fatiguing days,

in clearing away the woods for encamp-

ments, repairing roads, and confl:ru6ling

bridges
J feldom frefh provifions^ fcanty

and miferable as the allowance to a foldier

is, it was reduced to half its quantity on

the 3d of October. After the a6tion of the

19th of September, the men continually

flept with their accoutrements on, and after

the ^6lipn on the ,7th, never had a tent to

fhelter them from the h^avy and almolt

incefTant rains that fell from that tim? till

th?
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the convention, without the refrefliment of

fpirits during this period ; and after our

arrival at Saratoga, debarred of that very

cflential to the health and convenience of

troops, water, although clofc to a fine

rivulet, it being at the hazard of life, in

the dav time, to get any, from the number

of riflemen the enemy had polled in trees,

and at night the men were prevented, as

they were fure to be taken prifoners, if

they attempted it. All the water that the

army was fupplied with was from a very

muddy fpnng, and what they could get out

of the holes the cattle made with their feet

;

by way of luv.ury, and to render their pro-

vifionsmore palateable, when it rained hard,

the men ufcd to catch it iii their caps, to

mix with their flour. ' "" ' •
-

Officers in general fared the fame as the

foldiers, mofl: of them young campaigners,

and not fo provident of their liquors, rely-

ing upon a frefli fupply tliat was following

the
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the arniy. This was the only time in life

I found money of little ufe : how deceived

we are in our opinion, that it conilitutes

nil our happinefs !—I w:as not the oUly one

who, when drenching wet and fhivering

with cold, would have given a guinea for a

glafs of any fpirit.

gfiOneday I thought fortune had pointed

Me out as one of her favorites^ for ray fer-

v^t came and informed me he had met

with a woman who had half a pint of

New England rum to difpofe of, but (he

would not part with it under a guinea.

i haftened him back for it, left any one

Ihould offer the woman more, which I was

fenfible would be the cafe, if known. 1

would myfelf have giventreblefor half the

quantity, being apprehenfive of an ague,

from being continually in wet cloaths, and

expofed day and night to all weathers.

You will not accufe me of a churlifh dif-

poiition, but when I obtained the rum,

M neceiTity,
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necefiity, contrary to inclination, rendered

me cxti'emely lb.

Upon our arrival at Saratoga, three com-

panies of our regiment, one of which

was that I belong to, were polled in a

fmall redoubt, clofe to the creek j our fitu-

ation was by no means capable of making

any great defence, but merely to obferve if

the enemy pafled the creek in any force

:

had they attempted it, we were to have kept

up a firing during their crofling, then to

have abandoned our flation, and joined the

main body of the army. This poft was a

fmall fquare redoubt, conftru6ted with logs

breaft high, and the only flielter afforded

to the ti'oops was from thofe angles which

faced the enemy, as the others were {"o

expofed, that we had feveral men killed and

wounded in the redoubt by the riflemen,

who were pofted in trees j we could dif-

cern them every morning at day-break,

taking their fituations upon the mofl lofty

trees
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trees they met with, by which means they

commanded fome of the interior parts of

the redoubt. Our fituation was fuch, that

a man rifqued his hfe if he ventured in the

day time to look over the works; and to

convince you how fure thefe men are of

hitting their mark, the foldiers, out of de-

rifion, would hoiil up a cap upon a ftick

over the works, when inflantly there would

be one or two fiiot fired at it, and as many

holes through it. I have ken a cap that

has been perforated with three balls. We
certainly could have diilodged fuch trouble-

fome neighbours, or prevented their afcend=

ing the trees, but we had orders not to fire,

as it might bring on a ikirmifhing attack,

whilfl the enemy were meditating another

of greater importance. .
:.

The men were fo harrailed and fatigued

with continually fitting and lying on the

ground, all huddled in a fmall compafs,

that three days before the convention took

place,
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place, they complained to the Captain who

commanded, that they were not permitted

to fire upon the enemy, whereby tliey could

obtain more eafe, and therefore ought to be

reUeved, and they received for anfwer, when

night came on it fhould be mentioned to the

General. The Captain dcfired me to go

to head-quarters, and when I arrived there,

I found they paitook of the hardfhips in

common, for the three Genenals had juJl

laid down on their matti-afles, having only

an oil-lkin to cover them from the weatlier;

the Aid-de-Camps were fitting round a fire-

J went up to your old acquaintance, Noble^

of the 47th regiment, as being known to

him, and related the purport of my .bufi-

cefs, which he i^^imediately communicated

to General Phillips. While he was fpeak-

ii:ig, I am fure I Ihiall never forget the

^agerntfs and anxiety depi6led in General

Eurgoyne's countenance, when he ftarted

from his flumber, haftily enquiring wliac

.was the matter. General Phillips informed

him
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him it was a trifling bufmefs about relieving

a poil, when he lay down again to refrefh

his wearied fpirits, appearing almoil ex-

haufled by a continual ilate of agitation.

After receiving an anfwer that the pofl

fhould be relieved, I returned to the re-

doubt. The men anxioufly expe6led it,

but were greatly difappointed by the ap-

pearance of day-break, as knowing no re-

lief could arrive then, and that they had

another day's vexation to encounter from

thefe rifle-men. It was with the greateft

difficulty the officers could prevent the men

from firing at them, and this only with a

promife that they fhould have permiffion,

if they were not relieved at night. Per-

haps you Vv^lll fay, the foldiers had reafon

for complaint, for many of them, by being

kept in fuch a confined fituation, were fo

cramped, that they could fcarcely walk

but we were relieved at laft.

During
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During the time I was ported In this

redoubt, Lieutenant Smith, of the aitillcr)%

came one evening to fee me, and upon my

^dating our diftrefs as to liquors, d.fired

me to fend my fervant to him the next

night, and he would fend me a cafe bottle

of rum. I now thought fortune was heap-

ing favors on me, but to fhew you what

a fickle creature fhe is, when 1 fent my
fervant the next evening, inftead of return-

ing with the comfort I was promifmg ray-

felf from fuch an acquifition, he brought

me amelTage, that Mr. Smith was extremely

foiry he could not fulfil his promife, as a

cannon fhot had, in the courfe of the daj,

gone through his canteen, and demoliflicd

eveiy thing in it.

The day before the convention took

place, I was compelled to acquiefce in an

aclion that diftrefled my feelings much, in

making away with the little colt that my
mare had dropped, as my fei*\ant told me

it
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it would weaken my mare, that, to ufe the

fellow's words, if ever we march from this

encampment, fhe will not be able to con-

vey your baggage ^ at the fame time adding,

from the time we had arrived there fhe had

had nothing to eat, but the dried leaves he

could gather up for her ^ this was the fitu-

ation of the horfes throughout the army.

Some fervants let their horfes ftray about

in the deep ravine, where they were Ration-

ed to ihelter them from the cannon fhot,

and fo fure, as a poor horfe was allured by

the temptation of fome refrefhing grafs,

tliat grew in the meadows in great abun-

dance, it met with inftant death from a rifle

fhot. On the plain where we piled up our

arms, there were numbers of dead horfes,

from the flench of which, and from the

performance of fo humiliating an a6l, you

\n\\ eafily imagine ourhaftein quitting fuch

afpot. I remain,

Yours, &c.

LET-
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LETTER XLIIL

Cambridget In Neiu England

,

Nov. 19, 1777,

MY DEAR FRIEND,

/^U R expedition, for you mufl pardon

^^ my dwelling on a fubje6l fo near iny

heart, was certainly undertaken with every

profpe6l of fuccefs, not only from the

goodncfs of the troops, but the excellence

of the Generals. The many difficulties,

though in fome meafure forefeen, were

not expe6led to be fuch as they have too

fatally proved themfelves ; we had hitherto

confidered them only what perfeverance

would overcome. Our progrefs amidft

complicated impediments and innumerable

Vol. II. C diilrclTcs,
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diftrefles, was really wonderful, and the

failure mull; not be confidered fo fur-

prizing as the perfeverance and fpirit with

which we flruggled againft it.

People who judge impartially, will make

a diilin6lion between mifcondu6l and mis-

fortune. It is true the intent of our ex-

pedition has failed—General Burgoyne was

too deeply interefted in the national honor,

to fhrink from undertaking what only ap-

peared hazardous^—who can blame him, for

not executing with an army that always

a6led like Britons, what was impolTible.

Throughout the whole campaign, the

General has not only been the Commander

of the army, but fully demonflrated he

was equally as good a foldier; amidfl all

the hardfhips and difficulties we had to

encounter, the attachment of all ranks to

him was unfhaken, and during the incef-

fant labors, difappointments and diilrefles

wc
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we experienced, there was not tlie lead

murmur or dlfcontent throughout the

army ; nay, fo ftrongly attaclied were they

to his perfon, that when they found patience

and courage had been exerted in vain, and

all hopes of fuccefs at an end, they were

ready to follow him to the field, and to die

with their arms in their hands. No one

could exhibit ftronger proofs of magnani-

mity, nor take bolder or more decifive

meafures againft the enemy, when humi-

liating terms were propofed. It fhould

feem that he was determined, if fate had

decreed the fall and total overthrow of his

little army, to perifli nobly, and to leave

his name unfullied to future ages.

I am yours, Sec.

B 2' LET-
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LETTER XLIV.

Cambridge, in Neiv EnglanJ^

No-v, 20, 1777.

UY DEAR FRiENCr,

GENERAL BURGOYNE had not the

advantages of profecuthig war in this

part of America, attendant on Lord Ani-

herft and General Braddock, for in the lafl

the difficulties arifmg from the natural

ftrength of the country, were for the moft

part removed by the friendly difpofitions

of the inhabitants, who chearfully exerted

themfelves to facilitate the movements of

the King's army, at the fame time fupply-

ing them with every requifite accommoda-

tion
J and I am confident, when I alTert,

that



tliat had not the Generals in the hft war

been furnllhedwith thefc relburces, neither

of them would have made the rapid pro-

grefs that was accomplilhed.

The progrefs of our ai'my was on the

frontiers of the New England provinces,

whofe people are univenally dilloyal, and

furnifh fu<:h inimenfe bodies of railitia, it

is really furprizing that we advanced fo far,

without any co-operation with the fouthern

army.

If General Howe had his reafons for not

proceeding up the north river, and wiflicd

to ftrike terror into fonie of the provinces,

J think there were none he could fo well

have direfted that terror againlT:, as thofc

©f New England; for by a diverfion on

the coaft of Mafiachufett's, many benefits

would have refulted : it would have kept

the New Englanders at home for the in-

ternal defence of their own provinces, and

C 3 impeded
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impeded the levies for the continental army.

Such a diverfion would have been a co-ope-

ration with our army, and no doubt have

prevented the misfortunes that have be-

fallen it, the principal part of the army

under General Gates being compofed of

the militia of the New England provinces,

who muft have been drawn down to the

defence of the cities upon that coaft, in

which cafe our army could not have failed

to overcome every poffible difficulty, and

have efFe6ted a jun6lion with the detach-

ment that was fent up the North River,

under the command of Sir Henry Clinton,

from which detachment it certainly was

obvious, that the object of the two armies

were the fame, that of forming a jun6lion.

Certainly then it behoved General Howe

to fee fo large and important a reinforce-

ment as our army would have been to his,

in a flate of perfe6l fecurity at leaf!:, before

he carried his fo far to the fouthward, as

to
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to deprive him of the power of fupport.

That our army was to be conficlered as

no other than a reinforcement to General

Howe's, is evident from the very orders

given out by General Carleton, at the

opening of the campaign, dating, " That

" his Majefty had ordered him to detach

" General Burgoyne with certain tjoops,

" who was to proceed with all poflible ex-

" pedition to join General Howe, and put

" himfelf under his command j" at the

fame time adding this powerful reafon,

" with a view of quelling the rebellion it

*' is become highly necelfary, that the moil

-" fpeedyjunclionof the two armies fliould

" be efFeaed."

By the jun6lion of the two armies, we

fliould have been in poifefnon of the North

River, from New-York to Albany, which

divides the northern from the fouthern

provinces. General Wafliingtoh would

in that cafe have been totally deprived

C4 of
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of the great fupplies of men and pro-

vifions from the New England States x and

the Britifh army would have been enabled

to make excurfions into either provinces,

as occafion might ferve : the main part of

the army might have kept Wafhington at

bay, while a few redoubts, with the affift-

ance of our (hipping, would have preferved

the entire pofTeffion of the river.

General Howe's carrying his army far to

the fouthward, confirmed an idea the

northern Provinces have imbibed, that after

the affair of Bunker's-hiil, and the eva-

cuation of Bofton, no Britons will ever

land again upon their coafl; it infpired

them with new hopes, it invigorated their

fpirits, and greatly contributed to increafe

the numbers of General Gates's army,

which at the time of the- convention

amounted to 18,000. Every candid and

liberal mind will allow our refolution dur-

ing the treaty of the convention vv^as mag-

nanimous.
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nanimous, when it is confidered our army-

only confilled of 3,500 oppofed to llicii

numbers.

It may be urged, that General Howe's

going to the fouthward was to draw off

Wailiington from our army. He was

then at Quibble- town, 200 miles diflant

from us when we met the enemy at Still-

water, and General Howe's force was at

New-York, which was 40 miles nearer,

in fome meafure fituated between our

army and Wadiington's, therefore he could

not move towards us without General

Howe's knowledge, nor could Wafliingt )ii

proceed to Albany by water for want wf

fliipping and craft, or march by land in

lefs than a fortnight, and that only by a

road leading through a gap of a mountain.

If General WaHiington had, by any forced

and fecret marches, pafTed this gap, before

General Howe had taken pod in the Jer-

feys to prevent it, he had an immeiiic fleet

of
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of men of war and tranfports, fully fufE-

cient to have carried his wrhole army to

Albany in a week. It ilrikes me very for-

cibly, that General Howe*s taking his

ai-my round Cape Charles, 350 miles more

dillant from Albany than he was at New
York, could by no means contribute to

efFe6l a junftion ; and certainly it cannot

be allowed that leading Wafhington from

(Juibble-town to Philadelphia, could pof-

fibly be any diverfion of the lead import-

ance in favour of our army.

If it had been the intention of General

Wafhington to have co-operated with any

army that was to oppofe ours, it does not

appear to me how General Howe's going

to the Chefapeak, which is 600 miles dif-

tant, and leaving Wafliington, who was

200 nearer to us, could poffibly prevent it.

The only appai'ent means, for no doubt it

was the intention of General Hov/e to

draw off General Wafhington's army, and

to
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to prevent his acting againft ours, would

have been to have taken poft between us
;

it would have been a check upon him,

and that detachment that was fent up the

North River would not have met with the 7

many difficulties they encountered during

their progrefs, at Montgomery and other

forts. Even admitting General Walhing-

ton's army to have been far fuperior as to

numbers, there was nothing to appreliend
;

it was compofed of new-raifed and undifci-

plined troops, commanded by officers of

little experience, moftly corps that had

been defeated in every a6lion, ftrangers to

vi6lory, and greatly difpirited that of

General Howe was perfectly difciplined,

commanded by brave and experienced

officers, the fpirits of the men exalted

above the effisfts of fear by their numerous

and recent fucceffes, for they had cariicd

vi6lory and conquefl with them wherever

^hey trod.

^

I will
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I will give you the opinion of General

Waihington himfelf, as it was related to

me by Major Browne, whoiri I have been

acquainted with fmce our arrival at this

place, and who was at that time in tlie

General's fuite.

General Wafhington dreaded nothing fb

much as General Howe's army going up

the North River : he vv^as feniible of the

difficulties his own muil: encounter in fol-

lowing it ; he knew the eafe and celerity

by vs^hich the Britifh army would be tranf-

ported by water ; his own had to march

over mountains, ravines, and flrong defiles,

and the provifions for his army would be

all from the diftant fouthern colonies -, he

knew that it would throw a great damp

upon the fpirits of the New England Pro-

vinces, efpeciaily their militia, and in a

great meafure prevent their joining Gates's

anny, and infallibly have faved ours. '

This opinion being firmly fixed in his

mind,



T II R o u r, ir AMERICA. 29

mind, when he was informed that General

IIowc was gone to the Chefapeak, he gave

as httle credit to the intelligence as we did,

when the news of it was brought into our

camp before the furrendcr ; lie fully dif-

believed it, and concluded that fuch a mca-

fure was too abfurd to be ]ioflible, and

aftcd agreeable to the opinion he had form-

ed ; for when General Plowe's fleet failed

from the Hook fouthward, lie conceived it

to be only a feint, therefore moved his

army from Qoibble-town to the northward,

that he might more conveniently follow

the Britifh army up the North River, €x-

pecling every day to hear of the General 5

returning, and failing his army to Albany:

nor till he heard that the Britiih fleet was

at the Capes of the Delaware, did Wafli-

ington march Ids army to the fouthward.

When he received intelligence that the

fleet had ftood out again to fea, ftill fo pcr-

faaded he was that General Howe would

not adl fo contrary to true policy, as to go

up
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Up the Chefapeak to Philadelphia, but that

his intentions flill were to go to the north-

ward, that he marched his army to his

northern pofl—not before he was perfeftly

certain that the BritiQi fleet was near the

head of' the Elk, did he quit that poft,

and march his army to the fouthward.

—

Thus, you fee, the condu6l of General

Wafhington entirely coincided with his

declared and fixed fentiments.

That fome great error has hQen com-

mitted, either unintentional or defigned,

muft be evident to every one—where to fix

it is impoffible to fay.—But time, that great

difclofer of all fecrets, will no doubt reveal

this, and, I hope, redeem the national

honor and the national welfare.

Yours, &c.

LET-
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LETTER XLV.

Cambridge, in Nnv Englaiuf,

No-v. ao, 1777.

MY DEAR JRIEND,

AFTER we had piled up our arms,

and our march fettled, we moved

forward, and ipent the night on the fpot

where we had formerly erefled our hof-

pitals, of which place I fent you a draw-

ing.

The next morning I went with another

officer to vifit General Frafer's grave: upon

our arrival at the fpot, we were ftruck

with a contemplative filence at the awful

fcene that prefented itfelf, the corpfe hav-

ing
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ing been taken up by the Americans, and

the coffin fcarcely covered over with earth.

Upon recovering from our conllernation,

we called to fome foldiers, who, with a

pick-axe and ihovel which happened to be

in the redoubt, heaped more earth upon

the coffin. The Americans had been

guilty of great inhumanity in cannonad-

ing the corpfe when going for interment,

but diflurbing it after burial would have

difgraced a favage ; the only reafon they

affigned was, that we had buried cannon,

and not a corpfe—a very improbable fup-

pofition. I rather imagine, and it is the

befl excufe, that they thought it was our

money-chefl.

As we crofTed the river at Still-Water,

we obferved the army under General Gates

marching to Albany, to join Putnam j the

obje6l of this junction was to give General

Clinton a check, who was moving up the

North River J and, to our mortification,

we



THROUGH AMERICA. 33

we learn, that General Vaughan had ad-

vanced as far as /Efopus, which place is

but a few miles from Albany.—This fully

proves what I mentioned in my laft, that a

jun6lion of the fouthern army with ours

was fully intended, and had any certain

intelligence of General Vaughan's ad-

vancing fo far, arrived at our camp, we

in all probability fliould not have fur-

rendered.

Our army being fo furrounded by the

€nemy, no certain intelligence could reach

the camp ; the three confidential fpies

whom the General had fent, after theaftion

of the 19th of September, to New-York,

had not returned ; and fmce the conven-

tion, we have learnt, that one could get

no farther than Albany, where he was

obliged to be concealed in a Tory's houfe j

another had the misfortune to be detected

;

and the third was Captain Scott, of our

Vol. IL D regiment,
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regiment, who got fafe into New-York,

and who was returning with General

Vaughan's detachment, which, when op-

portunity offered, he was to have left, and

made his way through the woods to our

army. I really am perfuaded, for v/ant of

intelligence that could be relied on, the

failure of our expedition was compleated

;

and the honorable terms which have been

granted were complied with fo readily, be-

caufe General Gates forefaw, if" we had

gained intelligence of any detachment be-

ing fo near, we fliould have maintained our

ground, in all extremities, notwithftand-

ing his fuperiority of numbers.

in croffing the rivef, I had nearly lofl

my baggage, and thofe in the battedux had

a very narrow efcape; about the center

a horfe proving very unruly, jumped over,

and \\\i hind legs 'hung upon the fide

of the batiemiXj and very near ove^fet it.

G
After
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After we had crofied, we purchafcd

foiiic liquors and tVefli provifions of the

inhabitants j this purchafe convinced us

of the intrinfic value of the precious ore,

as the Americans received our guineas

with much cordiality, and gave us paper

dollars in lieu, at the rate of nine for a

guinea. Here I fliould obferve to you,

that the real value of a guinea is four dol-

lars and two-thirds of a dollar, therefore,

by this exchange, we got nearly double,

which fliews how confiderable the diftinc-

tion ftill is, notwitliftanding their great

veneration for Independency and Congrefs,

between gold and paper.

In this inftance we were taught a leffon,

that things, however, trifling of them-

fclves, are fometimes of moment j had wc

taken a view of the reverfc of our fituation

at Ticondcroga, we fliould not have (6

greatly defpifed and converted to all man

ner of ufes, the many reams of paper

D 2 dollars
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dollars that were taken at that place.—

Myfelf, among many other young foldiers,

experienced the laugh of the old veterans,

who had carefully faved feveral quires, in

cafe of any reverfe of fortune, and were

procuring all manner of comforts for no-

thing, while we were parting with our

guineas.

I am forry to obferve, the reciprocal

efteem that had exifted among all ranks of

officers, and the folace and comfort they

afforded each other, during our trying

fituation at Saratoga, feemed nov/ to be

done av/ay j fome v/ere fo inattentive

to the dignity of their charafter, as to

contend for the devoirs attendant on fupe-

rior rank, in a ftate of adverfity, which,

if it does not level all diftin6lion, fliould

at Icaft have foftened the hauteur of com-

mand. Conteft fliould have lain dormant,

and emulation been confined to evincing

the politeiiefs of tlie real gentleman, in a

fituation
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Tituation where acls of humanity and

fricncKhip ought conftantly to have con-

Ipircd to infure the nioft pcrfc6l harmony.

As you admire frank converfation, I in-

dulged a fhort vein of refle6lion on the

falfe deUcacy of afpiring too much -, but

we did not embarrafs our own feeUngs in

dwelling on that illiberal condudl, of

which the officers concerned were fo

quickly afliamed, and for which, by the

decency and decorum of their future be-

haviour, they made ample amends, as it

would therefore have been ungenerous to

harbour, we unanimoufly fupprefled every

idea of refentment.

An officer, during our march, had flip-

ped away, unperceived, from the maui

body, too fenfiblc of the co)^icfs of that

blind goddefs. Fortune, he only requefled

her ladyfliip's aid to favour an innocent

fraud i fhe fmiled propitious ; for having

D 3 gone
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gone on before, and firfl: reached a fmall

village, he perfonated General Burgoyne,

and with fuch an air of confidence, and

confequence too, that in fpite of the in-

quifitive temper of the: Americans (parti-

cularly the peafants of New-England)

their fernpies were entirely fatisfied, and

being compleatly outwitted, they affigned

him the beft quarters. Upon our arrival

at the place, after complimenting him

with his ingenious device to obtain pre-

ferment, he relinquifhed his new dignity

with a good grace, and received us drop-

ping wet, after an uncomfortable march,

with much hofptality.

We were two days in crofTnig the Green

Mountains, vvhich are a part of the chain

of mountains that run through the whole

Continent of America, more corrtmonly

known by the name of the Allegany Moun-
tains : the roads acrofs them were almofl;

impalTable, and to add to the difficulty,

when
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wheii we had got half over, there came on

a very heavy tall of fiiow. After this, it

is.impollible to defcribe the confulioii that

enfued j caits breaking down, others kick-

ing fail, feme overfetting, horfes tumbling

v^ith their loads of baggage, men curfnig,

women Ihricking, and children fqiialling !

It flaould feem that I was to encounter

every unplcafant duty that can fall to the

lot of an officer, for this very day I had

the baggage guard; exclufive of being

covered with fnow, and riding about after

tlie bat-men, to keep them together, and

to. allifl each other, my attention was di-

rected to a fcene, which I did not think it

pofllble human nature could have fup-

ported, for in the midft of the heavy fnow-

ftorm, upon a baggage-cart, and nothing to

ihelter her from the inclemency of tlie wea-

ther but a bit of an old oil-cloth, a foldier's

-wife was delivered of a child, Ihe and the

infant are both well, and are now at this

D 4 place!
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place. It may be faid, that women who

follow a camp are of fuch a mafcu-

line nature, they are able to bear all

hardfliips j this woman was quite the re-

yerfe, being fmall, and of a very delicate

conilitution.

After we had pafled the mountains, the

lirft townfhip we came to was Wilhamf-

town, where we foon found how choice

we ought to be of our gold, as the far-

ther we proceeded, we found it of greater

value, the inhabitants enquiring if we

wanted any paper money, and out-bidding

each other 5 at this place w^e got eighteen

and twenty for a guinea. It was rather

remarkable, though they depreciated their

Congrefs money in one way, they would

not in another, for we never could get

them to take our hard money for any

article, making an allowance for the dif-

ference of exchange.

The
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The night before wc came to this

town, being quartered at a fmall log-hut,

I was convinced in how innocent a view

tlic Americans look upon that indelicate

fuftom they pall bundling : though they

have remarkable good feather beds, and

are extremely neat and clean, ftill I pre-

ferred my hard mattrafs, as being ac-

cullomed to it; this evening, however,

ow:ing- to the badnefs of tlie roads, and

tlie -weaknefs jof my <niare, my fervant

h^4 HQt arrived with my baggage, at the

time for retiring .to red; there being

only two beds in the houfe, I enquired

which I was to ileep in, when the old

woman replied, " Mr. Enfign," here I

fliOuld obferve to, you, that the,New Eng-

land people -are,Very inquifitive as to the

rank-yoM h^ve in.the aimy ; '-' Mr. Enfign,"

fays file, *' Our Jonathan and I will fiepp

" in) this, and our Jemima and you fliall

;" flcep in that." I was much allonilhed

i»t, fuch-^i propolal, and ottered to lit up

mi .7 all
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all night, when Jonathani immediately re-

plied, .

-" Oh, -ia !
^ Mr. Enfign^ yoi won't

*"' be the firfl msn oiirrfeiniiiiaiias bundkd
" with, Mil itii Jemimai?" ;i/wiiQn!/litlle

Jeniimaj who,; -by tke\ Byej was: a'/vety

pretty black-eyed- §irl,; of about: i6v'ior; 17,

archly replied, ''h No, Father'j:>by toaiiy,

'-' but it will be.witlvthe fid! Brkaineit,'?

(the nanie they "give -to Engliflimen;) I11

this dilemma, what '-Could I do^—-*-the

fmiling invitatioji' "of- pretty jemima^-the

^e, the lip; the—-^Lord Ha-' mercy, wHfere

am I going to?-^but wtierevbri T-niay^'^t^e

goliig to HOW, I didliot gO l^ePl^undk With

her—ill theTainef^room with her father and

mother, my hmd'-koji and Mefi''Xo&\'^^^i^l

thought of that—I thought'-of tedi'e M-S.

fides-^to-ft^ruggle.wkh -'Pke "f>affi%s ^'pf-US*

turcj^^to clafp Jemima ih-n^'^i'ift^-^o^^

do what? you'll ailc—^why, t^^do^—iK^^hiMg

!

for if amid all fhefe temptatioffs, .th^ lotsely

Jemima had melted into kindnefs,' fhe had

been an outcJafi from the- yi^oj-ld-^bieked

with
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with contempt, abufed by viokncc, and

left perhaps to pciiih ! No, Jemima j I

could have endured all this to have been

blefled with you, but it was too vaft a fa-

crifice, when you was to be vitlim !

Suppol'e how great the tell of virtue mull

be, or how cold tlie American conflitution,

when this unaccountable cuflom is in hof-

pitable repute, and perpetual praclice.

We every morning look from our bar-

racks to the mouth of Bofton harbour,

hoping to catch a look of the fleet of trans-

ports that is to convey us to England, to

which place I now turn all my thoughts,

and in expectation ot foon enjoying your

friendfliip perfonally, I remain,

Yours, &c.

LET-
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jL E T T E R XLVt

Cambridge, in Ke-iv England^

No-v. 25, 1777.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

/^ N our march to this place, we were
^"^^ fully convinced what powerful levies

the New England ftates are capable of

furnifhing; for exclufive of thofe that

had joined Gates, and were marched to the

fouthward, every town we paiTed through

was raifmg two or three companies, to

join General Wafhington's army.

The wants and miferies of the inha-

bitants in general ai'e inconceivable, even

to
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to the conveniences of life, yet you would

be furprized with what chearfidnefs tiiey

bend to them, to obtain that idol, Inde-

pendency. In many poor liabitations they

have parted with one of their blankets,

where they had only two, to fupply their

foldiers, and although the interior part of

thefe flates have not been the feat of war,

yet the diftrelles of the inhabitants are

equally as great as if it had.

They have in this province, among

many other militaiy inftitutions, one of

a fmgular nature, that of minute-men, fo

named, as they arc in conftant readincfs

at the firft fummons of their officers, to

march at a minute's warning ; they are

compofed of the moll active and expert

of the militia, and as an encouragement

to hold themfclves always prepared to

march, they are promifed ne\'cr to go out

of the province, but only to oppofe any

enemy that appears either upon their coall

or
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or frontiers. Thefe flates can, in the

courfe of a few days, form an army of

fome thoufands ; their conduct in affem-

bhng at the fkirmifh at Lexington and

Concord, and annoying the King's troops

in their return to Bofton, fully juftifies

their appellation.

If the other provinces enter as heartily

into the caufe of rebellion, I am afraid w^e

Ihall find it a very difficult tafk to fubdue

them; for, exclufive of all the various

modes of furnifhing men and fupplies, it

is in thefe provinces, in fome meafure,

become a religious caufe, in which the

people being enthufiafts, their clergy art-

fully increafe a warlike fpirit among their

flock.

One of them, in my hearing, firmly

afferted, that rewards were prepared in

Heaven for tliofe v/ho fell in the prefent

contefl, endeavoring to imprefs them with

an
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as the . dd'ence /<if rdigious liberty : this

was a jinofb precious and prevailing argu-

ment' to -delude : the igncM-ant ; he inlinu-

ated .that '-'the Rbiivan Catholic religion

wnsirtd beiyitroduced, artfully mentioned

the <Jviebc;^.acl:, aialcL-a^tcr pretending that

he had been vifited by the Supreme Being

in viiions, ailured them thofeonly would

be accepted in Heavdi, ,who fliouid feal

their lives in lb righteous a caufe with their

blood. I-

Similar doctrine is doubtlefs made ufe of

by their- -clergy in general. Stratagems,

under the difguifed veil of fan6lity and re-

ligion, are conflantly formed to encreafe

our mutual animofities, for men buoved

up with fuch alTuranccs of Heaven, will

fight to defperation. In all religious con-

tefts, we find an unexampled bravery that

no dangers diftoncert, and a firm conftancy

that no fo'rcc can witliftand.

In
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In our way hither we paffed through a

fmall neat town, called Worcefler, where

I met accidentally with one of the Com^

mitfee-rnen, who was upon the examination

of a poor fellow, fent from our army to

General Clinton, and who very impru-

dently fwallowed the filver egg that con-

tained the rneffage to the General, in the

prefence of thofe who took him prifoner

:

after tormenting the poor fellow with

emetics and purgatives till he difcharged it,

they immediately hung him up. The tgg

was opened, and the paper taken out, on

which was written, " Nousy void, here we

are, nothing between us but Gates." The

Committee-men flared at each other, ob-

ferving, it contained no intelUgence that

could be of fei'vice ; one of them, however,

refle6led, that nous y void was French, and

that might contain a good deal. None of

them underllanding a word of that lan-

guage, they fent to the jail for a poor Ca-

nadian, who was a prifoner, to tranflate it

for
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for them: he informed them it meant

here we are^ but as that was in Englifli,

they would not credit it. At laft one very

fagacioufly obferved, that it certainly was

fome private mark, or correfpondence be-

tween the two Generals, and as none of

them had much military knowledge, it was

thought proper to fend it to General

Walliington, who certainly would under-

hand it better.

As we pafTed from this town, at a fmall

village there were affembled a great con-

courfe of people to fee us march, who

were very curious, fome lifting up their

hands and praying to Heaven, fome ad-

miring the foldiers, others looking with"

aftonifhment ; but among the croud flood

foremoft an old woman, who appeared to

be near an hundred, upon whom your oM

friend, Lieutenant M'Neil, of the 9th re-

giment, thought to be a little witty, in

which, however, he was fairly worfted:

Vol. II. E as
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as this :old woman attra6ted the notice

4jf levery^Cttie, when- he pailed, 'he faid to

her, " aSo, ^'ou ^Idfiolj ' yau mufi come andfee

^'^ <the lions-f but with great archnefs llie

ri^hed, *^^iuicitts ! tmii'-l I declare now I-

" thmky&u loofi'nwreiih^lambi

T

Ji-:5phe^ lower dafs of - thefe Yankees

^^Gpck; k.'''h^j ndtht amife here juft to

obferve to you theetymology of -this term :

it is derived from a Cherokee word, eankkey

"which f^nifies ,c.0M»'?f4 'an^ flave. This

epithet of yankee ^^s beilowrf .upon the

inhabitants -of -New E:ngland by the Vir-

ginians, for not -aiTifting them- in a war

.with the Cfeerpkees, and they have, al\yays

been hdjd io derifion by it. ^uttlie name

has been more prevalent fince the com-

mencement of hoftiUties \ the foldiery at

;"Bofton ufed it as a term of reproach j but

>iter the -affair of Bunker's Hill, the Ame-

-Jiic^iis
.

gloried init. Tanhy-dcodle^ is now

their poeaii, a favorite of favoritessplayed

in
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ii^'itliqi/" grmy, elj:eemiad as w^arlikc as the

Gij:i^:4diei's M^rdi-riiit: is the loy.pr's fpdU,

tt>^jiuj-fc's lullab}^ After oi^rrrapid jfuc-

cellej, we held the YaipJcecs in great con-

tcr^ipt^ but it was not a littje mgitifyin^

to he^r jthem play this tune, when theii'

army ^jiarched down to our furrender.

,

;Jflie lovver clafy of the New Eng^landers

aB9 knpertinently curious and inquihtive

;

^t .a ;J;oufe vv^.her? Lord Kapier was quar-

tered, with other officers, a number of

tl\e. inliabitants flocked to fee a JLp-rd, ima-

^ini;^ he niufl be fomething more than

n:ian/. they were continually looking in at

th^ii>yiiidow, and..peeping at the room

door ;• faying, I y^csnd^r.^ whi(;hj i>. the

Lordl, at laft four w^oinen,'. intimate

fd(?nds of the landlord, got into,the room,

i^\Jien ;One of them wit]i a twang, pccuhar

tQ,t]ie New Englanders fai4, ''
1X^3^1' ypu

*' liave got a Lord among you, pray now
" which mav he be ?" When his Lord-

E 2 .
Ihip,
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lliip, who, by the bye, was all over mire,

and fcarcely dry from the heavy rain that

had fallen during the day's march, whif-

pered your friend Kemmis, of the 9th regi-

ment, whofe turn for wit and jocularity

you are well acquainted with, to have a

little mirth with them. He accordingly

got up, and pointing to his Lordfhip, in

a voice and manner as if he was Herald at

Arms, informed them, that " that was

" the Right Hon. Fancis Lord Napier, of

*' &c. &c. &c." going through all his

Lordlliip's titles, with a whole catalogue of

additions : after he had finiflied, the wo-

men looked very attentively at his Lord-

fliip, and whilfl he and the other officers

were laughing at the adroitnefs of Kem-

mis, the women got up, and one of them

lifting up her hands and eyes to Heaven,

with great aflonilhment, exclaimed, " Well,

*' for my part, if that be a Lord, I never

** defire to fee any other Lord but the

*' Lord
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" Lord Jehovah," and Inftantly left the

room.

We were efcortcd on our march by the

brigade of a General Brlckett -, he was

veiy civil, and often ufcd to ride by the

fide of the officers, to converfc with

them. One day, as he was jogging along

with our friend So?iey he complained to

the General, that he was very uncomfort-

able in fuch wet weather and bad roads,

for want of a pair of boots, and that thofc

he had, with all his baggage, were taken

in a batteaux ; when the General find, he

would fell him thofe he had on. Sone

was rather furprifed at the offer of the

Brigadier General, and alked him how

many paper dollars he would takej the

General told him he would only part with

them for gold j when ^one offered him a

guinea for them; the General inftantly

got off his horfe, and after lie had taken

E 3
a pair
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a pair of fhoes out of his faddle-bags, was

proceeding to pull off his boots , Sone

told him there was no fuch hurry, it

v/ould do when they arrived at the end of

the day's march : pie replied, h^ fhould

not be long in pulling them off, and he

had got a pah" of country boots to put on,

which are pieces of cloth folded round the

leg, and tied at the knee and ancle.

—

Upon being rec[uefted to defer it till we

got into quarters, he mounted his horfe,

rode forwards, and on our halt diligently

fearched out for 5o;2^, when he compleat-

ed his bargain, and parted with his boots.

So much for an American Brigadier-

General

!

Notwithilanding they are difpleafed

with our Government, they are not fo

with our guineas, and although they are

fighting for independency, they place very

little dependence upon paper-money ; for

however
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they have an eye ta traliic and merchan-

dize > what a weak llatc the Congrcis muil

be in, when thofe who are fighting for its

fupport are depreciating its credit. I am

confident that the majority of the Ame-

ricans are ignorant as to the caufc of the

conteft, and whatarofc from the fa6lioiis

views of a few defigning men, exprelling

a difpleafare to our Government, is now

converted into rancor and national hatred.

If I might be allowed to give my poHtical

opinion, there appears to me nothing fo

clear, as that the true intereft of America

is to live in perfect harmony with Great-

Britain, for it is evident to tlie obfer-

vation of eveiy one, that the colonies

reaped great advantages when the union

fubfifled J
they have feverely felt, and

at this mon:icnt continue to feeh the bad

effe^ls of h'Sing at variance.

E 4 That
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That they may be fubdued, and an union

formed upon the moft permanent bafis,

for the intereil of both countries, will, I

think, coincide with your fentiments, as

it does with thofe of

Your's, &c.

LET-
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LETTER XLVII.

Camirit/^f, in Neiu England,

Nov. 30/-6 X777.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

^T^HE laft town we left, before our

-"- arrival at this place, was Weftown.

where we found the mofl convenient inn

of any on the road, it is equal to mofl in

England, the rooms commodious, provi-

fions good, and fervants attentive; above

all, the landlord is a friend to our Go-

vemment, and like all of that defcription,

has been much perfecuted. He was not

without his apprehenfions of being fent to

prifon for attentions fhewn to the officers

who
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who flopped at his houfe, which was

nothing more than the common civiUty

he fhewed to all his guefts : in fhort, he

was deemed by the Americans a rank

Tory.

The fpirit of Whig and Tory is as pre-

dominant in America, as it was in Eng-

land fome years backj perhaps you may

not have troubled yourfelf as to the iinde

derhafur of thefe two words, you will

therefore pardon my explaining them

:

^ory^ originally, was a name given to tlie

wild Irifh robbers, who favored the m^C-

facre of the Irifh Proteflants, in 1641^

it was afterwards applied to all enormous

high-fiiers of the Church. Whig was a

ludicrous name, firfl allotted to the coun-

try-field devotion-meeting, whofe ordinary

drink was whig, or whey of coagulated

four milk : it was afterwards applied to

thofe who were again ft the Court intereii,,

in the reigns of Charles II. and James IT.

and
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and for the Court, in the re'iR-ns of Kiiii^

WilUam and King George j the Americans

apply them quite the reverfe.

Our march from Wcflovvn to this place

was the mod unpleiifant of any, as it

rained incefiantly, and we reached the

barracks on Prolpect Hill very late in tlie

evening, wliich were unfortunately in the

worft condition imaginable for the recep-

tion of troops, being fo much out of re-

pair, that we fuffercd fevercly from the

inclemency of the weather ; the barracks

were, in fa6l, bare of eveiy thing ; no

wood, and a prodigious fcarcity of fuel,

infomuch, that we were obliged to cut

down the rafters of oar room to dry our-

felves.

The method of quartering was dread-

fully inconvenient, fix officers in a room

not twelve feet fquarc, ]KTmilTion was

denied us to accommodate ourfclves with

rooms
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rooms In this town, till General Burgoyne

arrived, and reprefented our fituation to

the Council at Bofton, when it was relu6l-

antly granted. We laboured under many

diftreffes and difficulties ; every fpecies of

provilions was very dear, and to add to

our misfortune, could hardly be procured

for money. You do not, I believe, in

England, rank milk in the catalogue of

luxuries, yet we were obliged, curfehesy

to traverfe a deep fnow for a full mile, to

get a fmall quantity for our breakfafls,

as our fervants were not permitted to pafs

the centinels

It was underftood at the convention,

that the troops were to be flationed on

Profpeft and Winter Hills, and the officers

were to be quartered in Boflon, and the

neighbouring towns. On this fuppofi-

tion fome of the officers had pullied for-

ward and got into Boflon, but were im-

mediately ordered out.

At
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At prcfent, the tirmy is difpofed of in

the following manner : the EngUfli troops

upon Profpe6l Hill, and the German ujx>n

Winter Hill ; the officers have the towns

of Cambridge, Myflic, and Watertown,

to quarter themfelves, and a parole of

about ten miles in circumference ; but to

preferve order and regularity among the

troops, three officers of each regiment

conllantly refide in the barracks.

^i- It is ho little mortification that I can-

not vifit Bofton, for it is the fccond city

in America, and the grand ettiporium of

rebellkn ; but mir parole excludes us from

it : what makes the mortification ilill

greater is, that we can go as far as the

ferry at Charles-town, and are debarred

croffing it.

By an officer who has joined the arni}'

from Albany, I am informed, that Lady

Harriet Ackland, after flie quitted oui

arm}^
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army, experienced great difficulties before

fliQ arrived at that city, the night being

fai'.ajdyanced before the boat reached thp

enemy s out-pofts^ and thp centinel v>^ou]jd

nqt let it pafs, nor even come on fliore,

nptvyithftanding ;the Chaplain that ^ccoi<i^-

panied her offered the flag of truee^ and

reprefented the ilate of her JUidyfliip.

The guard, fromjappr^henfianfS of treachr

ery, and punclilibys ;tp o}:dejs, t;hieat^i,ir

ed to fire into the boat if it llirred be-

fore day-ligiit. iWh^'^ niuil l>^ve- hcQii

her anxiety and fufferirjTgs, whpjg; protradl-

ed for feven c^r eight hours, without: cover-

ing to il:ielter from ,the incleme;ncy of . the

night ^li\ and uncertain what^Jier huf-

band's -fituation might be, her Te§ej^ions

duiing tlie long, t^arj?:, cold hgui^s^ €ould

not imprefs her with any favorable rjfeijtir

ments of the treatment Ihe was to expe6l,

from thi^ firft, reception. When dayflight

appeared they were fuffered to landj .and

condj-ided to General Gates, who," with

that
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that bumiMaity for -which he is To conlpi-

,cuous, received and accommodated her

with that rclpecl aiid attention her rank

and merit deferved.

When you trace Ker through the various

trying fcenes iince her arrival in,America,

Ihe ifta^ds forth an example of female ex-

cellence an exmnple of patience, fuffcr-

ing and fortitude, exhibiting an interefting

pi6lure of that fpirit of efiterprize and dif-

itrdfe, .you meet with in romance, realized,

jand conducled upon that difcipline of duty

and chaftenefs of principle, which fhould

ever be attendant on connubial love. How
little the female frame can be capable of

fupporting, delicate to a degree as hers is,

fueh extreme diilrefs ! yet Ihe foared abo^^p

(it, and forgot the v^'eaknefs of the woman

in the fondnefs of the wife. 4

We have had feveral dlfputcs witli the

Committee-m.en, relative totravelHng on a

Sunday,
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Sunday, In time of fervice ; ft)me officers

have been taken up and confined, which

has occafioned the General's interference.

Wc are now permitted to aflemble at the

barracks, and attend rehgious duties. The

fele(5l men wiflied to be as rigid with us as

with the inhabitants, any of whom that

are feen in the ftreets, during divine

fervice, are compelled to go to fome place

of worftiip. Whoever fhall be caught

carrying a bundle is committed to prifon,

for the fpirit of puritanifm is as prevalent

now in thefe Hates, as it was on their firft

fettlement, -

;

The eflabliflied religion here, as in all

the other provinces of New-England, is

that of the Congregationalifts, a religion

different only in fome trifling articles to

that of the Preihyterians ; there were great

numbers of other perfuafions, particularly

of the Church of England, and at this

place there is a church ereded within fight

of
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of Havard College, the feminar)' of thefc

Congregationalifls j this gave them mucli

offence, as they confidcred it a fatal flroke

levelled at their religion. Upon this ac-

count, before hoftilities commenced, they

perfecuted the minifler, who was the Rev.

Dr. Apthorpc, now Re6tor of Croydon,

obliged him to refign his cure and quit the

colony ; but fnice the war, not only this

church, but every one over the province

is fliut up, nor will the inhabitants fuffer

any other religion but the Congregation-

alifls ; they were happy to feize the op-

portunity of fupprefling the church of

England, as it was gaining ground vciy

faft, and therefore objected to it on the

ground of praying for the King and Royal

Family. Some miniilers offered to omit

that part, but toleration is no part of

their creed, and they were happy to feizc

fo favourable an occafion to crufh it.

Vol. II. F Before
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Before the commencement of the war,

Arts and Sciences were making great pro-

grefs in thefe ftates. In this town there

is ere6led an Univerfity, the firft ever raifed

in America; it is a neat brick building,

containing three halls for the clafTes,

a room for natural curiofities, another

for inftruments of aftronomy and mathe-

matics^ and a gallery where formerly was

a very valuable library, but when this

place was the head quarters of General

Wafliington, the libraiy, as well as the

inftruments and other articles were re-

moved, in which many were loft and

more damaged ; thofe that remain of the

handfome colle6lion are very few ; adjoin^

ing to the college is a neat chapel.

The Prefident of this Univerfity is a

Mr. Willard, and there are only a fmall

number of ftudents at prefent, not exceed-

ing twenty, the youth of America ftudying

tallies in preference to the more enlighten-

ing
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ing fciences. This Univcrfity has been

founded near an hundred years, and altho'

it is not on a perfe6l plan, has produced a

number of men of genius. It was much

encouraged in its infancy, by many pcrfons

at home, particularly a Mr. HoUis, who

founded the profeflbrfliip for the mathe-

matics and natural philofophy, and many

other benefaction s, nearly to the amount

of 5000I. Neither the profellbrs or ftu-

dents refide in the Univerfity; the former

live in their own houfes, and the latter

board in the town.

The town of Cambridge is about fix

miles from Bofton, and was the country

refidence of the gentiy of that city j there

are a number of line houfes in it going to

decay, belonging to the Loyalilts. The

town mud have been extremely pleafant,

but its beauty is much defaced, being now

only an arfenal for militaiy ftores, and you

may iuppofe it is no agreeable circumflance,

F 2 every



68 INTERIOR TRAVELS

every time v^^e walk out, to be reminded of

our fituation, in beholding the artillery

and ammunition waggons that were taken

with our army.

The chara6ler of the inhabitants of this

province is improved beyond the defcrip-

tion that our uncle B— gave us of them,

when he quitted this country, thirty years

ago, but Puritanifm and a fpirit of perfe-

cution are not yet totally extinguiflied.

The gentry of both fexes are hofpitable

and good-natured, with an air of civility

in their behaviour, but conftrained by

formality and precifenefs ; even the wo-

men, though eafmefs of carriage is pe-

culiarly chara6leriflic to their nature, ap-

pear here with much ftiffnefs and referve

:

they are formed by fymmetry, haritifome,

and have delicate complexions ; the men

are tall, thin, and generally long-vifaged

;

both fexes have univerfally, and even pro-

verbially, bad teeth, which mufl probably

be
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be occafioned by their eating fo much mo-

lalles, making ufe of it at all meals, and

even eating it with greafy pork.

Converfmg one day with a Virginia offi-

cer relative to the curiofity of the New

Englanders, he told me, that finding he

never could procure any refrcfliment for

himfelf or horfe, till after he anfwered all

their queftions, and they had compared

them with their information, lie adopt-

ed the following mode to avoid their in-

quiiitive delays; Whenever he travelled

from his own province to Boilon, and

alighted at an ordinary, (the name given

to inns in America, and fome juilly merit

y
that title) the mafter or miflrefs, and other

company in tiie houfe afiembled at the

door, and he began in this manner,—

" Worthy people, I am Mr. ***, of Vir-

" ginia, by trade a tobacco-planter, and a

^' bachelor, have fome friends at Bolton,

*'^ whom I am going to vifit, my flay will be

F 3 Ihort,
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" fliort, when I fhall return and follow my
" bufinefs, as a prudent man ought to do.

" This is all I know of myfelf, and all I

" can pofTibly inform you. I have no

" news ; and now, having told you every

" thing, have compaffion upon me and my
" horfe, and give us fome refrefliment."

Intelligence being brought nle that fome

fliips are feen in the offing of BoHqn har-

bour, i am haftening to Profpe6l-hiil, to fee

if they are thofe that will be the means of

conveying me to the fight of my worthy

friend, and that they may be is the wiOi of

Ypurs, &c.

LET-
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LETTER XLVIII.

Cambridge, in Ni'-w EtiglanJ^

Dec. 9, 1777.

MV DEAR FRIEND,

"pXEPRIVED of the privilege to vlfit

•-^ Bofton, ftill from the view that wc

have of it from our barracks on Profpedl

Hill, I am enabled to give you a defcription

of its fituation j for its interior parts,

police and government, you muft be re-

ferred to thofe authors who have deicrib-

ed them.

BoHon is fituated on a peninfula of

about four miles in length, at the bottom

F 4
* of
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of the bay of Maflachufett's, which reaches

eight or ten miles within land ; the open-

ing of the bay appears to be fheltered from

the impetuofity of the waves, by a num-

ber of rocks, which appear above water,

and by feveral iflands, moft of which are

inhabited, whofe fituation is fuch, that they

will not admit of more than three or four

iliips to enter at the fame time,

Nature herfelf too feems to have provid-

ed for the fafety of the city, for upon this

narrow channel there is an ifland, that,

when fortified, no fhip can pafs it : this

important poft was entirely negle6led

till th^ end of the laft century, when a

regular citadel, named Fort William, was

ere6led on it, defended by a hundred

pieces of cannon, of the largeft fize and

extremely well placed. When our troops

evacuated Boflon, they demoliflied the

fortifications, which rendered the city

liable to an attack by fea, therefore the

principal
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principal objed of the New Englanders

was to put Bofton and this ifland in fiich

a ftate of defence, as to prevent its falHng

again into our pofleflion ; and fo indefa-

tigable were they in this bufincfs, that

every able-bodied citizen allotted two days

in a week, the more fpeedily to conclude

it, as they were not without tlieir apprc-

henfions, that when the fleet and army

were reinforced they would return j what

imprefTed them fo ftrongly with this idea

\vas tlie demolition of the works.

About a league from this ifland, near

the mouth of the harbour, there is a high

light houfe, the flgnals from which are

perceiveable at Bofton, where there are

beacons, as well as upon mofl: of the

heights along the coafl:, to fpread the

alarm to the inland countries of an ene-

my's approach. Except wlicn a very thick

fog prevails, at which time fome fliips

might flip in amongft the iflands, the

town
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town has always five or fix hours tp prc^

pare for the reception of an enemy ; and

in the fpace of four-and^twenty hours,

they can raife feveral thoufands of miUtia.

If ever a fleet of onrs fhould be able to

pafs Fort Williarh, it would'- be effec-

tually ftopt by the ftrong i3atteries the

Americans have raifed, both to .the north

and fouth of the town, which com-^

mand the bay entirely; the haAour ap-

pears fo fpacious, that it will admit of fix

or feven hundred velfels anchoring fafefy

and commodioufly. I am informed, on

that fide of the city that faces the harbour,

there is a very magnificent pier which ex^

tends fo far into the fea, as to admit of

fhips unloading their cargoes, without the

afliftance of fmall craft, from whence they

are depofited in warehoufes, ranged along

this pier. '^' ^"-' '

' Oppofite to the northern part of the

peninfula on which Boflon fVands, are the

remains
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rcmnins of Charles-town, which had tlic

fame connection with Bollon as the Bo-

rough has with the city of London ; tlic

river that divides the two is not mucli

wider than the Thames, and it appears

rather fiiiguiar, that the inhabitants never

erecfted a bridge, as it would have greatly-

contributed to the profperity of both, efpc-

ciaily as it was the .direct entrance from

the inland towns into Bofton. Unlcfs you

crofs the ferry, you have to make a cir-

cuit of feveral miles, over fwamps and

morafles, from this place to Boflon, which

is only two miles in a dire61: line; no

doubt, as the Americans are become fo

expert in making bridges acrofs rivers of

greater width than tliis, they will, when

the conteft is ended, erect one j for what

was formerly either through indolence or

individual concerns confidcrcd as impofli-

bilities and arduous undertakings, will

now be thought matters cafily accom-

pUihed,

Near
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Near to the remains of Charles-town is

that famous fpot where fo much blood

was fpilt, and fo many brave men {lain,

Btmkers Hill, which will ever be a me-

mento to Britifh Commanders, againil at-

tacking works with fuch temerity, with-

out a fufficient information as to their

conflruction, and holding an enemy in

too great contempt j but in this infVance

it was in fome meafure unavoidable, for

had the Americans fecured that poft,

Boflon wonld have been untenable, as it

is a high ground that overlooks and com-

mands the whole town, the only error

that appears: to have been committed, was

at firil not endeavouring to turn their

flank (wliich proved the means of driv-

ing them from their works) inflead of

attacking them in the front. The only

motive tliat could lead to the mode of at-

tack that was adopted, muft have been

upon a fuppofition that it was impofTible,

in fuch a fmall fpace of time, to erect

^ny



T tt o It G II A M r I c A

.

yy

any works, but what might cafily be de-

moliflietl by the artiller)^ and carried by

Itorm : Certainly our troops were much

annoyed by the Americans from Charles-

town
J and if it had not been for the Ge-

neral's unwillingnefs to deftroy it, the

enemy might cafily have been diflodged,

in which cafe, the weaknefs of their

flank would have been difcovercd, and fb

many lives would not have been loft in

attacking them ; their induftry, diligence

and filence in conftrufting the works,

which confifted of a fmall redoubt and

ftrong intrcnchment, reaching near half

a mile down to the river Myftic, is incre-

dible. I cannot conceive how the im-

portance of this poft ftiould efcape the

vigilance of our Generals, as the fafety of

Bofton depended entirely on our having

pofTcfTion of it.

The befl defcriptlon that I can pofTibly

give you as to the engagement, is what I

gathered
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gathered from. Captain Drew, whom I met

with at Cork, who, in that a6lion, was

wounded in feveral parts of the body-j- and,

notwithllanding fcarcely recovered from

his wounds, was going out to join his

regiment. He acknowledged himfelf to

have never been witnefs to fuch a fcene of

carnage and flaughter^ and, in addition

to the incelTant roar of cannon, difcharge

of mufquetry, and the groans of the

wounded and dying, there were great ex-

plofions from the burning of the town,

from which afcended a large column of

black fmoke -, in Ihort, it was fuch a fcene

as cannot be defcribed, nor can any one

form the leaft idea of it, but thofe who

were prefent. What muft have been the

feelings of the Generals and troops in

Bofton, who were fpeclators of this dread-

ful carnage, without participating? The

behaviour of the Britifh troops, was truly

chara6leriilic of that valour and intrepidity

tliat is allowed by all nations. But the

reception
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reception they met with from thcfe en-

ti-enchments, and the execution, wliich

was terrible, was fufficicnt to ftagger the

braveft troops j—for full half an hour,

the fire poured down upon them like a

flream ; many old veterans declared, that,

for the time it laltcd, it was the hottcfl and

moft bloody engagement they ever remem-

bered.

We are anxioufly expe6ling the veflcis,

as our fitnation is not only very unpleafant

but dangerous, both to officers and fol-

diers j the latter of whom Jtre in conti-

ual broils with the x\merican guards, which

arc compofed of miUtia, who not being

under very great difcipline, not only in-

fringe their orders, which perhaps they do

not comprehend, or clfe ufe their authority

as they think proper j they have received

orders not to let any officer pafs without

his fide arms, and as many of them left

their baggage in Canada, others lofl them

witli
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with their baggage, during the campaigrf,

this ignorant people will not let any one

pafs without a fword, drawling out, " I

" fwear now you fhan't pafs, becaufe' you

" have not got a fword j" at the fame

time, flupid fools, they might perceive by

our cloaths and bayonets that we were of-

ficers. Much altercation has enfued, to

remedy which, the officers had pafTports

ligned by General Heath ; but this did

not avail, as very few of the centinels could

read. At laft it was ordered, that any

officer who wanted to pafs the centinels,

was to go to the American guard, where the

officer fhould fend a foldier to pafs him

;

this did not altogether remedy the evil, as

many of the officers could not make out

the palTport.

When I defcribe to you the troops, you

will not fo much wonder at thefe embar-

ralfments, In marching the party to relief,

you will fee an old man of fixty, and a

boy
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boy of fixtecn ; ii black and an old decre-

pit man, limping by his fidej moft of

them wear great bulliy wigs ; in ihort,

they would be a fubjcct for tlic pencil of

Hogarth ; but, egad, they are ready enough

in prelenling their pieces, and if a foldier

comes the leall neai' them they level at

him, and lay, " I fwear now, if you at-

tempt to pafs, I'll blaze at you."

The foldiers' wives are allowed to paft

the centinels j but the other day a moft

ludicrous circumilance took place, by the

obflinacy of an old man upon guard. He
would not permit a woman, who was a

true campaigner to go beyond him, great

altercation enfued, in which the lady dif-

played much of the Billingfgate oratory,

when the old man was fo irritated as to

prefent his firelock > the woman imme-

diately ran up, fnatched it from him,

knocked him down, and ftriding over the

profcrate hero, in the exultation of tri-

G umph
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iimphj profufely befprinkled him, ilof with

Olympian dew, but that which is efteemed

as emolHent to the complexion"—and 'faith,

fomething more natural—nor did flie quit

her poft, till a file of fturdy ragamuffins

marched valiantly to his relief, difpoliefTed

the Amazon, and enabled the knight of

the grifly caxon to look fierce, and re-

fhoulder his mufqiaet.

The Winter is now fetting in, and as

the coafting of the tranfports from New-

York to Bofton is attended with delay

and danger, on account of the ilrong

winds that blow at this feafon upon the

coaft, General Burgoyne has made appli-

cation to Congrefs for the troops to march

to Providence, and to embark at Rhode

Ifiand. We are now anxiouily waiting

f6r an anfwer : that it may (oon arrive is

the ardent w'lPa of

Yom-s, kc.
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LETTER XLIX.

Cambrtdgti in Ntzu England,

Jan. igtb 1777*

MY DEAR FRIEND,

IT is impoflible to defcribe with what a

dejedlcd mind I fit down to write, as

not only the flattering hopes of fliortly

feeing my friend is done away, and every

profpe6l vaniflied, but fome years, per-

haps, may elapfe, before the termination

of this unhappy conteft.

What was intended as an accommoda-

tion to the troops, relative to their em-

barking at Rhode Ifland, has proved a mofl

G 2 unfor-
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unfortunate circumftance indeed ; for the

Congrefs have not only denied that re-

queft, but have put a flop to any embark-

ation, till the convention is ratified at

home by the King and Parliament ; an,

event that Can never happen, as it would

be allowing the authority of the Congrefs,

and the independence of the Americans.

What renders our fituation more diftref-

ftng isj tltathad the tranfports come round

to Bofton, the Council would have con-

fented to our embarkation.

Tlie General's requifition to Congrefs has

created tufpicions in their minds (and, by

the bye, no people are of ilich a fufpicious

difpofition as the Americans,) that the

meafure propofed was merely for an op-

portunity of joining General Howe's

armv, and that w^e fliould, like them-

jjblvcs, be bafe enough to evade and break

the articles of capitulation 3 after which

fve were tp^ ai5l in coiiCOTt with that army

. .^ againfl
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agaluft Wafliington; and, in fuppoit of

their fufpicions, or, at lead, to give a co-

lour to them, they pretend that the vellcls

fent to Rhode IHand were iniiifficient tor

tranfporting the army to Europe, and

that it was impoflible to victual the fleet

and army for fo great a number, in fo

fliort a fpace of time. This idea mufl arife

from the great dilatorincfs in all American

departments. '
•

General Burgoyne having made com-

plaints concerning the bad accommoda-

tion of. tlie officers, which was not agree-

able to the terms of convention, the Con-

grefs have conftrued that as a dirccl

declaration, that it had been broken on

their parts by a violation of its conditions,

and an indication, that we confider tlie

conveution as diilolved -, that, under

thefc circumdances, when out of the lir

mits of their power, and at large, wc

(hould make no hefitation ^n actincj as if

G
3

we
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we were in no degree bound by a capitu-

lation that we had difavgwed under re-

Uraint,

The Congrefs have Hkewife paffed fome

frivolous refolutions, that the foldiers had

not faithfully delivered up their accoutre-

ments, alluding to the crofs belts and

cartouch boxes. Any one the leail con-

verfant in military affairs, muft know

they are not publie ftores, but private, as

being always furnifhed by the Colonel

of the regiment. In fliort, the Congrefs

were happy to feize any circumftance, as a

pretext to favor their proceedings, and

to render them juftifiable in the eyes of

the world. But had they made a refer-

ence to General Gates, they would have

found what little dependence was to be

placed as to that accufationj for, when

he pbferved the men march by with their

accoutrements on, he afked Colonel King-

fton, who had fettled the treaty-^'' if it

" was
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cc was not cuftomary, on field-days, for

*' arms and accoutrements to go toge-

" thex ?" when Colonel Kingfton jeplicd,

" There was nothui^ faid in the conven-

" tion that he liad agreed to with him,

** relating to accoutrements ; and that he

*' could have no ri^ht to ajiy thing but

" what was flipuJatcd in the treaty/' To
which General Gates replied, ** You are

perfectly right j"—and, turning to fome

American officers, faid, *' If w^ meant to

" have had them, we ouglii to have in-

" ferted them in the convention." Hence

it is evident Congrcfs wer-e ready to grafp

at any pretence, however weak, to evade

the terms of convention without incurring

the charge of a diredl breach of faith.

In vain was every cxpoflulation of Ge-

neral Burgoyne, as to the fubllance of his

letter, which convcya^i no other meaning

thaa complaint of improper ufage, and a

too rdaxed adherence to the articles of

G 4 capitu-
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CapitulatiGn. To obvigte all farther dif-

fipulties, the General and Officers figned

a parole, and were willing to fign any pa-

per, the more fully to ratify the conven-

tion.

Congrefs were inexorabkj and it was

very perceivable, they would not eafily

recede from a meafure once adoped j no

explanation of feciirities could produce

the defired effe6t upon their determina-

tion. The condu6t of Congrefs upon

this extraordinary tranfa6lion, is ex-

'tremely vifiblej they had conceived an

idea if our army were fuffered to return

to Europe, it would be eafily replaced

in the fpring -, General Howe's army be-

ing now in poiTeflxOn of Philadelphia,

Jerfey, New York, and other commanding

fituations, and General Washington fo

clofely prefTed at Valley Forge, that upon

the arrival of fuch an additional force, it

would turn the fcale of war againil them ;

and.
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and that the next campaign mufl: eiui in

their iiual iabjugation j they thcretbrc

chole to lacrifice thcu' faith and reputa-

tion, although an infant ftatc, by an acl

never exculable. This ever will be an ob-

loquy upon America, and point out to

other powers, what little dependence is to

be placed upon her public faith.

Judge, my dear friend, what muft be

the feelings of eveiy one, and how ex-

afperated we muft be at this treatment!

we have no other hopes left but an ex-

change of prifoners, which, confidering

our numbers, will be fomc time before

the whole can be eftecled. Our fituation

now becomes every day more and more

mortifying, for, exclufive of the infults

we continually meet with from the Ame-

rican foldiery, the officers, no doubt, fli-

mulated by this refolve of Congrefs, be-

have ver}^ tauntingly, and Colonel Henley,

who commands the troops, has been guilty

of
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of great cruelty to the foldiers. That you

may form an idea as to the natural fero-

city of difpofition in this man, and how-

deliberate he is in his barbarities, I fliall

ftate a few of them.

On the 1 9th of laft month, he went up

to the American barracks to releafe fome

of our foldiers ; after calling over their

names, he addrefled himfelf to a corporal

Reeves, of the 9th regiment, " and told

** him he had been confined for infulting

'* a provincial officer." Reeves made an-

fwer, " He was lorry for it ; that he was

" in liquor, and would not have adled

*' fo, had he know^n him to have been an

** officer, and was ready to afk his pardon."

Colonel Henley faid, " By God, Sir, had

*' you ferved me fo, I would have run you

" through the body, and 1 believe you to

" be a great rafcal." Reeves made an-

" fv^er, " I am no rafcal, but a good fol^

" dm; and my officers know it." Co-

lonej
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lonel Henley then demanded fdence.

Reeves repeated nearly the fame words,

adding, " That he hoped foon to carry

** ai'ms under General Howe, and fight

*' for his King and country." The Co-

lonel then replied, " Damn your King
** and country, when you had arms, you

" were willing ciiough to lay them
** down." Colonel Henley then ordered

filence, Reeves repeating nearly the fame

words, the Colonel ordered one of the

guard to run him through for a fcoundrel

;

the men of the guard not obeying his or-

ders, he difmounted from his horfc, and

feizing a firelock with a fixed bayonet

from one of the guard, ftabhed Corporal

Reeves in the left bread, and whilft he

had the bayonet at his bofom, the Colonel

told him, " If he faid another word, he

" would have it through his body:"

Reeves then told him " He did not care,

*' he would fland by King and his country,

i* till he died." Colonel Henley then made

a fecond
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a fecond dart at him with the firelock and

fixed bayonet, which two of the other

prifoners threw up, and it paffed over

Reeves's fhoulder j at the fame time one

of the men faid to Colonel Henley, " That
*' the man was his prifoner, that he had

" better not take his life, as he could do

^* with him as with the other men who
** were in his cuilody." Colonel Henley

then returned the firelock, and ordered

him back into the guard-room, difmifiing

the reft of the prifoners.

On the 8th inflant, as fome foldlers

were looking at a party of Americans,

where Colonel Henley was prefent: Jie

ordered the foldiers to go off and cl^ar

the parade. The foldiers turned about^

and went off as fail as they could; the

croud being great, and the road, very dirty,

Colonel Henley turned about, and ad-

jdrefling the foldiers, faid, " Damn you,

" 111 make you make more hafte ;" and

running
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running up to a corporal Hadley, puflied

his fword in his left fide and bent it : he

tlien turned about and went to the right

of his party, ftraightening his fword as

he went along—a pretty example this

from a commanding officer to thofe under

his command.

. Do not be fuqirizcd after this, if you

fhould hear of a general mafTacre of all

the Britifh troops ! But what more fully

ftamps the character of this moil fan-

guinary man, and his ferocious difpofi-

tion, is a moft unaccountable expreflion

he made to fome foldiers, without any

provocation.

Our pafles are renewable every month,

for which purpofe the Quarter-mafter-

ferjeants of the different regiments attend

at the American Deputy Adjutant-Gene-

ral's office ; on the 1 6th of la ft month, as

the fcrjeants attended at the ofHce, to ap-

ply
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piv for pafTes, Serjeant Fleming, of the

47th regiment, not being acquainted with

Colonel Henley, took him for Colonel

Keith, the Deputy Adjutant-General, fa-

luted him cap in hand, and was going to

addrefs him, when Colonel Henley ex-

tended his arm towards him, with his

hft clenched, and faid, " You rafcals, I'll

" make damnation fly out of ye ; for I

*' will myfelf, one of thefe nights, go the

" rounds, and if I hear the leafl word, or

*' noife in your barracks, I'll pour fliot

** amongft you, and make flames of Hell

" jump out of ye, and tui'n your barracks

** iniide out ; declaring, if he was a cen-

*' tinel, and any Britifli foldiers looked

*' fulky at him, he would blow their

"brains out I'*

Such glaring conducl could not efcape

tlie notice of General Burgoyne, who ap-

plied to General Heath for redrefs, and

hcinilltuted a Court of Enquiry, to invef-

tigate
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tigftte the grounds of complaint, and re-

ported, it would be for the honor of Col.

Hcnlev, as well as for the fotlsfa6lion of

all interefted, that the judgment of a

Court-martial fliould be taken on his con-

duct, during his command at Cambridge,

which Court-martial is to fit to-morrow.

The weather has been very fcvere of

late, and there has been great falls of fnow,

but now it is more pleafant and ferene j

the north winds blow very (liarp, the fnow

is about two or three feet thick on the

s^round, and the inhabitants, inftead of

carioling, like the Canadians, have large

fleighs, that will contain ten or twelve

perfons, which are drawn by two, and

fometimcs four horfes, but parties of

yoimg folks are more accuftomed to go a

frolicking. As this is a fmgular cuflom,

I {liall defcribc it to vou.

0]\
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When the moon is favorable, anumbeif

of yoiing men and women^ to the amount

of thirty or fcwty, fet off in fleighs, about

leven o'clock in the evening, to join fome

other party, perhaps at the difhance of

eighteen or twenty miles, where they dance

and caroufe till day-light, when they re-r

turn and follow their common avocations,

as if they had refted all night j it is not

uncommon, an hour or two after day-

light, to be awaked with the fmging and

noife they make, and by the number of

bells affixed to the horfes, on the return

of fome of thefe parties. Singular fitu-

ations and manners are produ6live of fm-

gular ciiiloms. In England, this would

be eileemed extremely imprudent, and at-

tended w^ith dangerous confequences j but,

after what I have related refpetling bundle

ing^ I need not fay, in how innocent a

view this is looked upon. Apropos, as

to that cuftom, along the fea coafl, by

a; continual intercourfe among Europeans

;

it



THROUGH AMERICA. 97

U is in feme meafiire aboliflicd ; but they

ftill retain one fomething fimilar, which is

termed tarrying.

When a young mail is enamoured of

a woman, and wiihes to marry her, he pro-

poks the affair to her parents, (without

wliofe conrent no marriage, in this colony,

can take place) if they have no objeftion,

he is allowed to tarry with her one night,

in order to make his court. At the ufual

time, the old couple retire to bed, leaving

the young ones to fettle matters as they

can, who, having fat up as long as they

think proper, get into bed together alfo,

but without putting off their under gar-

ments, to prevent fcandal. If the parties

agree, it is all very well, the banus are

pubUflied, and they married without de-

lay ', if not, they part, and poifibly never

fee each other again, unlcfs, which is an

accident that feidoiri happens, the for-

faken fair proves pregnant, in which cafe

H the
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the man, unlefs he abfconds, is obliged

to many her, on pain of exGommunica"

tion. -

The ignorance of the American officers

and foldiers, and the fcrupulous punc-

tuahty to their orders, which one half of

them have not underftanding to compre-

hend, miiil oecafion confufion and trou-

ble. I have hitherto endeavoured to

avoid leaving any. ahercation with them

;

but the other evening I had the pleafure

of being conda6ted to the guard-houfe,

though not without company, among

whom was Lord Bakarras, Major Maf-

ter, of our regiment, and Major England,:

of the 47 regiment.

We were returniiig, about nine o'clocky

from Profpecl-hill, to oar quarters in

Cambridge; and about a mile from the

barracks, were- ftopt by a patrole ; who,

although we (liewed our pailes and our

fide-
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U<le-lrnis, would not let us procctd
i i>ut

faicl, he had orders to take every Britilli

officer or jbldier up after dark. His

Lorddiip thqh informed him, " that lie

was furc no fuch orders had been given ;"

but the Corporal faid, " he received thofe

" orders from his Captain ; and that wc

" muil march to the guard-houfe." Ac-

cordingly we were efcorted, though a very

cold piercing night, back to the barracks;

When wc arri\xd at the gnai'd, his Lord-

fhip remonftrated with the Captain, who

faid, " He believed he had fuch orders,

" but he was not certain ; however, as we
" were brought prifoners, we mufl re-

*' main till next morning." His Lordilii];;^

then defired him to fend to Colonel Gcr-

nfli, at Cambridge, the commanding offi-

cer, which he refufed. After much alter-

cation and fome perfuafion, rather than

pafs the cold night without any coveriuij;,

in their bleak guard-houfe, he was pre-*

vailed upon to let us proceed to our

il 2 quarters,
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quarters, upon our figning a parole to

return the next morning at eight o'clock 5

the next day, when we went to the guard-

houfe, they flocked round us with the

fame eager curiofity to fee his Lordfliip,.

as they did to fee Lord Napier ^ we re-

mained at the guard till it was relieved,

when the Captain that came to relieve

would not take charge of us, nor the

other difcharge us ; therefore, when the

old guard was gone, his Lordiliip aiked

the Captain " Whofe prifoners we were ?"

he replied, " None of mine, and I defire

you will go all of you about your bufi-

nefs." We went accordingly. Complaint

being made by General Philips to their

Commanding Officer, all the anfwer he

received was, that he fuppofcd it was

fome ignorant Captain, v/ho had made

a mifVake. Thus you fee we are the fport

of thefe fools. What a footing military

difcipline is on in the United States

!

I could
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T could not fo freely have communi-

cated my fentlments, had I not an oppor-

tunity to fend this by an officer going to

New-York, from which place he returns

to Europe, who will deliver it to you, and

at the fame time inform yon that he left,

in good health, but very low fpirits,

Yours, &c;

U2 LET-



!02 INTERIOR TRAVELS

LETTER L,

Camhridge, in M'ou "England^

Feb. 2», 1788..

MY DEAR FRILND,

/^ U R attention has of late been en-

^^ groiled with the trial of Colonel

Henley. As the whole proceedings would

be tirefome, I fnail only juft give you the

fubilance of General Burgoyne's opening

that profecution, his reply, and the Judge

Advocate's, with the extraordinary opinion

of the Court, after the enormous crimes

were fully fubftantiated, upon oath
5

when ill - treatment, mifcondu6l, and

cruelty, were indifputably proved, by fuch
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refpeclable witnefTcs as Colonel Anftru-

ther, Colonel Lind, Major Foriler, Lieu-

tenant Valiancy, Lieutenant Bibby, and

other officers. But as giving you only

the heads of his fpeeches, would take from

the energy and beauty of the General's

language, I fliall relate it verbatim, as

taken in fliort-hand.

At the opening of the Court, General

Burgoyne took notice of a dillinflion be-

tween the charge, as fiated in his letter,

and General Heatli's order. In the letter,

the general tenor of Colonel Henley's

language and conduct, encouraging his

interiors, and feemingly calculated to ex-

cite them to bloody purpofes, was only

flated as a matter of fufpicious belief;

reafonijig upon this principle, it was

more candid to fuppofe one iniligator of

fuch evils, than a general, voluntary, bad

difpofition rmong the American troops

;

tliat the direcl matter of charge which the

General
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General pledged himfelf formally and officii

ally to fupport, was contained in the words

" behaviour, criminal as an officer, and

" unbecoming a man, of the moft inde^

*' cent, violent, vindiftive feverity againft

" unarmed men, and of intentional mur^

"der."

General Burgoyne made this obferva-

tion, as a fecurity ag::.infl any cenfure of

inconflftency on his part, for not going at

large into matters of inferior moment, as

to the general tenor of language and con-

du6l of Col. Henley, declaring he ihould

confine his evidence to tranfa6lions of the

19th of December, and the 8th of January,

except in cafes where the behaviour of

Colonel Henley, at other times, ferved to

elucidate the principles and defigns upon

which he a6led upon thofe particular days.

After making this obfervation, as to the

diftin6lion in the charge, the General

ppened the profecution.

" Mr.
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.'* Mr. Prefhlcnt^ and Gentlemen of th^

** Ccurt,

" I prefcnt myfclf as profccutor before

" you, in charges of a heinous nature

*.' againll Colonel Henley ;—and, before

" I proceed to adduce the evidence in fup-

" port of them, I think it a duty to my
" ilation, and a part of propriety towards

" the Court, to declare the principles upon

*^ which I aa.

" If the reports in my hand, and which

" will prefently be brought to tcfl upon

" oath, do not deceive me, pubhc faith

" has been Ihaken, wanton barbarities

" have been committed, and a general

" maflacre of the troops under my care,

" apparently threatened. In objects of

*' this magnitude, where not only the

" rights of a Imglc nation, but the inte-

l\ reds of human nature are concerned, the

" conducl
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" condu6lof the profecution falls naturally

" (however difagreeable the office, and

*^ unequal the talents of the perfon) tohim
" who has the fupreme truft upon the

*' fpot.

" A fecond inducement to appear here,

" is that of private honor. I have un-
'' dertaken to accufe Colonel Henley,

" in a degree that ought to affe6l the feel-

*' ings of a foldier nearer than life. It is

*' fit I fland forth, in perfon, to maintain

•*' my accufation, and if it fails in point of

*' proof, to make him the fulleil atone-

" ment in my power,

" I .acknowledge a third impulilon upon

"my mind, equally irrefiftible ^—^grati-

*' tude, :efteem and afFe6tion to that meri-

*• torious, refpe6lable part ofmy country,

" the brave and honeft Britifli foldier

—

*' a private man, defencelefs, becaufe un-

" armed, ignorant of your laws, imqua-

*^ lifted
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" lified to make irood his caufe in a court

" of juilice, and who has not to look for

*' redrcfs of injury to his own officers.

—

" I confefs I am too felfidi to rcfign to any

" brother officer the pride and gratifica-

" tion of flanding in the front, for the

*• defence of men, faithful comrades of

" honor and misfortune, v. ho have

" fought bravely under my orders, who
*' have bled in my prefence, and who are

*' now expoied to oppreffion and perfecu-

*' tion, by the abufe of a treaty figned by

** my hand.

** Thus much I tliought proper to prc-

* mife, lefl any man fliould fuppofe mc

" a6luated by fo mean and paltry a mo-

** tive, as vindiftivc perfonal refentment,

** againft a gentleman too, of whom, be-

«' fore thefe tranfaflions, I could know no

^' harm, and towards whom, if I had any,

*' prejudice, I ferioufly declare it was, from

*' h'ls general deportment, a prejudice of

" favor

—
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" favor—perfonal refentment ?—No, gtn-^

" tlemen, I fland upon broader and firmer

"ground—the ground of natural rights,

" perfonal prote6lion and public honor,

—

" and I appeal to the great principles and

'* land marks bv which human focieties

" hold and are direfted, and which, wher

" ther in fituations of amity or hoftility,

" are efteemed equally facred by the uni-

" verfal concurrence of civilized man.

** And this leads me to a momentary re-

" fle6lion upon the order under which
" you fit, originating from the report of

" the Court of Enquiry.

** It flates

—

Ti?af the Courts after mature

" confideratio?!, are of opinio?! ^ thatfrom the

" evidence offered on thefide ofGeneral Bur-

" goyne againfi Colonel Hejiley, it will be inofi

" for the honor of Colonel Henley, as

^ well asfor the fatisfaSiion ofall interefiedy

" that the judgment ofa Court Martialfiould

** be
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" be taken on his conduct, dnri?ig bis commaml

" at Cambridge. The General approving th:

** opinion of the Court, orders ^ &c,

" I confcfs, I expeeled General Heath

*' would have joined ilhic with the profe-

" ciitor, in thi§ inilance, and placed the

" Court-martial upon a more enlarged

" balls than the honor of an individual,

" however refpeclable he may be, or the

" fatisfaftion of the complainants.—But

" be it as it may, my purpofe is anfwered,

*' a Court-maitial is obtained, the mem-
*' bers are fworn, and they are bound to

'' decide."

" I know you will feel with me the

** difference between this and common
** courts

J
fuch a ftate of tlie minutes as

" would fuffice for your internal convic-

" tion, after hearing the evidence, or as

" would be merely explanatory to the per-

" fon who is to confirm the fentence, will

'' not
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*' not be thought fufficient here. You
" well know the whole of this matter will

" be publiilied, tranilated, confidered and

" commented upon by every nation in the

" world :—^not only reality, but perjpicuify

" of juftice muft appear upon the face of

" the proceedings. You are truftees for

" the honor of an infant State, and there-

" fore evafion, fubterfuge and law-craft"

(an allufion to the Judge Advocate Tudor,

who is a lawyer at Buflon) " were any

" man hardy enough to offer fuch at

" your tribunal, would be of no avail

;

*' nay, v/ere it poilible any member could

" be warped unintentionally by perfonal

** favor, or prejudice of civil conteft (good

*' minds are fometimes prone to fuch illu-

^* fions) yet here a moment's refleclion

" upon the reputation of his countr}^

*' would retrieve his reafon, and what his

** prejudice would incline him to adopt,

^* policy v/ould prompt him to reje6l."

{' Upon
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" Upon the full confidence, therefore,

" of the neccllary, as well as willing

"juftice of the court, I fliall proceed

*' to call the evidence. I have neither in-

" clination or powers to heighten the

** facts by a previous narrative j let them

" ftrike the view as truth Iliall fliew them
*' in all the fimplicity of thgir horrors—

a

" monftrous fpe6lacle, from which the

*' mind and eye will turn afide with de-

" teflation."

Here a variety of evidence fully proved

the accufation of the crimes I mentioned

in my laft, befides various others which

you will perceive commented on, when

the General clofcd the charge.

After a full examination of the evidence

in fupport of the profecution, the Judge

Advocate made an ohjcclion to the General

making any obfcrvations on it, arguing,

that if he was permitted, it muft be upon

the
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the prindple of indulgence, not of right -

and ^fter fome little altercation between

the Judge Advocate and the General, the

Court acquiefced, v^hen General Burgoyne

proceeded as follows i

" Mr. Prejident and Gentlemen of the

" Court
y*

" It being now admitted, that in clofing

** the evidence I may offer fuch argu-

" ments as to me fhall feem proper, in

*' fupport of the charge, and referving to

*' myfelf a claim of replying to the de-

*' fence, I fhall enter upon the firfl part

" of the very painful, though by no

" means difficult undertaking—painful,

" becaufe 1 cannot purfue the offender

" without fetting that offender in points

" of view, at w^hich every benignant mind

" muft fhudder—eafy in every other re-

" fpeft is the talk, becaufe I will venture

** to pronounce the evidence, when ar-

" ranged and adjufled, will amount to

" fuch
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fuch a mafs of proof as cannot be over-

thrown, and will authorize and call for

the ftrongeft terms I can ufe, in my
demand df publit juftice. And, Gen-

tlemen ^ let me be permitted to afTume

to myfelf applaufe rather than blame,

that the evidence has not been laid be-

fore ydu in a regular feries ; the reafoii

was, that though afiured by the reports

made to me, that the evidence would

produce convi6lion upon the whole, I

was ignorant how the teflimony of the

particular witneiTes would apply, and

point to the progefTion of the charges,

becaufe I had no previous intercourfe

with them. I declare upon my folemrt

word and honor, that I had no con-

cern or communication, directly or in-

direclly, with any non-commifTioncd

officer or foldier who has appeared at

your bar, one only excepted, viz. Ser-'

jeant Fleming, of the 47th regiment,

who has depofcd to the falutation Co-

I " lonel
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" lonel Henley gave him and his comrades

** at the Adjutant General's office j the

** whole matter appeared fo very impro-

" bable, that I not only fent for the Ser-

" jeant, to warn htm of the facrednefs of

*' an oath, and the crime of intemperate

*' zeal that led to bearing falfe witnefs ;

*' but alfo I thought it my duty to enquire

** minutely into 'his chara6ler.—I found

*' the man firm and uniform in afTerting

'* his facts J and I found his officers una-

" nimous in fupporting the credit of his

*' veracity.

*' In every other circumftance I adhered

** religioufly to the determination I had

'* taken, of fecluding myfelf from the

** witneifes, not only to guard my cha-

** rafter, in this region of fufpicion and

/ afperfion, againft the fuppolition of un-

" fair praftices ^—I befides had a fcruple

** of trulling my own mind with too

•* hafly prepofleflions in a caufe, whei'ej

- „. ^ " with
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•* with the folemn matter of a public na-

" ture, is involved the fate of a gentle-

** man, high in his mihtary flation, and

•' to judge by the apparent figns of good

** vvilhes on this day, high in popular

" efleem.

** Thus unprejudiced I came into Court*

** I fcorn to take the (lighter matters that

*' might be comprehended in the general

*' words of the charge, fucli as perional

•* incivility to the officers, expreflions and

" aclions of peeviflinefs, haughtinefs and

*' dilgufl. I mean not to prefs, that they

•* exifted, or if they did, I am defirous that

" they (hould pafs as faults of temper and

** deficiencies of manned, incident to

'* man's nature, education, and habitual

'* courfe of lifcj and I fliall confine my
*' comments, as it is my duty to do, to the

** teftimonies of your minutes, and the cir-

*' cumflanccs relating to them.

I 2 " Without
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" Without departing from this princi-

*' pie, it will be necelFary to take a general

" view of the flate of things, previous to the

" date of the gi'icvances complained of.—

*' We arrived at Cambridge, paflengers

'' through your country, under the fan6lion

" of a truce—in v/hatever capacity we had

*' been found in a foreign, and as you intend,

** an independent ftate, we were entitled

** to a perfonal prote^lion, by the general

•'and moft facred laws of cuflom and

** rcafon ; but when, to the promulgated

** law of civilization, are added, the uri-

•' written principles,—or written only

" upon the hearts of generous people,

—

** honor, refpe6l for the brave, the hofpita-

*' ble widies that ufually prefs to the re-

** lief of the unfortunate, the ftranger,

** and the defencelcfs man in your power,

*' how will our claims multiply upon the

** mind ! — Sanguine imaginations con-

" ceived yet further motives for kindnefs

;

'* there were among us men fo vain as to

-»' believe
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** believe, that notwlthflanding the fepa-

** ration between us, the diflerent duties

** we now maintained, the prejudices of

•' pohtical zeal, and the animofity of civil

** war—yet flill the conflifl over, it might

" be remembered we once were brothers,

*' and the more efpecially, as it was im-

*' poflible, by the convention of Saratoga,

" that the generality of us fliould ever op-

*' pofe America in arms again.

" We were led into thefe delufive hopes

'' by the very honorable treatment fliewn

*' us by General Gates, by that we re-

" ceived from you, Mr. Prefident,—(who

" was a Brigadier General Glover) when
" you condu^led us upon the march, and

*' by that we afterwards found from the

*' worthy member of the Court near you,

" (a Colonel Lee) who had the irnme-

*' diate command in this dillrict upon our

" arrival, and to whom, mofl happily

I 2 •* for
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" for US, the command is now again

" devolved."

*^ The firfl: fymptom we difcovered of

'* any uncandid defign, was the mode

^' eilablifhed for correcling errors and dif-

" turbances in the troops of convention

;

••' men were taken up, imprifoned and

" otherwife punilhed by the American

*' troops, without any prior reference to

^' their own officers. I very wtU know with

'* how much flight and fevere derifion my
" fentiments have been trea|:ed on this

*' fubje6^, but I ftill infift, that after tak-

*' ing up men for faults, to have applied

•

' to the officers of the convention troops,

*' in the firft inftance, for their punifh-

*' ment, would have been confonant to

*' every principle of decorum and good

*' policy, not meaning to deny, that upon

'f* any proof of partiality or connivance,

*' or undue lenity, it then became a prq-

^' per and indifpenfible duty of General

'' Heath,
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" Heath, to take the diftiibution of juilicc

** into his own hands."

" The contrary maxim having been

" eftahlilhcil, let us examine, in point of

** time, though the hift in the proceal-

** ings, that burft of independency, fcur-

** rihty and mipicty, from Colonel Henley

*' to the Quarter-mafter Serjeants at the

*' Adjutant-General's Oilice. It is not

*' without difficulty I can frame my
** moutli to read the words, as they were

** delivered upon oath, by that very re-

*' fpe6lable witnefs, Serjeant Fleming,

—

** Toil rafcals, &c. Til ynake diimnation fly

** out of youy and I iviJI niyfcJf one of tbefe

** 7ughts go the rounds^ afid f I hear the

*'
leafi wo^-d or 7ioife in your barracks^ 111

" pour fot amongft you^ and make flames of

** Hell jump out of ^r, and turn your bar'-

*' racks infide out''

I 4 " The
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*' The Court will remember, that wKeii

" this evidence was given, it rather ex-?

^' cited laughter in fome part of the aur

*' dience, than any ferious condemnation;

" this day it feems to make a very difr

*' ferent imprellion——the minds of all

" around follow me while I contend, that

*' expreflions fo wild, fo unfit, fo unpre-

f cedented, from the mouth of a Gentle-

f' man, argue the mpft horrid pafTions

?' boiling in the breafl——the very enthu-

f* fiafm of rage and malice. 1 defy any

*' man to divell himfelf of that idea ; it

** will attend the mind through the whole

*' courfe of the proceedings, and caft a

*' fhocking glare over every fubfequent

** tranfa6lion, of fore-thought intention,

f and bloody refolution."

^' It is very material to obferve, that

** this demonftration of Colonel Henley's

f^ mind was on or about the i6th of

" December, and it was no longer than

^' till
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^' till the 19th, before he confirmed by

^' an ovcrt-a6l, the principles he haj
*' profcficJ."

" The ilabbing of Corporal Reeves is

*' proved by the evidence of Corporal

*' Buchanan, Alexander Thomfon, and
^' Robert Steel.

' I fliall quote indifcriminately from
" the telHmony of thefe vvitnelTes, becaufc

'* though one may recolle6l a few fhort

*' palTages or words more than another,

" there is not a fhadow of contradi6tion,

" and I am confident, there never was an

** inftance where truth was laid before

** a Court by united evidence, more per-

*' fpicuoufly."

" It has been fvvorn, " ^hat on ths morn-

** ing of the igtb of Decembery Colonel

** Henley 'went to the barracks ^ on TrofpeH

** HilU to releafe fome BritiJbfoUierSy iL'ho

ii'erc
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*' ivere priJo?iers ; that ha^obig paraded them,

" he read o^cer their crimes^ and coming to

*^' Reeves, told him he was conjined for in^

^' fulting a Pro'uifKial Offi-cer. Reeves made

*' anj'wery he was Jorry for it ; that he was

*' in liquor, and would not have aSfed fo,

*' had he known him to have been an Officer"

*' I paufe here to apply to the feelings^

*' of the Court, whether a more decent,

*' proper and fatisfaclory excufe could

'* have been conceived—what did it draw

*' from the Colonel r-
—" Had it been ine

'* youfervedjo, I woidd have run you through

*' the body, you rafcal^ Continue the com-

parifon between the language of the Co-

lonel and the Corporal : ^' Sir, I am Jio

*' rafcal, but a good foldier, and my officers

*' know it J and I hope foon to be with General

*' Howe, andfight for my King and countryT

What did this produce from the Colonel ?

*' Damn your King and Country, and an

** order to the guard to run him through

«' the
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** the body—not a hand nor a heart could

** be found for the butchciy. The Colonel,

•' enraged at the virtuous difobcdicnce of

" his men, leaps from his horfc, feizes a

•* firelock with a fixed bayonet, and ftrikcs

*' at the man's heart. I call upon the

** Gentlenran of a learned profelfion near

*' me, to inform the Court, when he

*' fums up the evidence at the clofe of the

*' trial, v^'hethcr this a6l would not con-

** conftitute malice propenfe in law. I

*' mean, that admitting, for the fake of

*' argument, that there had been fuch

*' provocation given, as would have jufti-

" fied a man having an olfenfive weapon

•' to make ufe of it inflantly, which would

** have been only manflaughter, v>hcther

•* the intermediate act of difmounting a

** horfe, and taking a firelock from the

*' other, implying time for rccolIe6lion,

" would not have conftituted the a6t of

" wilful murder, hail the man died. Con-

*' fider now, Gentlemen, what followed

:

*' the
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*' the brave Corpor^, in the inflant ex-

" pe6lation that his words v^ould cofl

" him his life, perfevered, " Idojit care, I

*' will Jlaiid by my King and my Country till

*' I die r The a6lion would have charm-

'' ed a brave maiij it would have been a

*' fpell upon his arm, and kept the flroke

^' fufpended beyond the power of witch-

'* craft—what efFeft had it upon the Co-

" lonel ? To provoke a fecond ftab, which

*' was only diverted by the intervention of

" the man ne^it him, who caught hold of

" the bayonet and threw it up."

*' Gentlemen, when I fay the perfever-

** ance of the Corporal ought rather to

'* have pleafed than provoked, I fpeak

*' not vaguely or romantically—-I feel

" confcious proof of the truth^ and when

" I confider the a6lions of a Wafliing-

*? ton—when I meet in the field a Gates,

" an Arnold, a General Glover, and fee

*' them bravely facing death, in fupport

" of
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** of their principlcsr—though I would

** filed my \ai\ blood upon a different con-

*' virion, 1 cannot withhold from the

" enemy the rerj-)c6l due to the foldier,

*' and the immediate confli6l over, he

** robs me of my anger, and feizcs my
'* good will.

*• Gentlemen, in the different parts of

** the examination upon this facl, many
** queftions have been afked by the pri-

•* foner, by the Judge Advocate, and by

** the Court, refpefting the appearance of

" the prifoner's temper. Was he not in

** a mild mood ?—Did he not fccm good

*' humored ? Mild murder Good

' humored murder are phrafes, I

*' fancy, will not convey any clear mean-

*' ing, till men change their ideas of that

*' crime ! We hear, it is true, fometimes,

*' as a fort of proverb, to mark the utmoft

*' malignity and treachery of a man fmil-

" ing in your face while he cuts your

** throat

;
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** throat i but, I believe, fuch fmiles were

'* never produced as excufes or extenua-*

•' tion of guilt. Thefe queflions, there-

*' fore, as I conceive, can have no ten*

*' dency but to infmuate, that Colonel

** Henley's paffion was entirely raifed by

*' the immediate provocation he received.

*' I am ready to join ilTue upon this argu-

*' ment, and if the gentlemen will reft his

** caufe upon it, I will relinquiih the

** proof eftabllflied of Reeves's decency

*' and confiftency, and give him latitude

'^ for all the provocation he can fuppofe,

•' fliort of perfonal aflault, and the ne-

«' ceffity of felf-defence, which I am fure

*' will not be pretended—tranfpofe, if he

** pleafes, the time when Reeves is prov-

*' ed to have talked about Ring Hancock,

" and bring it back to the inllant where

" it was attempted to be introduced as a

" fubftantial matter of provocation. He
*' ihall add infolence of gefture to abufive

** tf?rms, and under all thefe {i8:itiou9

*^ circumftances.
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** clrcumfhinces, I will take the judgment

*' of the Court, wlicther Colonel llcnlev,

*' with full powers to imprilbn, and to

*' pujiiih by re:;iilar, decent, legal procccd-

** ing, has a ihadow of j unification tor

** making himfelf, in his own perfon,

*' party, judge and executioner." De-

ferring the conclulion till another oppor-

tunity, and willing to embrace t]\c very

favorable one that occurs. I remain

Yours, &c.

T E T-
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LETTER LL

Camhridgey in NeiJO England^

March 6th 1778.

MV DEAR FRIEND,

TXriTHOUT any preface, I fhall

* * proceed to finifh the General's

addrefs, as if no delay had intervened.

" iFrom the 1 9th ofDecember, the hands

*' of Colonel Henley v\^ere imbrued in

" blood, till the 5th of January j but it

*' evidently appears upon your proceed-

*' ings, that the influence of his example,

" and the encouragement of his precepts,

^' failed not to operate. As the firft

** proof
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** proof of it, I requeft the attention of

'* the Court to the teflimony of Colonel

*' Lind, concerning the pofitiorl of the

*' ccntry, which was fuch as muft necefTa-

" rily afFe6l eveiy pallenger upon the

*' public road, whenever he fired ; and

*• at the fame time with a readinefs to do

*' mifchief, fo marked, that he took wo-
*' men for his obje6ls, and would not

** give them time to turn rourld, * he had

' ordersfo to do! Let the behaviour of the

" next centry, to whom Colonel Lind

" applied, concerning the ungentleman-

" like behaviour of the officer, with his

" confirmation of the whole proceeding,

" being according to order, be com-

'* bined and compared, and it muft urii-

" verfally ftrike comrhon fenfe, that thefe

** were feveral parts of otie determined

** plan to difFufe the feeds of difcord and

*' fury, in order afterwards to countenance

** a general havock.

Vol. n. K *' But
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" But, it may be faid, the orders under

*' which the continental troops a6led,

*' were not thofe of Colonel Henley, but

*' of a Superior. Will that be pleaded ?

" Was the pofition of the centries to kill

** or wound three or four pafTengers at a

" fhot, the firing upon women, the refufal

** of redrefs to Colonel Lind, with all the

*" indecent manner and language attend-

*' ing—will thefe circumftances be al-:

" ledged to have proceeded from fuperior

" orders ?—If fo, the excufe, indeed, be-

*' comes more alarming to us. It is not

'* my part, at this time, to. drop a confider-

«* ation that would lead far on that fub-

" je6l, I lliall only remark, how little the

*' excufe would benefit Colonel Hen-
" ley, who would ilill remain a cruel agent

*.' of—(I will ufe no improper terms) I

" will only fay, a cruel agent of too hafty

*|^^nnciplcs.

" Colonel
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" Colonel Henley has afked, whether

** complaints were made to him of the

*' tranladlions of the 22d j I believe there

" were not—but I dare fay he will recol-

*' le6l the reafon—other grievances of the

" mofl atrocious nature, abufe of officers,

" and aflaults upon their lives, were pre-

*' paring to be laid before General Heath

:

" they were in number, and in time, to

" have filled up a much longer interval

" than between the 19th of December
** and the 8th of January, and not brought

" before this Court, becaufe I underflood

" it to be the intention of General Heath
*' they fhould be feparately enquired into.

" Enough has appeared to fhew how the

*' fyftem of perfecution was preferved, and

" I come now to the tranfaflion of the

" 8th of January.

" Upon a general view of that black

'• day, I am at a lofs where firfl to carry

" your obfervation—the field was exten-

K 2 five.
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*' five, the fcenes feparate and fucceffive,

" but evidently guided by one uniform de-

" fign.——In one place, a party on the

" march are flabbing and knocking out

" the brains of innocent fpedators at

" anotherJ men, under pretence of a pri-

" foner's efcape, are glutting the fame

" bloody purpofes upon men not pretend-

" ed to be concerned—in a third. Colonel

"Henley, in perfon (theBritifh officers at

"the fame time being denied admittance,

"'as appears by the evidence of Lieutenant

f'Bibby) is running men through the

" body with his fvvord.

.Cj

^.ri^The firft of thefe complicated horrors,

" in point of time, was the attack firfl

'I w ith the bayonet, and afterwards with

" the butt end of the firelock. I will

*
' read the evidence, without a comment"

(which was the evidence of Major Forfler

of the twenty-firft regiment, and Lieu-

tenant Smith of the x'\rtillcry, who de-

pofed.
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jx)fc(], that they were within thirty yards,

that they neither heard or faw any provo-

cation or inluh offered, but were count-

ing the files of the guard j that when the

rear came near the Britifli Guard-room,

they obferved a fcufflc, and the guard pafled

on ; upon their going over, found .Trud-

get had been wounded, and the blood

running down his face ; they ordered the

men to difperfe, which they did imme-

diately J that there was a free pafTage for

the Continental troops, and not the leafl

difpute upon that fubje6l. " I have only

*' now to remark, it is rather a prepof-

" fefiion in favor of the Continental

*' troops, to fuppofe that fuch malici-

" ous treatment could proceed from a

" general fentjment ; no body of people

** a^e fo barbarous, unlcfs inftiirated, and

" now is the time to call upon the learned

" Gentleman near mc, for another duty

*' of his ofhce, to expound to the Court

" the principles of law, refpe<5ling accef-

K 3
'^ faries
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" faries and accomplices, and to fay whe-

" ther a man, by order, advice, example,

" or any other encouragement, influencing

** another to do a mifchievous a6t, is not

" particefs criminis^ at ^n hundred miles

** diflance, as much as if prefent on the

!* fpot.

*' The ftabbing of Wilfon follows in

** courfe of the evidence," (he was wound-

ed in the fide by a Provincial foldier, whilfl

he was parrying off the bayonet that

another was puihing at him) " and it

** appears, as little comment is neceflary

*' upon this, as upon the former aftion,

" further than to remark, that in this

** cafe, Colonel Henley is found to be ac-

•* ceflary, not upon circumftantial, pre-

*' fumptive and argumentative, but up-

*' on pofitive proof, for it is fworn the

** a6lion was done in his fight ; that he

" made no attempt to prevent it, and

*' though it be alledged, and even ad-

" mitted.
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•* mitted, that he was at too great a dif-

** tance, yet his giving no reprimand nor

" check to the foldiers, upon feeing the

" a6l committed, carries as dired^ a con-

** vi(Slion of approbation and encourage-

" ment, as if he had given open ap-

** plaufe.

" The laft article to mark tbe thirft of

** blood, is the ftabbing Corporal Hadley,

" and following Winks with threats of the

** fame fate.—It would be fuperfluous to

" expatiate upon the ftrength of the

" proofs, the concurrence of witnefles,

** that there was no provocation to this

** deliberation and wantonnefs of bar-

•* barity. The intention is fo clear, in

" my opinion, againft the probability of

" doubt, that I ihould not touch a mo-
** ment upon it, were it not that a vci-y

** grave application was made to the

" Court, by the moft refpe6lable autho-

" rity in it, to confider of the nature of

K 4 " wounds,
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" wounds, as matters of the greatefl Im-'

" portance—rand quefHon upon queftion

" was put to the Surgeon, in every cafe,

^* to find vyhether they were dangerous or

:" not.--Is it ppflible that any Gentleman

" can mean to meafure the degree pf the

" crime by the depth of the wound, and

" to argue that a man may thrufl a wea-

" pon into another's breaft with impunity,

" provided he does not touch a mortal

f* part 1 If this do6lrine holds good, you

" ought to eftablifh fchools of anatomy

** for the education of young officers ; the

" fcience of difieftion fhould be added to

" the fkill of the fencing-mafter, to train

" the pupils to that nicety of touch, that

" can feel to a hair's-breadth between

" death and life ; a fort of fiddleftick dex-

" terity, that can run divifions upon veins

•* and arteries, and flop fhort in time and

" tune to the thoufandth part of a fecond.

?* Really, Gentlemen, I am not willingly

" ludicrous upon this fubje6t, but it is

*' impoffible
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'* impoffible to treat fuch an argument

" gravely. 1 difmifs it to my learned

" neighbour, with one more injun6lion to

" (riew the Court, in law, that where a

" man palFes a fword with violence at

" another's bread, whether the wound is

" a mere pundlure, or goes to the hilt, the

" intentional guilt is the fame. 1 have

" only one matter further to obferve, upon

" the crofs-queflioning of the witneflcs

;

" it has perhaps been wilhed to infinuate,

" that at the time of thefe violent proceed-

*' ings, there was caufe of apprehenfion

" the armed troops might be furroundcd

*' and overcome ; the troops themfelves

" will hardly thank their friends for that

" idea!—What, fliall it be alledged that

" the militia of America, who, animated

*' by their caufe, have been fclf taught the

*' ufc of arms ; that body, where every

" man is fuppofed himfelf to be an hoft

—

'* fhall fuch foldicrs be apprehenfive of

" danger, from half their number of un-

** armed
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** armed, mercenary, miniflerial flaves, for

" fuch I know they think us !—No, Gen-

" tlemen, I reject with you fo injurious a

" fuppofition 3 I give credit to the fpirit

** and force of your mihtia;—I do it feri-

" oufly and upon experience, and it is

** upon that credit I found this propofi-

** tion, that it being impoflible the officers

*' and foldiers fhould be induced to a6ls

** of violence, by any apprehenfion of

** refillance, it follows, by the fairefl de-

** du6lion, that either there was more pre-

** valent malignity than ever appeared be-

*' fore in the human heart, or that the

** whole proceeded from dire<5lion, order,

*' and a fyftematical plan.

" Little more, I imagine, need be remark-

" ed, to apply the evidence to the feveral

** diflin6l terms I have ufed in the charge.

'* That the whole tenor of Colonel Hen-

** ley's condu6l was heinoufly criminal, as

f* an Officer, will hardly be difputed, in a

" country
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" country where the principles of liberty

** have been fo deeply fludicd. An army

*' is not to be borne in a free State, but

" upon the principle of defence againfl an

** outward enemy, or the prote<5lion of the

'* laws.—The officer who mal<es himfelf

*' the Arbiter of the Law, is guilty of the

•* moll fhameful pen^erfion of moral duty,

*' and his impunity would fcarcely be

'* thought a very comfortable prefage of

*' the growing liberties of his country.

•* I have alfo faid, the Colonel's beha-

** viour was unbecoming a man.—I will

*' not trifle with the time or underftanding

** of the Court, to enter into definitions

** upon this term, nor will I fhock the

*' ears of Officers, nor even of the unfor-

" tunate perfon under trial, with fo grofs a

" term as the world in general apply to

** the a6l of affiaulting a woman, a prieft,

** or unarmed man, for they are all exaflly

•* in the fame predicament. The fword

" drawn
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** drawn for fuch a piirpofe is no longer

*' tjie badge and diflindlion of a gentle-

*' man j it is degraded with the imple-

'* ments of the aflaffin and hangman, and

*' contracts a ilain that can never be wiped

** away.

I cannot help remarking to you, for

I was in Court that day, at the con-

^lulion of this laft fentence, the Colonel

changed color, and appeared burfling

with rage j but to proceed

^' Gentlemen," fays the General,—" I

" have now gone through the material

'* parts of the proceedings ; whether the

** offences are refolved into vindi6live

'* refentment, or more deep defign, or

*' both, it muft ftill appear wonderful

" that a general maflacre did not enfue.

—

*' By the patience and the difcipline of

** the Britifli foldiers, thofe horrors have^

" been avoided 3 but whatever the efcape

" may
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" may have been upon our part, it is

** tenfold more material on yours. We
** might, perhaps y for the ftrugglcs of the

** defperate are hard but, perhaps y we
" might have been facrificed to the lad

*' man—we Hiould thus have paid a fol-

" dier's debt, which we have often rifqued

;

'
' our fall would have been revenged, and

*' our memories attended with pity and

" honor. But for America, the tranf-

" a6lions would have remained a foul and

"indelible blot in the firft page of her

*' New Hiftoiy, nor would any feries of

'* difavowal and penitence, nor ages of

*' rectitude in government, purity in man-
** ners, inflexible faith, or the whole ca-

" talogue of public virtues, have rcdecm-

" ed her in the opinion of mankind."

Here the Court was flruck with much

awe, and feemed to be imprcllbd with a

rcfolve to act impartially but to re-

turn to the General's fpcech

" Now,
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" Now, Gentlemen, confider the words

*' of the order under which you fit re-

*' form the opinion of the Court of En-

" quiry, and fay, whether it is the honor

*' of Colonel Henley, or the honor of

** America, by which your minds ought

" to be imprefTed, when they proceed to

*' judgment in this caufe. I clofe with

" that confideration, as far as I can im-

*' imprefs it upon your breafls 1 truft

*' they are replete and pregnant with juf-

" tice, honor, and duty to your profeT-

" fion ; and above all, with that glorious

^' whig principle, the words of which are

" become almofl a general motto in this

" country, and the genuine fubftantial

*' pra6lice of which I (hall ever revere in

*' any country, ^ due fefife of the general

" rights ofmankinds I truft you have all

*' thefe qtialities, and in that perfiiafion,

*' I cannot doubt what will, be the ilfue:

*' of the caufe."

« After
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After the General had finiihed, the

evidence for the prifoner was adduced,

which went fully to fubftantiate the evi-

dence of the witnell'es for tlic profecu-

tion, making only this addition, that

Reeves, &c. gave great provocation.—

After the evidence for the prifoner was

finiflied, Colonel Henley read a paper,'

which he hadfigned, attefted by the Judge

Advocate, and declined faying any thing

further in his defence.

Mr. Prcfidcnt and Gentlemen of the

Ccurt.

*' I Tiave particular reafons, and in my'

" own apprehenfions very fufhcicnt, for

*' decHning to fay a fingle word, in anfwer

** to the illiberal abufc thrown upon me,

*' and the palpable difhonor don# to my
'* country, by General Burgoync, in this

** Court. It is, Mr. Prefident, a new
*' thing under the Sun, and, taken in all

" its
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" its circumflances, totally without *'x-

'* ample -i

" The Judge Advocate will fum up the

** evidence with ability and impartiality.

*' Such is my confcioufnefs of having done

*' nothing through this whole affair, but

*' what the honor and fafety of my coun-

*' try abfolutely required, that I fhall reft

" entirely fatisfied with your decifion, be-

*' ing at the fame time fully perfuaded,

" that the impartial public, at whofe bar

" I iland, will join with you in acquitting

" me from all the injurious and illiberal

*' charges of General Burgoyne, and that

" they will vindicate me for that hurna^

" pity, chara6leriilic of an American
•' Officer, and with which the officers and

*' foldiers of General Burgoyne's army
*' have been treated, while I was honor-

*' ed with the command of. the Guards."

To
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To tills poor defence, which the Co-

lonel and the Judge Advocate were feve-

ral days in framing, with a review of the

evidence in defence of the prifoner, the

General made an immediate reply^ which

I mult defer to my next, till when, I

remain

Yours, &c.

LET-
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LETTER LII.

Camirldge, in Ntav England,

March izth, 1778.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

NO doubt, long before you receive

this, you will be anxious for the

General's reply to the inventive defence of

the Colonel.—I therefore take up my pen,

and only wifh this had not to crofs the

Atlantic to eafe your anxiety.

*' Mr, Prepdejif, and Gentlemen of the

*' Coiirtr

*' On the day of your lafl adjournment,

** the Judge Advocate notified to me, that

" the
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** the Court had agreed I fhould reply to

** Colonel Henley's defence, but had di-

*' re6led that the reply fhould be made

" immediately after the Colonel clofed:

** He added, that all interefled are to at-

'' tend and come prepared.

" I did not judge, from the mariner in

' which the Court have treated me hither-

* to, that in any inllance they meant me
* uncandidly. I therefore fuppofe, that

' when they made it a point I fliould

come prepared to anfwerj off hand, ar-

' guments which might have been a

' month in framing, they faw the evi-

' dence before them in fo flrong a view,

* that no argument, on my part, could

* be neceiiar)' Did I want further con-

' fidence in this opinion, I could not fail

' of deriving it in a mofl ample degree,

' from the condu6l of the prifoncr, who
' has been juft now conilrained, by his

' fituation, to fubflitute invedive for ar-

L 2 *' gument.
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'*' gument, and to recriminate, where it

*' was impoffible to defend. Under the

" fan6lion of the Court, and the circum-

** ftances of the time, this cmidid Gentle-

>*i-a2!n.has ventured to make ufe of terms

** to which my ears have not been accuf-

" tomed^ but he is miftaken if he thinks

'^ to,draw from me an intemperate reply;

" (Ml the contraiy, as condu6lor of this

" profecution, I have rather to thank him

:*' for his. afliftance. After having furnilh-

:*^*,ed me, during the whole courfe of what

^lis ealled his defence, with evidence to

" CoiToborate the facts alledged againft

.'* him, he at lafl fleps forth a volunteer

" witnefs (the moft undeniable one fure

.'* that ever came before a Court) to prove

" the heat of his own temper, which is of

.*• itfelf a material part of his accufation.

" This remark is the only return I fliall

" at prefent addrefs to the prifoner, for

^.' the exprcffions he has ufed 3 but I can^

-'J.-not quit the fubjeft, without ferioufly

: ... ,
'* appealing
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** appealing to the recollection of the

*' Court, whether, from the outlet, I did

'* not, in the moll pofitive terms, difavow

" all perfonal refentmejit, and whether

'* the fbrongeft language which the courfe

** of my duty, as profeciitor, led me to

" ufe, did not invariably arifc from the

*' facls, and apply to the offence more
*' than to the offender. I make the fame

*' appeal againft the accufation of " hav-

** ing done palpable dijhonor to the count?y
*' in this Court'' Is it to do palpable dif-

" honor to a country to appeal to the

*' juftice of it ? It puzzles my intellc6ls

'* to conceive the meaning of this laii ex-

" preflion ; but indeed. Sir, I want no
*' other vindication than your fdence, to

*' prove that I have not abufed the lati-

" tude I pofielTed in either cafe; for would

" you, Mr. Prefident, or any member of

*' the Court, have fuffered a profecutor to

** infult an unhappy man, under trial,

*' with illiberal abufe ? Still lefs would

L 3
** you
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** you have fuffered the country to be

*• treated opprobioufly. It is for Colonel

*' Henley to reconcile with his refpe6l to

*^ the Court, charges, which if founded,

*' would be a general refle(5lion upon their

** condudl,

*' I underftand great expe6lation has

^' been raifed of a very elaborate defence

*' on the part of Colonel Henley, and ac-

*' knowledge I myfelf little thought he

^* would throw up his caufe quite fo con-

" fefledly, though I was always fure, that

*' neither ingenuity nor fophiftry, nor all

** the talents which the ableft counfel

*' could aflift him with, would be fuffi-

' cient to effecl the great leading propofi-

^' tion upon which I ground myfelf, as

'-' upon an immoveable rock, viz. that the

** proofs on the part of the profecution

^* do not only remain unimpeached, but

^* are augmented and enforced in the moft

i
** material
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*' itiaterlal parts, by the evidence produced

*' in the defence.

** Gentlemen, a very few obfervations

<' will fufhce to juftify this alTertion.

" The firft part of the charge which the

** prifoner brings evidence to oppofe, is

•* that concerning Coporal Reeves, on the

**
1 9th of December, and the fir ft evidence

" is Major Sweafey, an officer of rank and

'* trufl in your army, warm in the pre-

*' fent unhappy conteft, and naturally

*' impreffed with inclinations to favor his

" countryman, his brother officer and

** friend. Yet, with all thefe circum-

*' fiances to bias (fuch is the force of

^' truth and honor upon that gentleman's

'* mind) he proves to be the ftrongeft wit-

** nefs of the whole trial, on the fide of

•* the profecution.

L4 •' **The
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" The beginning of this Gentleman^s

*' relation is a confirmation of all the lead-

^' ing circumflances mentioned by the

*' other witnefles. The firft new matter

" of evidence is, that when he, the Major,

*' told Reeves he was a rafcal, the Corporal

*^ made a reply to him (not to Colonel

^' Henley) he was no more a rafcal than

*' he was, at which he raifed his whip^

*? and told him, if he did not hold his

" impertinence, he would flrike him.

—

" One circumflance of this part of the

*' evidence cannot pafs obfervation, viz.

*' that the poor Corporal had two ag-

" grefTors to anfwer inftead of one.—The
^^ word, and the menaces attending that

" word Rafcal, came to his ears on both

** fides. Another circumftance is equally

** obferveable, and it flands upon your pro-

" ceedings, as a record of honor to Major

** Sweafey, that his warmth of temper was

" moved at the recital of Reeves's offence,

V to give a fharp rebuke, and to ufe an

" opprobrious
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'•^ opprobrious cxprcfiion, but the Idea of

** challifement went no further than a

*' llroke with a riding-whip—Happy had

*' it been for the prifoner had he followed

** i^o temperate an example.

" The Major's narrative proceeds in rc-

'^ fpect to Colonel Henley's difmounting,

** catching the firelock and ftabbing

*' Reeves, in conformity to all the wit-

*' nelfes for the profecution, except that

** the circumftance of ordering one of the

" guard to run the Corporal through is

** omitted, and his recollection being called

>* to that circumflance, by a queftion in

** the crofs-examination, he replies, " He
** ^/V nof hear him' (but with a candor

*' and tenderncfs to his oath, which never

^' departs from him) he adds, " He might
f* have given fuch an order and I not hear it.

*' The foregoing evidence, therefore,

f* is not fliaken by any contradiclion, but

*'it
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** it is immediately after augmented by aA

*' entire new circumftance, viz. that after

'* the firft thrull, upon Reeves's ftill talk-

" ing to Colonel Henley, he ftepped back,

** and made a motion to cock the firelock,

" and added, he would blow his brains

" out, or words to that effeft, when a

** Britilh foldier took hold of the firelock

^' and threw it up. I requeft the Court

*' to take notice, that Major Sweafey, un-

^' called upon by any leading queftion,

" remembers that a6l which faved Reeves

" from a fecond thruft, accompanied per-

*' haps with fire. Can any doubt be now
" entertained of Colonel Henley's refolu-

" tion ? I think I have proof they were

" obvious to Major Sweafey, at the time,

'* by the very remarkable part of the evi-

*' dence, " 1 then got off my horfe (a con-

" du6l worthy his chara6ler, expreffive of

" his apprehenfions and his humanity)

" and begged Colonel Henley to fend Reeves

" to the Gtmrd-houfe" The other peti-

** tioners
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«« tloners joined their interccfTion, and the

,*^ man's Ufe at lall was faved.

" It may perhaps be obje6led to this

<' argument, that Major Sweafey, upon

** being afked, in the crofs-examination,

*' whether he thought Colonel Henley

" made a thruil: with an intent to injure

" or to filence the Corporal 3 anfwcrs, to

" filence him ; for if he had puflied his

*' arm forward, he would have run him

** through.

" And in another place he makes ufe of

y the words, *' to ftill him.

^' I fcorn to infmuate, that a witnefs

** of the Major's defcription meant to keep

' a falvo upon his mind, and purpofely to

" ufe any term of ambiguity. I upon my
*' honor believe, that when the Major
•* makes ufe of the words to filence or to

' Hill, he means to terrify him till he held

" his
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"his tongue ; but I beg leave to obfeiTe,

" that great difference might be made irt

*' the Major's opinion, between the time

" the acl was committed, and the time

" his fentiments are afked in Court.—The
*' converfation with Colonel Henley, the

*' belief of his other friends, and the can-

*' dor of his own heart now perfuaded

" him, that the Colonel's intents were in-

" nocent. His own interference and in-

*' tercelTion mark his doubts, at leafl at

" the time, and did they not, the Court

" will hold themfelves bound to a(5l upon

" their own opinion, formed upon com-

" bination and comparifon of circum-

*' fiances, and not upon the opinion of

" another, which is no evidence. They
** will alfo recolle(5l, that this opinion

" goes only to the firft ftab, and is formed

" upon its not being forcible. It does

" not appear that the Major formed any

" opinion, nor indeed could he, upon

" what force would have been the fecond

"itah
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*' ftab of a man rifing in a pafTion, had

" it not been prevented by feizing the

*' bayonet and his intercelTion.

*' It is not neceflaiy to trouble the

' Court with a review of any other parts

' of this upright evidence, which is long.

* The anfwcrs to the crofs queftions in

' general go to a full confirmation of the

' narrative, with this one addition and

* aggravation of Colonel Henley's con-

' duct, that the Major thinks the lan-

' guage of Jleeves was addreiTed more to

' himiblf than the Colonel, till after

' the ftab.

*' Captain Wild, of the Militia, is the

** next witncfs, and confirms the excufe

*' of Reeves, and every other circumHance

<* in the beginning of the affair, as dated

*' by the former witnefles, and by Major

** Svveafey, except the fmall difference that

•' Colonel Ilcnley, not Major Svveafey,

'' finl
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*' fiiTt made ufe of the word Rafcal. Ha
" mentions afterwards another new cir-

" ciimfcance, that the prior witnefs had

" forgot, viz. " Reeves turning to Buchanan

y

*' and damning him, faying, ivhy dorit yoit

^^Jland up for your King and Country.

*' Buchanan defired him to he Jiill. Reeves

" replied, God duimn them all. III fiand up

^^for my King and Cou?itry while I have life ;

^^ if I had arms and ammunition I ivould

*' foon be with General Howe and be rc^

" vengedy He afterwards relates, in a

*' very circumftantial manner, making the

*' pulh at Reeves 5
" Reeves ftepped back

*' one foot, but the bayonet pricked him,"

'* and the lifting up the piece a fecond

" time, and Buchanan feizing it and turn-

*' ing it afide.

** Upon the crofs quellioning, the v/it-

" nefs gives nearly the fame anfwers as

*' Major Sweafey, upon the matter of opi-

*' nion of Colonel Henley's intention, and

''of
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"of not hearing Colonel ITenlcy order

** a man of the guard to run ]\ecves

" through, before he dlfmounted, but

** repeating the firfl, the manner in which

**-this Gentleman exprefles himfelf is re-

" markable :
" 1 believe you only meant

" to filencc him, as you /poke inUdh\ till

" Reeves faid, God damn them all." That
** Captain Wild thought the Colonel was

** in a pajTion afterwards, is clear from

" his anfwer to the qucflion, " ^whether

^^ it is a rttk-in the Continental fervicey to

''\filence men by the bayonet or fword -y when
" he replied, // is ?wt, but ^juhen a maiis

" temper is raifed, he is apt to do things he

*' "iVGuld 7iot at other times.

" I cannot quit this evidence, without

" clafTmg it with Major Sweafey's, and

" while it does honor to the witnefs, in

" point of ti*uth and candour, it is to be

** remarked, that it is alfo exceedingly cir-

" cumftantial, new and leading circum-

*' llances
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*' fiances are remembered, none forgot,

" except the order to the guard, and the

*' Court will fee by and by, why I fo folicit

" their attention to thefe remarks.

*' The wltnefTes that follow are indeed-

*' of a very different fort ; the Court will

" recolle6f the appearance of the firfl,

*' Corporal Dean, he told his fcory very

*' fluently, with that remarkable new
" incident of provocation in Corporal

'* Reeves, who, he fwears pofitively, faid

*' to Colonel Henley,—" If I am a rajcaly

** you are a damned rajcal-^ but after all this

"fluency and recollection,, upon his crofs

" queflioning, neither encouragement, nor

*' admonition, nor patience, nor leading

*' queftion, could draw an anfwerthat
** any man could underfland^ and parti-

" cularly the Court will remember his

*' filence and his countenance,.when prefled

" to declare his fentimcnts upoii the obli-

" gation of an oath; I will not be fo un

•
" candid
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' candid as pofitively to pronounce upon

' guilt from appearance, but it is the great

' value of parole evidence, that a Court

' may fee the manner, and thence form a

' judgment upon the credibility of a v\dt-

' nefs.—From what probable caufe did the

' confafion of this man arife ?—It was

' not the awe of the Court ; and it is fair

' to fuppofe it is a weaknefs of under-*

' ftanding ; confequently he was a fit fub-

' fubjecl to be tutored, and if not wilfully

' perjured, led into a belief of more than

' he actually faw and heard.

" He is followed by a firing of the befl

" in{lru6led young men that ever related

" a flory in public—Elijah Horton, Silas

" Mofs, James Brazer, Wedfv/orth Hor-

*' ton, and John Beny, moil of them lads

** of fixteen years of age.

" I need not recall to the Court the pre-

" cifion of the recital of tliefe youths, nor,

Vol. II. M " the
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" the manner of their delivery.—It was
*' the exact tone and repetition of a fable

" at fchool, and fo well was the kflbn got

" by heart, that there was not a fnigle

" difference in the arrangement, and fcarce

" a fyllable mifplaced. But it is not only

*' in the fmiilitude of memory thefe youths

^' are extraordinary, tlicy are equally re-

'.' miarkable in the precifion of their for-

" getfulnefs, with a recolledion fo acute,

"as to repeat verbatim a long flory of

" Corporal Reeves, and the marked ex-

" prefTion of " dmnned raJcaV to Colonel

"' Henley ^ not one fyllable was heard by

*' any Britifli witnefs, nor by thofe atten-

" tive, circumflantial, refpeCtablewitnefles

" Major Sweafey and Captain Wild ; not

" one of the whole five can remember a

" word or circumilance refpe(?cing the

" Colonel's damning Rci'ves's king and

" country^ attempting a fccond pafi^ and

^' hcin^ prevented by Biicbajians Jlizing

'^ihe firdocli\ to all of which all the

.' '' other
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'* Other witnefTes have pofitively fworn.

—

" Upon the whole, I contend, that no

" contradiftion of witnefTes could invali-

*' date their teftimony more than fuch an

*' exa6l conformity in circumftances, fen-

*' tences and words, when it was for the

" purpofe of five perfons to recollefl the

*' fame ftory, and an equal conformity in

" the want of recolleftion in circum-

'' fiances, that mufl indifpenfibly have

" been as manifefl to their obfervation, as

*' to that of any other witnefs.

" I ov/e an apology to the Court for

" having dwelt upon the invalidation of

" thefe witnefTes longer than was necef-

" fary ; for the weaknefs of their inflruc-

*• tor, whoever he has been, has counter-

" a6l:ed his wickednefs, and it would do

" no harm to this profecution, to give a

" full fcope to their teflimony, becaufc

" there is no m.axim in law more clearly

" laid down, and more generally under-

M 2 .
" flood.
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'* flood, than that " no affront by words or

*' gejlures only is a fnfficient provocation^ fa

" as to exciife or extenuate fuch aBs -of vio^

" le?2ce as manifejily endanger the life of

^^ another.

'' The next matter to which the wit-

^* nefles in defence have gone, is the iiab-

*' bing of Triidgett on the 8th of January,.

" and there hkewlfe their teflimony has

*^- ferved to aggravate, inftead of contra-

*' dieting the charge. Serjeant Kettle, in

*' particular, exprefsly fays, he thought the

'^ foldiers deferred ftahhing] as they would

*' not get out of the v/ay > and in another

" place, that laughing and fneering as it

*' --were (which he acknowledges, w^as the

'* only provocation) w^as fufiicient to juf-

" tify {tabbing.

' ^' I fliall give the Court no trouble upon

«' the evidence brought to prove the pro-

''vocation of a rcicue^ the efcape of

'* Buchanan
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" Buchanan was not heard without a

*' fmile in Court, nor can it be ferioufly

*' commented on, except in the anfwer

*' of Efell Pierce, a lad of fixteen, to

" the Judge Advocate, who aiked him
*' whether he thought he run the Britifh

*' foldier into the bodyj " / believe I did
'

" (fays he triumphantly) I piijljcd as hard

'*' as 1 coidd^ and ivith a good ipill—he cried

*' ozit God da7nn youJ' This is but one of,

*' feveral inftances that misiht be fele6led

*' from thefe proceedings, to fhew the de-

*' gree of rancor to which the minds of

*' the American foldiers were excited.

*' Children that had fcarcejy loft the tafte

" of their mothers milk, acquired athirffc

*' for blood—-among thofe from whom
** they took the example ; the Colonel

*' thinks a man deferves death if he looks

" fulky ; the Serjeant thinks the fame if

*' he fmile3. Good God ! What is the

^* value of a Britifh life, at fuch a time,

**
jkH fuch hands.

Ms ''In
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^ ** In a former part of thefe proceedings,

" I expreifed my defire that the Judge-

" Advocate would explain to the Court

" the eflablillied principles of law, refpect-

*' ing abfent perfons being acceffaries to

*' oifences which they have in any man-
'* ner influenced, and almoft every fen-

" tence that has fallen from the lad wit-

*' nefs upon the affair of Trudgett, is a

'* new call to prefs the conlideration of

*^ thofe principles. I am perfuaded the

" learned gentleman will not contradi6t

' ^ me, in the few more leading propofi-

" tions I fliall add to thofe I mentioned on

'^ a former occafion, Firfl, " Any jnan

*^ advifmg, infiiencing^ or countenancing ano-

' ther^ be it by words^ reward or example

^

*' to do mifchief, is an accejfary at a dljiance.

" Secondly, T^hough mifchief is committed

" ^y different means than thofe propofed be-

** tween infiigator and perpetrator ; for in-

^'
fance h. perfuades B. to poifon C. he

^' kills him by any other means ; A. is ac^-

"firy
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^^ Jury. Thirdly, When the principal goes

" beyond the term of fillcitation^ If In the

•* ccent the mlfchlef committed was a proba-

" ble ccnfequeiice of what was ordered or ad-

" vlfed, the perfon gvolng fiich orders or ad-

** vice will be accejfary.

" Apply the above maxims :—Colonel

** Henley direcls his men only to knock

" down any Britifli foldier, who they think

" looks fulky at them (you have feen that

" he often thought a much greater punifli-

" ment was due for fuch a crime as a fulky

" look) but we will fuppofe, he only or-

" ders them to knock a man down, or to

** prick him or fill kl?n, and a foldier fires

" down a common road, fticks his bayonet

" into one, and ilrikes at the brains of

" another with the butt of his firelock,

^' Colonel Henley is a party to the mif-

*' chief, whatever it may be, and upon a

** continuation of the principle laid dovvn

^* before,—" I'he advice y orders or Infuence^

M 4 " are
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" are fagitious on the part ofK—the events

^^fallmg out beyond his original intention

^

" are in the ordinary courfe of thijigs the pro-

** bable ccnfequence of 'what B. docs under the

" infiience, and at the infiigation ofA.—and
" therefo7'i% in the jufiice of the la^w-, he is

" anfwerable for them.

" So much, Sir, for the enormities cbm-

" mitted under the orders, influence, en-

^' couragement and example of Colonel

*' Henley, when he v^^as not prefent ; as

" for the reft, it is needlefs for me to fol-

" low the witneifes brought by the Colonel

" through all the parts, wherein they fc-

*' verally and dlftinftly confirm the former

'^^ evidence, upon the charges refpecling

" the attempt upon Wilfon in die Colo-

" nel's fight, and of the ftabbing Hadley

" with his own hands.—I iliall only re-

" mark one very ftriking circumftance, a

" little previous to tlie latter faft, which

" came out upon the fecond examination

«' of
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" of that very honorable and fenfible gen-

" tleman, Major Sweafey. After Bu-

" chanan had run away. Colonel Henley

*' (having firfl ordered fome men to load,

** and put himfelf at the head of the whole
** detachment) aiked Major Sweafey what

" method he thought they lliould take to

* recover Buchanan : the Major faid '-^ the

" beji ivay 'wovld be to acquaint the Briiijh

*' Ccmmandi?7g Officer en the Hilly and he

*' made no dcubt but he lamdd give him up im-

" mediately" The Major went with a

" meiiage from Colonel Henley to Major

" Fofter, the Britifli officer then com-

** manding, who ordered the man to be

** fought for and confined. 1 flate this

•' circumftance to fliew, not only what

*' was the proper and ready method of

'' avoiding differences and ill blood in

" fa6t, but alfo to fhew that this method

" was proper in the judgment of your

" own temperate officers. The Major

^* prceeds to fay, that Colonel Henley ap-

*' peared
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" peared perfe6lly fatisfied with the an-

" fwer he brought from Major Fofter, but

" it is well worthy remark, that the vio-

" lent a61: of ftabbing Hadley, was com-

" mitted in the interim of Major Sweafey's

" leaving Colonel Henley and his return.

" The whole ilrefs of the evidence upon

" the defence I have not remarked upon,

" goes to one fnigle point, viz. to prove

" provocation, I have admitted that a

" centry was knocked down, as I readily

" admit every {lighter provocation alledg-"

" ed, and fhall not give a moment's trou-

" ble to the Court, in addition to what I

" argued and quoted in a former part of

" the proceedings upon this fubjedt, from

" undeniable authority of law 1 alTume

"it to be undeniable, becaufe I under-

" Hand, gentlemen, that the criminal and

" common law of England, as well as great

** part of the Statute Law, are, notwith-

" {landing your prefent feparatipn, in

» " force
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1

*' force mid pra6lice in your Government,

'' and that your articles of war are almoft

«' tranfcripts from ours.

" The maxims then, to which I have

*' alluded will hold equally good in martial

*' and other judicatures.

" I have only, Sir, to revert to the lead-

** ing propoiition, and affirm that the

" charges are proved in the fulleft m.an-

" ner, even by the. prifoner's witnefles.

*' It is not for me to fuggeft an opinion'

*' upon the nature of puniiliment. I

** fcorn the idea of feeling joy from the

" moil rigorous fentence 3 and the moil

*' perfe£l acquittal would not harm me
*' further, than that fuch an example

" might continue the infecurity of the

•• troops. Inflexible and impartial juilice,

*' and rigid difcipline, are the vital prin-

*' ciples upon which a Republic rifes to

t' maturity, and eflabliflies itfelf in refpecl

" and
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*' and fame Should the Court, upon
" due reflection, find thefe principles re-

" concileable with lenity in the prefent

" cafe, and the great tribunal of the world

" be of a contrary judgment, this caufe

*' cannot be faid to have mifcarried.

'' As to the difpleafure which this pro-

" fecution may bring upon me, I fear, in

'* the prefent temper of this part of the

*' country, it is not to be avoided. I

*' ftand in this circle, at beft an unpopular,

*' with the fanguine enemies of Britain,

" perhaps an obnoxious character. This

" fituation, though difagreeable, does not

*' make me miferable. I wrap myfelf in

" the integrity of my intentions, and can

" look round me with a fmile. Implaca-

*' ble hatred is a fcarce weed in every foil,

" and foon is overcome and loft, undej:

" the fairer and more abundant growth of

" cultivated humanity.—To the multitude

*' who only regard me v.'ith the tranfient

** anger
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^ anger that political opinions and the oc-

' currences of the time occafion, I retain

* not a thought of refentment, becaufe I

* know the difpofition and hour will

' come, when fteadincfs of principle^ that

' favorite chara6leriil:ic in America, will

' recommend me amongft my worll: ene-

' mies : As Chriftians I truft they will

' forgive me ; in fpite of prejudice I know
' they will rcrpc6l me.

*' But from the prefent refcntful fentl-

*' m.ents of this audience, fliould I carry

*' my apprehenfion further, and fuppofe

*' it pofTible that mifapprehenfion or mif-

" reprefentation of my conduct, fiiould

*' operate upon the fapreme rulers of this

" country to treat me with feverity, I hope

*' I fliould ftill find myfelf prepared.—Let-

** fafpenfion be added to fufpenfion, and

" health and fortune, and fame, and life,

*' become fuccelTive forfeits in this hngering

** war—I iliall lay at laft down ray devoted

'' head
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" Iiead with this confolitary refleftiort,

" that I have done what I ought that I

*' have performed to the bcft of my power
*' my duty to my country, to the Britifli

*' troops under my charge, and to my-
" felf and above all, it will be confola-

" tion to reiiecl, that hov/ever mifinter-

" preted or abufed, I have adied in all

" infrances, and fpeciiically in this trial,

" without a fpark of private malice to-

" wards any individual foever. With this

" declaration I opened, with the fame I

" conclude, and have only to aiTure the

*' Court of my acknowledgements for the

*' patience, the attention, and the civility

" which they have heard me."

Common jujaice—the laws of Nature

and of arms, v/ere never m.ore forcibly

depi6led, that in this flight of ingenuity

and of eloquence, in which nothing ap-

peared more confpicuous than truth, nor

blazed higher than humanity—determined

i?reiudic(^
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prejudice and entliuriaftic rage alone could

withfland it—you might read conviftion

» itfelf in every face, afliamed to be convic-

ted—and fee, what will perhaps never be

feen again, the blufli of confcioufnefs on

the cheek of an American for black as

their hearts are, their countenance feldom

betrays them.—Thefe are my fentiments,

abftrafted from party or intereft, God fend

I may have reafon to change them.

^ours, &c.

LET.
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LETTER LIIL

CamhridgBi in Ne^v England^

March 20, 1778.

MY DEAR FRIEND>

T) Y this time you are become highly

^^ intereiled for the ifTue of this trial,

and therefore I fit down to give you the

Judge Advocate's reply, and the fentence

of the Court. After the General had

finiflied his fpeech, Mr. Tudor, the Judge

Advocate, a little vain conceited fellov.%

in a pert flippant manner, addreffed the

Court as follows

:

'' Mr.
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*' Mr. Prefidentj nnd Gentlemen of the

" Court,

^ It has at lall become my duty to fum
*' up thefe proceedings, which by accidents

*' and other unavoidable caufes, have been

** drav^n on to this period > they have ex-

*' cited much talk and public difquihtion,

" but have acquired greater force from the

*' abilities of the profecutor, than from

" their real merits.

'' Pains have been taken, and every d-
*' luring art has been ufed to perfuade the

" Court to confider v^hat may be the po-

" pular opinion in other countries ; but,

*' gentlemen, though it was necefTary for

*' the public honor^ that Colonel Henley

*' fliould be removed from his command,
'* that firfl a Court of Enquiry, and then

*' a Court-martial fhould be held, you will

^ now regard the merits as they afFecl the

*' Officer under trial, and the fervice of the

*' States alone. The Court fits upon

N *« truth
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*' truth and honor, the ftrongeft ties upon

" foldiers ; you will decide upon thofe

" motives, and upon juflice, and your pro-

" ceedings w^ill ever remain a teftimony

" againft any men.who would dare to ac-

" cufe you of partiality.

" It is now my duty to flate the fafts

^' as they rife from the evidence, ftripped

" of all that meretricioi^s colouring which

" uncommon ingenuity and refined elo-

*' quence have thrown upon it. It is not

" my intention to catch the crowd by

" well turned periods j I am fenfible of

** my deficiency. 1 am an American,

" warmly attached to my country, known
" to be a friend to the prifoner—yet, not-

" withflanding thofe reafons may with the

" jealous fubje6l me to cenfure, I fhall

" endeavour to preferve as impartial a line

*' as pofTible—-I am determined in this

*' caufe to be of no party.

" Inhnuatioiis



THROUGH AMERICA; I79

'' Infmuations of a general mafiacre

" have been drefled out in all the pomp

•'which attic language could give, and

'* wanted only truth to have made it felt

" as far as the public were concerned. It

*' is unneceflary to fay more upon that

" fubjecl; I have endeavoured to reduce

*' the other charges into method, and

" propofe to feparate them into five fa6ls,

" in all of which Colonel Henley is con*

" fidered as a principal or an accefTary.

" The firfl is as a principal, with re-

" fpecl to dabbing, wounding, or prick-

" ing (for it has been called by each of

*' thefe terms) Corporal Reeves, of the

'' ninth regiment.

" The next is to prove a Provincial

'' Serjeant having ftabbed Thomas Trud-

" gett, of the twenty-fourth regiment -,

" Colonel Henley in this appears only an

" accelTary.

N 2 '' The
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" The third is the ftabbing of Wilfon,

*' in which likewife he is confidered as an

*' acceflary.

" The fourth hSt alludes to the ftabr

*' bing Corporal Hadley, in which Colonel

" Henley is a principal.

*' The laft contains a general principle,

*' not only of all the American officers

'* being bloodily inclined towards the Bri-

" tifli troops, but that Colonel Henley

** foftered and encouraged principles of

*' this bloody nature.

*' The evidence, gentlemen, mufl be

" read, and I iliall hril read that of the

** profecution, and then that in fiipport

'* of the defence, fad by fa6l.

'* The firfl fad is with refped lo Colo-

*' ncl Henley's llabbing Reeves {here he

" 7'cad the evidence o?i both fnks.) It

" may
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<* may be necefTary to mention a few cir-

" cumflances.

*' It appears from the evidence of Major

" Sweafey, that Colonel Henley went to

*' the barracks with the temper of a man
** going to gratify benevolent feelings.

" The prifoners were ordered out and

" paraded, and the Colonel addrelTed them
*' mildly.

** The Court fits to judge of the credi-

" bility of the witnefles 3 there may be

'' characters of fo fufpicious a nature that

' though they cannot be abfolutely ac-

" cufed of perjury, yet circumflances ap-

^' pear ftrong againft tliem.

' The Court will be pleafed to recol-

^* left, that Buchanan was afterwards the

'* means of getting Hadley ftabbed, and

*t the Court will give what regard they

N 3
** chufe
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" chufe to the credibility of his teilimony :

" Upon the whole, it appears, that Reeves

" behaved with great infolence. It may
*' be colle6led, that his looks and manners

"were more provoking than his words,

" which may frequently be the cafe, yet

" with all this provocation, there is no

" reafon to fuppofe the Colonel even in-

'' tended more than to frighten him to

" filence j the very aft fhews it, the

" bayonet was placed againfl his breall,

" not thruft with violence j this appears

*• from the teftimony af many witnefTes,

" and the arguments to invalidate fome

" .of them are very uncommon, viz. that

*' they have exaftly agreed. I beg the

*• Court to recolle6l with what an air of

" fincerity, as well as acutenefs, one of

" the youths, in particular, gave his evi-

" dence : His ingenious manner mufl have

*^ made an impreffion.

" The
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*' The General has called upon me to

" explain, whether Colonel Henley's dif-

*' mounting and taking a firelock was not

'* malice propenfe in law ? I think not, for

" the a6l that followed it feemed not the

" effeft of any malicious intention.

" The next fa6t is the dabbing Trud-

" gett." (Here he read the evidence on both

fides,)

** A great deal of ftrefs has been laid

" upon the doctrine of accomplice, and

'* the General has argued with a know-

" ledge and ingenuity that would do credit

" to the ableft of my profelTion j but the

*' doftrine does not apply, becaufe there

" is no proof nor reafon to fappofe that

" the Colonel had given fuch orders, or

" ufed fuch influence as to excite men to

*' a6ls of violence. His written orders

-^'indeed prove the direct contrary; and

^* if a fuperior in command is refponfible

N 4
" for
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*' for every a6lion committed by his in^

" feriors, as well might we make the Ge-

" neral a party in the murder of Mifs

" Macrea (the cataflrophe of this young

" Lady I mentioned in a letter to you

during the campaign) " becaufe the In-

*' dians who committed that murder, were

** under the General's orders ; an acl of

** which I believe he fbands acquitted in

^* the opinion of every perfon/'

I think you will coincide in opinion,

that the Judge Advocate plainly evinced

his profeffion, as I think the comparifon

can in no degree hold good : one was in

time of hoftilities, where two parties are

oppofing each other s the other at a time

when a fet of men, unarmed, prifoners,

are in a peaceable country, and amenable

to the laws of the State for any crime they

committed, therefore could only be meant

as an obloquy againfl the General.

*' The
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*' The next fa6Vj which is that of ftab-,

^* bing Wilfon, you will find depends

^* much upon the refcue of Buchanan,

*' The Court will judge whether this was

" a rcfcu€ or not s if it was one, I will

** maintain that Colonel Henley, exclufive

** of his military command, confidered

*' only as a private magiftrate, in peacc-

^' able times, was juftified by law and

^' cuftom in putting to death any perfoii

*' who attempted to force a prifoner out

^* of cuftody J and this leads to the con-.

*' fideration of the principal, and I muft

*' (;o^fefs the moft unaccountable tranf-

*' a6lion, the ilabbing of Hadley. (Evi^

^e^iff on both fides read.)

.j!Rlf?oorto brts b;rfoflo:.

. s^-^ It n>uil ^e acknov^ledg^d, that^Co-

*' lotiel Henley a6led in this affair with a

'V degree of warmth which his befl friends

^' cannot defend, and it mufl refl with

*' the Court to combine the various cir-

* cumftaaces of his fituation, and to con-.

• " fidcr
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" fider the nature and extent of the pro-

*' vocations he received. If they can fup-

*' pofe a man capable of deUberately and

** wantonly running an innocent rnan

*' through the body, they will be bound

" by their oaths and their honor to infii6l

'^ a proper punifhment 3 on the other hand;

^' if they think fuch repeated provocation,

" fuch infolence and infult, as were offered'

*' daily and hourly to the troops undei- his

" command, and particularly before his

*' eyes, in the refcue of Buchanan, they wilt

" make due allowances for a high- fpirited

" officer, animated in his duty and by re-

" fentment for affronts offered to his

" country. As for the fuppofition that

" Colonel Henley foffered and encouraged

" principles of a bloody nature by his ge-

" neral condu6l, it needs no other con-

" futation than the want of any proof on

" the other fide, and his general charader.

*^ My friend is known to be of a warm

1' temper j it muff be allowed, warmth has

" carried
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* carried him too far ; but a more ge-

' nerous, honorable or4iumane man, does

' not Hve in the American, or any other

' army. The behaviour of the Britidi

* troops in general, who, notvvithftanding

' their fituation treated ours upon every

* occafion with pride, contempt and out-

' rage, is notorious, and the inftances

^ were many which called upon an officer

^ for inftant and exemplary chaflifement.

* How little it was to be obtained by ap-

* plication to the Britifli officers, appears

* by what palled with Colonel Lind, and

' by other parts of thefe proceedings."

Leaft you might be led to imagine that

the Britifli officers were culpable, I fhall

quote part of Colonel Lind's evidence, to

point out wherein the Judge Advocate had

mifapplied the evidence. After proving

the centry fired upon a woman, and with

great difficulty got accefs to the American

officer that commanded, fays Colonel

Lind,
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Lind, " I related to him what had paiTed

between the woman and the centry, beg-

ging he would order him to be confined,

that the affair might be enquired into, he

told me be could not (thefe are the words

the Judge Advocate has applied vke verfa)

and that the centries had particular orders

to fire upon all women, as well as foldiers,

who attempted to pafs them. I then ob-

ferved that it was a very extraordinary or-

der, that I was fure General Heath could

never intend that women lliould be fired

upon, and that it mufl have been a mif-

take 5 he replied, that it was not his par-

ticular affair, that the centry had his or-,

ders, and I might feek redrefs elfewhere j

we then parted.—^—This is the whole evi-

dence of Colonel Lind, therefore I leav^

you to judge how it can have the leafl affi-

nity to what the Judge Advocate has in-

fmuated, that no redrefs was to be had

from the Britifh officers : but to the con^

clufion of his fpeech,

<* I will
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<* I will trouble the Court no longer—

-

** It may perhaps appear that I have plead-

*' ed for Colonel Henley more than I pro-

*' pofed when I began : He is, I confefs,

*' my friend J the man I efteem for the

" goodnefs of his heart, for his fpirit as

" an officer, and the attachment to the

'* caufe of his country j and if I have

" 'erred in making myfelf more his coun-

" fel than coun fel for the profecution, I

*' have done fo, becaufe I thought a caufe

" fupported on one fide by fo able an ad-

" vocate as General Burgoyne, required

*' every pofTible fair afliflance on the

'' other."

Throughout the whole of the Judge

Advocate's fumming up the evidence, he

has not taken the leafl notice of the Co-

lonel's fpeech to Serjeant Fleming, which,

in my opinion, points out his chara6ler

very flrongly ; nor has he confuted the

witnefies produced in fupport of the pro-

fecution,
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fecution, but wiilies to imprefs the Court

that Colonel Henley is a good man, and

to take his word for it, as he is his parti*

cular friend.

This trial, which commenced the 20th

of January, and by adjournments, was

protra6led till the i oth of Februaiy, you

muft naturally imagine, raifed our anxiety,

as no doubt it does yours, for the fentence

of the Court, when it was given to General

Heath—but it was not given out 'till the

27th of February, thus you have it ver-

batim from our general orders.

Head ^larters, Bcjion^ Feb. 27, 1788.

Extract from General Orders.

" Colonel David Henley, late Com-
" manding Officer of the poll at Cam-
" bridge, tried at the Special General

" Court Martial, whereof Brigadier Ge-

*' neral Glover v/as Prefident, accufed by

. " Lieutenant
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^' Lieutenant General Burgoyne, of a ge-

*' neral tenor of language and condu6t

" heinoufly criminal as an officer, and

" unbecoming as a man, of the mod
** indecent, violent, vindiftive fcverity

*' againfl unarmed men, and of an intcn-

" tional murder.

*' The Court, after mature confidera-

" tion, are of opinion, that the charge

'* againfl Colonel Henley is not fupport-

" ed, and that he be difcharged from his

** arrefl.

" The General approves the opinion of

*' the Court, thanks them for their un-

" wearied endeavors to invefligate the

" truth, and orders Colonel Henley to

*' realTume his command at Cambridge

" immediately.

" Th.e General thinks it to be his duty,

^* on this occafion, to obferve, that al-

'* though



ttjii INfTERlOR TRAVELS

*' though the condiicl of Lieutenant Ge-
** neral Burgoyne (as profecutor againft

^' Colonel Henley) in the conrfe of the

** foregoing trial, in his feveral fpeeches

" and pleas may be warranted by fome

" like precedents in Briti^ Court-martials,

*' yet as it is altogether novel in the pro-

" ceedings of any general Court-martial

*' in the army of the United States of

*' America, whofe rules and articles of

*' war direft, that the Judge Advocate

*' General fliall profecute, in the name of

" the United States, and as different prac-

" tice tends to render Courts-martial both

" tedious and expen^.ve, he does proteil

" againfl this inftance being drawn into

" precedent in future.

" Signed J. Keith, D. A. G."

In confequence of this acquittal. Colo-

nel Henley reaflumed his command the

next day, but merely for form fake, as the

next v/eck Colonel Lee took the command,

which
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which he had when we firft arrived.

Affairs are much better regulated, every-

thing is now in perfect tranquillity, and

a good underflanding has taken place

between our troops and the Americans.^—

Colonel Lee has remedied one great evil,

in which I cannot help thinking Colonel

Henley was interefted, which was com-

pelling our foldiers to purchafe all their

provifions at two flores in the barracks,

and not permitting them to fend to Cam-

bridge, v/here they were much cheaper.—

PaiTes have been granted for a Serjeant

and fo many men, to go out and purchafe

provifions, by which means the flores

cannot impofe on the troops, and they

now fell their commodities at the market

price. Having fo long dwelt upon public

affairs, you no doubt will be happy 'to

hear fomething relative to my own.

The refolution of Congrefs in prevent-

ing our embarkation was a wtiy fevere

Vol. II. O trial
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trial indeed, but we are now become more

reconciled ; and as Hope, that great fap-

port through life, never forfakes us, we

are in expe6lation that at the end of the

enfuing campaign, we may in all proba-

bility be regularly exchanged j for my
own part, I have made up my mind j

and as I find Cambridge very expenfive,

on account of the great number of officers

who refide there, I am going to remove

my quarters to a farm houfe, near the

tov/n of Myftic, in order to live a little

reafonable ; we have had no pay fmce our

arrival, but what has been in paper

money, which lowers very faft, fo that

you are compelled to purchafe fuch

articles as you think you are in want of,

otherwife your money v/ill not be a third

of the value it was at the time you re-

ceived it. The exchange of hard money

is now at the rate of forty and fifty paper

dollars for a guinea. What miuft you

think of the depreciation in thefe few

months.



'fHROUGH AMERICA. 19^

months, fince we were made prifoners,

when we could with difficulty get only

nine. On account of unavoidable ex-

pence s, and the depreciation of the paper

currency, I have drawn on you for fifty

pounds, which bill you will pleafe to

honor, and place to the account of

Your's, &c.

O 2 LET.
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LETTER LIV.

MjjIiCf in Ke-zo 'England,

May lo, 1778,

MY DEAR FRIEND,

IT has ever been a maxim in all ages,

and unhappily formed upon experi-

ence, that events are feldom anfwerable

to expectations j when w^e form to our-

felves a promifmg profpe<5l, how mortify-

ing is a difappointment—fuch is our pre-

fent fituation j for after a fecond applica-

tion of General Burgoyne to Congrefs,

to effefl our liberty, in which flate of

fufpence we have been for a length of

time, tie has at lail received a pofitive de-

nial
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nial to his repeated folicltatlons. They

have, however, on the 3d of laft March,

pafTed a refolve, that Lieutenant General

Burgoyne, on account of his ill jflate of

health, may have leave to embark for Eng-

land 3 and ftiortly after this intelhgence,

he left the army for that purpofe This

final refolution of Congrefs, makes our

prefent fituation very trying 5 however, we

are forced to be contented, for the greater

power bears the fway all the world over.

From the converfation of a number of

gentlemen of the hrfl name and property,

who v/ere not quite fo violent in their mea-

fure as a Hancok or an Adams y I have been

thoroughly convinced, that none of them

entertain the mofi: diftant thought of with-

drawing from our Government at the

commencement of hoftilities, but now they

have joined in that hereditary and fettled

hatred which the New Englanders in ge-

neral ever entertained againfl: the conilitu-

O
3

tion
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tion of our country, both in Church and

State, ever exclaiming againft tyranny and

perfecution, have aiTumed a power un-

mafked, and are cruel infolent and perfe-

cuting J exclufive of their daily imprifon-

ing and harrafling the poor Loyalifts, I

think the trial of Colonel Henley fufn-

ciently marks their chara6ler.

The Spring is noy^ far advanced, and

the country around has a charming ap-

pearance 5 our attention to the many

novelties that prefent themfelves is taken

off by the variety of birds, whofe plumage

is peculiarly beautiful, the moll remark-

able are the Fire-bird, Hanging-bird,

Blue-bird and Humming-bird.

The Fire-bird is fomewhat larger than

a fparrow, and its plumage is of a fine

deep yellow, refembling a flame color, from

"whence it derives its name.

The
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The Hanging-bird is of about the fame

fize, of a brilhant orange, with a few black

feathers in the wing, which forms a plcaf-

ing contrail : It appears as if this bi;-d was

fenfible what enemies men, as well as other

animals, are to the young of the feathered

creation, for they conllrucl their ncfts up-

on the extremity of a large bough, not in

the nature of other birds, but iufpended at

a confiderable difrance from the bough,

refembling a hornet's neft ; on one nde

there is a hole where the birds enter. It

is fomewhat remarkable that theie nefts,

though fufpended near two feet and a half

from the branch of the tree, and that only

by five or fix fmall cords which thefe birds

make from the loofe hemp that they pick

up, they are never blow-n down by the

high winds. I was prefent at the taking

of one of thefe nefts, and it was with great

diiticulty it could be , difengaged from the

branch, without 4efi:roying the whole neft.

The young ones are the moll tradable of

O 4 the
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the feathered tribe, and in the hands of

thofe who would beftow time and pains,

they might be inftru6led in a variety of

little tricks and fancies.

An officer, who was ill and confined to

his room, being a great bird-fancier, had

a neft with thefe young ones brought him,

which he amufed himfelf with, and find-

ing them tractable, he fed them with flies,

for w^hich they would follow him all round

the room : in a fliort time he had them in

fuch command, that they would at his

defire, retire to their nefl, and come out

again either fmgly, or all three together

:

one he had fuch fway over, that he would

take it into the garden, and let it fly into

a tree, and the inflant he called it, thq

bird flew and perched on his flioulder.

The Blue-bird is of the fi^e, and nearly

as numerous as the fparrow 3 there is no-

thing remarkable about this bird but its

plumage.
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plumage, which is of the moft beautiful

mazarine, and when the rays of the Sun

refled on it, the color is greatly heightened.

The Humming-birds are in great plenty

here, but not near fo numerous, as I am
informed, they are to the Southward.

This bird being not only beautiful, but

having many peculiarities, and being the

leaft of the feathered creation, not beiin^

much larger than an humble bee, you'll

pardon my entering into a full detail

of it.

The plumage of the cock is beautiful in

the extreme, varying into an infinity of

colour J in one light it is of a lively green,

in another a beautiful blue, and in another

a fine golden color: in fhort, in every

ray of light you can pofiibly turn it, you

diftinguifh a different tint. This little

creature fubfifts upon the juice of flowers,

which it fucks up with a long bill j it is

really
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really diverting to fee it putting its little

bill into every flower in a circle j as foon

as one is fucked, it flutters to the next ;

during the fucking the juice out of the

flov/ers it never fettles on them, but flut-

ters continually like bees, and moves its

wings fo quick they appear hardly vinble,

and during this fluttering make a hum-

ming noife. This bird is not very fliy,

but if you attem.pt to feize it, flies off

with the fwiftnefs of an arrov/. You

would hardly conceive how predominant

the paiTion of envy is amongft thefe little

creatures ; if feveral of them met on the

fame bed of flowers, they attack each other

with fuch an impetuofity, that they feem

as if they would pierce each other with

their bills. In their combats they would

often fly into a room if a window is open,

fight a little, and flutter away again -, they

not only poilefs the pallion of envy, but

anger ; for if they meet with a flower that

is withered, or that is withering, and cour-

tains



T J-I R O U G I-I A xM E R I C A

.

203

tains no more juice, tliefe little creatures,

in a violent paiFion, pluck it off and throw

jt on the 2;round. I have- feen in larg-e

gardens, where there has been many beds

of fiowers, the ground quite covered with

the effects of their rage.

The Hun:iming-bird being fo exceeding

fmall, and very difficult to catch, I was

greatly at a Ipfs to procure one to ffuff

and add to the colle6lion I am making for

you J fenfible that firing at it with fliot

would fliatter the little creature to atoms,

I knew not what method to devife to

obtain one, therefore confulted the inha-

bitants, who informed me, they never

caught them unlefs they flew into a room

when the window was open ; for a week

and upwards I fat in expeftation that

that would happen, during which timiC

I employed my thoughts as to fome

other mode, when it occurred to me,

\i I loaded a piffol v/ith powder, and

put
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put fome fine fand as a charge, I thouglit

the great report would either flun them,

or the grains of fand would beat them

down : and after my patience was quite

exhaufted as to the other modeof catchinsr

them, I adopted my own, which I found

fucceeded to my wifli ; for feeing one

alight upon a flower, I fired at it, and it

fell with the flower, but was not killed, only

fiunned with the report ; as fliortly after

I had taken it up, it was near efcaping j

w^hat makes me imagine it was only Itun-

ned was, that the grains of fand had not

hurt even its feathers ; but to afcertain

the matter, I procured feveral only by

putting powder in the piilol, which fully

proved it was the report that had efFe6l on

them.

It is looked upon as a great rarity in-

deed, if the neft of this little bird is found,

and it is merely accidental, as they are

only to be met with in fwamps, when the

tre,^
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trees are very thick of foliage. Having

procured the bird, I was anxious to ob-

tain a nefl, as I no doubt imagined that

it was equally as curious as the bird itfelf,

but v^ell knowing any fearch that I could

make would be in vain, I told feveral

Negroes, who where cutting wood in a

fwamp, if they found a neft and flicwed it

me I would give them a dollar j accord-

ingly, one morning a negro came and in-

formed me he had found one j I went with

him into the middle of a large fwamp, and

flopping jufl by where he had been cutting

fome wood, he fays, " Mafia, Mafia, dere

is de neft," which not being very eafily dif-

cerned, he got a long pole and pointed to

it, when even then I could not fee it, per-

ceiving nothing but mofs ; but taking away

his pole haftily, he faid, " MafiTa, keep your

eye dere, and you will fee de old one^"

and fliortly after the old one came and

fettled on the neft, between the forks of a

bough 3 I afcended the tree, and was then

as
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as much at a lofs to find it till the negro

pointed to it, and I law the old one on the

nefi: : upon my approach fhe flew off, and

kept hovering and humming about my
head. In the neft there v/ere two eggs ; I

cut OiT the branch th.e nefl: was on, and

defcended the tree, but coming down the

main flem, 1 had the misfortune to drop

one of the eggs out of the nefl:, as I was

obhged to bring the branch it was on in

my miouth, and akhough the negro and

myfelf fearched for it near an hour, we

could not find it ; I cannot but fay I was

heartily vexed, as the eggs are the greatefl

curiofity : it is rather fortunate I have one

left to fend you, otherv/ife you would

fcarcely credit it, when I tell you, that

although the bird, which, as I before men-

tioned, is not much larger than an humble

bee, the eggs are nearly as large as a

wren's.

Upon
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Upon an examination of the nefl, I was

not furprized at my difcerningit withdifii-

culty from the other m.ofs that grew on the

tree, for the oiitfide has a coating of green

mofs, fuch as is commonly on old pales, en-

clofures, and old trees j the nefl, as well

as the bird, is the leaft of all others j that

which I have taken is round, and the in-

fide is of a brown and quite foft down,

which feems to have been colle6ted from

the flems of the fumach, which are cover-

ed with a foft wool of this color, and the

plant grows in great abundance here ; the

inner diameter of the nell: is hardly a

geom^etrical inch at the top, and the depth

fcarcely half an inch. 1 have taken pecu-

liar care of it, as well as the neft of the

Hanging-bird, and fliall fend them by the

firft opportunity, and am fure you v/ill-r

join with me in the adoration of that Be-

ing, vv'ho has endowed thefe creatures with

fuch natural inlHnct, to guard againft the

.wiles of man and other enemies : but what

creature
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creature is there either oiTenfive, or

inofFcnfive, but fonie of its fpecies has

fallen a viccim to the rapacious hand of

man.

A few days fnice, walking out with fome

officers, vs^e flopped at a houfe to purchafe

vegetables, whiifb the other officers were

bargaining with the woman of the houfe,

I obferved an elderly woman fitting by the

fire, who was continually eyehig us, and

every now and then fbedding a tear. Jufl

as w^e were quitting the houfe fne got up,

and burfcing into tears, faid^ " Gentle-

men, will you let a poor diftracled woman

fpeak a v/ord to you before you go ?" We,

as you muft naturally imagine, were all

aftoniflied, and upon enquiring what fhe

v/anted, with the moft poignant grief and

fobbing as if her heart was on the point

of breaking, aiked if any of us knew her

fon, who was killed at the battle of Hu-

berton, a Colonel Francis. Several of us

informed
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informed her, that we had feen him after

he was dead. She then enquired about his

pocket-book, and if any of his papers were

fafe, as fome related to his eftates, and if

any of the foldiers had got his watch ; if

fhe could but obtain that in remembrance

of her dear, dear fon, flie fhould be happy.

Captain Fergufon, of our regiment, who

was of the party, told her, as to the Co-

lonel's papers and pocket-book, he was-

fearful they were either loft ordeftroyed;

but pulling a watch from his fob, faid,

" There, good woman, if that can make

" you happy, take it, and God blefs you."

We were all much furprized, as unac-

quainted, as he had made a purchafe of it

from a drum-boy. On feeing it, it is impof-

fible to defcribe the joy and grief that was

depici:ed in her countenance ; I never in all

my life, beheld fuch a ftrength of paflion ;

file kifled it, looked unutterable gratitude

at Captain Fergufon, then kifled it again

;

her feelings were inexpreflible, flie knew

Vol. II. P not
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not how to exprefs or {liew them ; ilie

would repay his kindnefs by kindnels, but

could only fob her thanks ; our feelings

were lifted up to an inexpreflible height

;

we promifed to fearch after the papers,

and I believe, at that moment, could have

hazarded life itfelf to procure them.

You know, lever had an averfion to tea,

as beiiig highly detrimental to the ftoniach,

and always made iife of fome fubiHtate, I

have now adopted one, wliich the inhabi-

tants make ufe of, ever fince they m.ade

a virtue contrary to their inclinations, of

not drinking tea at the time of the Boflon

Port Bill, which is the flowers: tliat grow

upon the faffafras tree ; as to the efficacy

of the root of this tree, in all fcorbutic

cafes, it is well known, 1 therefore conceive

the flowers muil liave more virtue j the

flavor that they produce is extremely deli-

cious, greatly refembling tiiat of a peach :

the
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the fafTafras trees grow in abundance, they

are fcattered on the borders of the woods

and near buflies and inclomres ; and are

generally one of the firft trees that fpring

up on uncultivated ground ; the cows are

extremely greedy after the fhoots of the

tree, and fearch for them every where ; if

they are in an enclofure the cattle will

knock down the fence to get at them ; the

women make ufe of the bark for dying

worfted, which produces a beautiful orange

that does not fade in the fun.

»

In the beginning of this letter I men-

tioned that General Burgoyne is failed

for England. No doubt, on his arrival,

his enemies will be attacking him in

all quarters, do not you be led away

with the general voice and follow a milled

faclion, the General, in every fituation

of danger and dimculty, ever had the con-

fidence of the aimy; even in the late

P 2 recent
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recent affair of Colonel Henley's, they

were perfe6lly fatisfied with his efforts and

exertions to procure them redrefsj many

ill-minded and malicious perfons will affert

that he has fought his own eafe and comfort

and forfaken his diftreffed army : In that

refpe6l I can with the utmoft confidence

alfert, that neither officer or foldier ex-

preffed diffatisfa(51:ion at his return to

England ; fo far from it, it was their wlfli

he fhould go to Europe to juftify his own

and their conduft. He has fhared at all

times the dangers and afHi6lions in com-

mon with every foldier ^ they look on him

as their friend, and would receive him in

perfon, or any accounts of him with marks

of affedtion ; and wifhing you may be im-

prefled with thofe ideas, and hold it forth

againfl all calumniators, I remain

Yours, Sec.

LET-
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LETTER LV.

Mjjlic, in Ne^v England,

May zothy 1778.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

'T^HE intentions of Congrefs are very

-*" apparent as to our detention as pri-

foners, no doubt as hoftages, in cafe of

failure to the Southward the enfuing cam-

paign, and apprehenfive that fome diver-

iion may be made near Bofton, fo that

our foldiers might either be releafed, or

efcape to any army that may make a land-

ing. The Council of Bofton, under pre-

tence that the troops would fare better,

removed the firft brigade of the Britifli,

P 3 confifting
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confifling of the artillery, advanced corps,

and ninth regiment, on the 1 5th of laft

month from Profpe6l Hill, to a place

called P.utland, fifty-five miles further up

the country, at which place they are to

ftay till further orders from Congrefs

;

the reft of the Britifli troops are fhortly to

follow ; as to the Germans, the Americans

look upon them fo tame and fubmiilive,

that they are to remain at their old quar-

ters, on Winter Hill.

By an officer who came from Rutland,

we learn, that the firft brigade arrived

there the 17th, about two o'clock; the

men were fent to barracks that v/ere

picketed in with pickets near twenty feet

high, and had been treated with great

feverity, very badly fupplied with provi-

fions, and denied to go out for any thing

amongft the inhabitants. The officers

with great difficulty obtained quarters in

the neighbouring houfcs, and thofe at a

confiderable
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confiderablc diflance from each other. It

happened rather fortunately for the troops,

that a velTel under a flag of truce arrived

with fome necelTaries juft before they

inarched, otherwife the men would have

been in a wretched ilate.

We do not fo readily procure neceflaries

from the country people as we were ac-

customed, having only Congrefs money

to pay them for their commodities,

for they entertain little opinion as to

its values and I am induced to, think

that the esrnefl civility, and defire to

oblige, which they firft fliewed us, pro-

ceeded from no other motive, than that

they Ihouid receive hard money in pay-

ment for their goods.

The trees are now in full blofibm, and

as every houfe has an orchard adjoining,

the country looks quite beautiful ; upon

enquiry of the inhabitants, I find molt of

P 4 the
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the European fruits have degenerated in

New England, except the apple, which it

is faid, if it has not improved, it has

multiplied exceedingly. I am the more

induced to credit this, as the ufe of cyder

is more common here, than in any other

part of the world. Moft of our roots and

garden-fluffs have had good fuccefs, but

the feeds, either for want of proper care,

or the methods of preferving them, do

not thrive fo well; wheat is apt to be

blighted, barley grows dry, and oats yield

more ftraw than grain -, but to fupply

thefe defefts, the maize, or Indian corn,

thrives exceeding well, which is their grand

ftaple commodity, that fupplies both

themfelves and cattle : as to Indian corn,

it is now fo generally known in England,

I fhall not tire your patience with a long

defcription of it ; but only obferve, that

were the heat more predominant in the

fummer months in England, I think it

might eafily be raifed 3 its grain is certainly

the
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the heartieft, and moil flrengthening food

for cattle and poultry, and gives their

meat a firmnefs and exquifite flavor. I

am averfe to feeding horfes with it, for it

makes them fo liable to founder. A few-

days ago I faw an inflance of its pernici-

ous effedls at an ordinary, where a man,

being in liquor, and had rode hard, and

his horfe exceedingly heated, would infift

on its being fed the poor creature eat

his meal very heartily, and in about two

hours after was deprived of the ufe of all

his limbs, and lay on the ground trembling

and fliaking every nerve j the only remedy

that could be applied, was to take off his

fhoes, and drag him into a wet fwamp,

and it was near four days before the crea-

ture could lland on its legs, and then it

walked very crippled ; it grieved me much

as it was a very fine blood horfe, that the

owner had lately got from Virginia, which

diifer widely from the New England

horfes ; for they, of all the various breeds

of
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of that noble animal, certainly are the

moll peculiar and diabolical to ride ; the

horfes in general have a pretty good head

and neck, and from that to their rump,

they fail, off furprifingly j they are all,

without an exception, what is termed

am.ongil jockies, goofe-runiped and cat-

hamd ; in a natural pace they will fhufiie

on for eight or nine miles an hour ; it is

not that eafy kind of pacing that is taught

ladies horfes, but an unaccountable v/rig-

gling gait, that till you are accuftom.ed to

it, you are more fatigued in riding tv/o

miles, than a whole day's fox-chace; in

Ihort, you cannot pofiibly form ajuft idea

of it, unlefs you were m^ounted on a New-

England Rofmante, which title, theyjuiUy

merit, for I afTure you, they ^re very much

a la ^iixcte-j and to meet a New-Eng-

lander riding in the woods with his blaz-

ing iron (the term they give to a mulket

or gun) you might miftake him for the

knight of the Woeful Countenance i their

horfes
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horfes are of a very (lender make, and not

over fat, with a long fwitch tail and mane

down to the horfe's knee^ ; for I fliouid

obferve toyou, they never cut either, then

the mafter, with his long legs, beRrides it,

which are in ftirrups that the toe can but

jiift reach -, tlien his upright pofition, with

his long lank vifage, and on his head an

old grizely caxon and a large flapped hat,

with his faddle-bags behind, and provifion-

bags before, and his blazing-iron on his

fhoulder ; picture to yourfelf a man thus

mounted, of fuch an outre appearance, and

forbear to laugh if you can.

Exclufive of Indian corn, the inhabi-

tants plant great quantities of fquafhes,

which is a fpecies of pumpions or melons j

the feed of it, when imported from

Europe, by the firft fcttlers, has ever

fince been cultivated witli afTiduity, and

found to thrive much better than in Eu-

rope j the fruit has an agreeable tafre,

'

'

made



220 INTERIOR TRAVELS

made ufe of at table as a vegetable, and

drefTed as turneps.

The foil of Nevv^-England is various,

but I obferved it was more profilic to-

wards the Southward j there are excellent

meadows in the low grounds, and good

pafture almoft every where j their bell:

meadows will yield about a ton of hay by

the acre ; fome will produce two, but that

is what is termed timothy hay, which is

rank and four. The country, as I before

obferved, is not favorable to any grain

except the Indian corn j the cattle in

New-England are very numerous, and

fome of them very large j hogs are like-

wife in great abundance, and particularly

excellent, being fattened upon the Indian

com, and fome fo large as to weigh

twenty-five fcore.

We have of late been greatly amufed in

catching of ell-wives, or ale-wives, a fpe-

cies
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cles of fifh, greatly refembling a herring,

both as to make and flavor, but fomewhat

fmaller -, they come up all the creeks and

inlets from the fea at this feafon to fpawn,

floating in with the tide in large Ihoals,

and proceeding as far as they can for frefli

water ; when the tide is going out they

return, at which time they are caught by

means of nets faliened round a hoop, and

affixed to a long pole ; the nets are very

deep, and at one haul you may catch two

or three dozen. It is part of the traffic

of the inhabitants, who fait them down,

and barrel them for the Weft-Indies.

I need not tell you of a reftlefs difpofi-

tion we Englifli are of, and that we mufl

be employed on fomething, fituated as we

are, without books, newfpapers, or any

other amufement: fome officers, who

came from the Weft of England, have in-

ftituted the diverfion of fighting of cocks ;

for my own part, you know, I ever elleem-

ing
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it a barbarous cuftom, and a difgracc

to our nation, and cannot but fay I was

a little pleaied at a reprimand that fome

ofucers met with from an eld woman,

to whom they had applied for a couple

cf fine birds that were in the yard, fhe

enquired if they were to fight, or to

kill for eating j being told the former, (lie

in a mofl violent rage exclaimed, " I fwear

*' now you fhall have neither of them ; I

'*' {wear nov^ I never faw any thing fo

-** bloodthirfty as you Britonions be; if

" 3^ou can't be fghting and cutting other

*' people's throats, you muft be fetting two

" harmlefs creatures to kill one another ;

^' Go along, go ; I have heard of your

*' cruel doings at Watertown (the place

'' where tlie cocks fou2:ht') cuttinsj ofi'the

*' feathers, and the poor creature's comb

" and gills, and putting on iron things

*' upon their legs
;
go along, I fiy." 1

could not heln laii2;hini!; to fee them c\~

camp in hafte, as the (>ld v>'0!ran had

worked herfelf into fuch a paOion, that
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they expe6led fhe would have flruck them

with her crutch, which fliehfted up to give

the greater energy to her language. This

is the only inflance in my memory, that

can refle6l credit on American humanity.

New-England produces very good tim-

ber, the woods and fwamps abouncHng

with oak, elm, afli, cyprefs, pine, chefnut,

walnut, cedar, aftrin, beach, fir, faiTafras,

and flimach, with all other kind of trees

that grow in England ; the firs are of an

extraordinary growth, for maflis, yards and

planks ; the furaach is much ufed by the

tanners and dyers, and the cedar produces

fweet gums, bcfides being extremely ufe-

ful in making fliingles for coverings to

their dwellings, as being the moft durable,

and Icaft injured by the weather ; but the

treafure and glory of the woods arc the

monarch oak, the fpruce, and fir trees,

which are in fuch abundarxe, that the

navy of England might be fupplied with

all forts of naval ilores at a cheaper rate

than



224 INTERIOR TRAVELS

than from the Baltic ; and it is on this

account that they build more fhips in this

province, than all the other parts of Ame-

rica J and they have the reputation of be-

ing very well built and ftrong ; to this

ftrength is chiefly imputed their being

fuch bad failing vefTels.

To Europeans, the noife of the frogs,

of which there are vaft numbers, and of

various fpecies, is at firft very alarming,

and tjll accuftomed, you are at a lofs to

make out from whence fuch a hideous

noife proceeds, there arc thirty different

voices among them, fome of which refem-

ble the bellowing of a bull. In order that

you may conceive how numerous they are

all over the continent, as likewlfe how

clamorous, I fliall relate a circumllance

which has been told me, and vouched for

an abfolute fa6l by the perfon who re-

lated it.

One
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One Summer night, in the month of y.

July, 1758, the town of Windham, which

ftands on the borders of Winnomantic

River, in Connecticut, was greatly alarm-

ed by a number of thefe reptiles which were

marching, or rather hopping in a body,

from an artificial pond, near three miles

fquare, that, by the exceeding heat of

the weather was dried up. This pond

was about five miles from Windham,

in their way to the Winnomantic, were

under the neceffity of keeping the road

that led through the town , they entered

about midnight ; the bull-frog, as being

the moft powerful, in the front, the refl

following J they w^ere fo exceedingly nu-

merous, that they were fome hours paffing

through, and for want of water unufually

clamorous. The inhabitants were great-

ly terrified, and fled from their beds naked,

near half a mile, imagining it was the

French and Indians ; the men, after a little

recolleclion, finding no enemy in purfuit.

Vol. II. Q_ znuHcred
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muftered courage to return ; when they

came near the town, they imagined they

diftin6lly heard the words Wight, Helder-

kin, Dier, 7'eie, w^hich refembles the noife

they make, and in their fright they

thought the laft word meant treaty , when

three of them, in their fliirts, approached

to treat with the General of the French

and Indians ; but being dark, and no an-

fwer given, their terrors were greatly en-

creafed, and they were diftra6led between

hope and fear ; at length day appearing,

they were eafed from all their anxiety, by

difcovering that this terrific enemy was an

army of frogs, dying with thirft, going to

the river for a little water. The people

of Windham have ever fmce been laughed

at for their timidity by the New-Eng-

landers ; but I really believe, in a fimilar

fituation, thefe Yankees would not have

felt themfelves much bolder.

At



At this feafon of the year, every nighf

you are furrounded with mufic, not th^

moft harmonic, from frogs, bulUfrogs,

hooping-owls, and the whipper ivill, a bird

fo named by its no6lurnal fong, being a con*

ftant repetition of ivhipper will -, it is alfo

known by the name of the Pope, by reafon

of its making a noife refembling that word;

when it ahghts upon a tree or fence. I

have endeavoured feveral times to fhoot

one, but owing to its being dark, and

their flying fo exceedingly fwift, I have

never been able to kill. By the informa-

tion I have gathered from the inha-

bitants, I find it is about the fize of a

cuckow, with a fhoit beak, long and nar-

row wings, a larg;e head, and mouth enor-

mous, what is remarkable, it is not a

bird of prey ; under the throat there is

a kind of fkin which it can expand, and

fill with air at pleafure, and that diables

it to make the noife which refembles

Q^ ,
the
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the word Pope. From this defcrlptionj I

conceive it to be a Mufquito hawk,

abundance of which are to be feen in the

day time; I accordingly lliot one, and

found it exactly correfpond to the defcrip-

tion of: the other, only I could not per-

ceive that loofe fkin under its throat 3 I

rather think that circumflance is ima-

ginary, and am apt to conclude, that the

Mufquito havyk and whipper-will are the

fame bird. .

•

I am forry to inform you that the Ame-

ricans are too fuccefsful in enticing our

foldiers to defer t ; a few days hnce the

whole band of the fixty-fecond regiment,

excepting the Mailer, deferted in a body,

and are now playing to an American regi-

ment in Bolton. The temptations- held out

to our foldiery are very great, and it mufl

be a Corporal Reeves, and fuch as poflefs

his principles v\ho can wilhltand them;
'

. think
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think how fai* it miifl: operate on a foldier's

mind, that by defertion he fliall be free

and protected, allowed to follow his trade,

or if he enters their army, obtain a com-

miflion ; there is now a Major Brown, who

has fome pofl in the fupplles of provifions,

he was a private, and deferted from the

forty-feventh regiment, at the battle of

Lexington and Concord. The fellow, con-

fcious of his bafenefs, when he meets an

officer of that regiment, rides hallily away,

but you muft allow it is rather grating to

be in the power and under the command

of fuch a villain. You will be pleafed with

a noble and animated faying of a little

drum-boy, not ten years old : this boy's

father, who belonged to our regiment,

fome time fmce deferted into Boflon, and

has been as nigh as he could venture with

fafety to our barracks, to entice or feize

his fon, and take him with him ; but find-

ing it in vain he fent an American to en-

Q 3 treat
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treat him to go to his father, when the

little fellow replied, " No 5 tell my fa-»

" |:her, -if he is fvich a rafcal as to defert

** his King and country, his fon won't
|

** he has fed at their expence, and will die

^* in their fervice," I remain

Tour's, 5cc.

LET-
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LETTER LVI.

IflyftiCi in Ihv} England,

Sept. 10, 177S.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

YOU muft not be furprized if you

hear of a maffacre; bloody pur-

pofes are apparent fince my laft, three

men have been fired at, one of whom was

wounded, but the mofl melancholy cataf-

trophe Is the death of Lieutenant Brown,

of the twenty-firft regiment, who was fliot

dead in a chaife, as he was conducing

two females from the barracks. The cen-

tinel who fliot him was a little boy, fcarce

fourteen, who called out to him to flop,

Qj. but
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but the horfes being headftrong, he could

not, and putting his head out of the

chaife to inform him fo, the little rafcal in

an inftant levelled his piece and fliot him

through the head. Had it not been for a

few of our officers who happened to be

on the fjpot, and the great difcipline of our

men, the boy would have fallen an inftant

facrifice 5 as it was, notwithftanding the

prefence of our officers, the men could

fcarce be retrained from feizing the boy

from the American guard. By this fad

accident fell a brave young man, who had

fignalized himfelf during the campaign,

and who, had he lived, would have been

an ornament to his profeffion.

When the matter was reported to Ge-

neral Phillips, he inftantly wrote the fol-

lowing letter to General Heath :

" Murder and Death has at length

" taken place ; as to juilice I do not alk

" it.
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" it, every principle of it has long forfakeii

" thefe provinces, I only requeft that an

" officer may be permitted to go to tlic

** Head Quarters of General Wafhington,

" to lay the affair before him."

To this letter the General received no

anfwer, but an order came to the Com-

manding Officer of the American troops,

to put General Pliillips under an arreft,

and to confine him to his houfe and gar-

den j he was accordingly laid under an

arrefl, and his houfe and garden is fur-

rounded by centinels.

A few days after the above melancholy

event, permiffion being obtained, the re-

mains of poor Brown were interred in the

church at Cambridge; all the officers

at Cambridge and the environs at-

tended, a moft mournful fight ! you can

eafily p^int to your imagination what our

feehngs mufl have been at the time, for the

lofs
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lofs of a young man univerfally refpe6led,

efbeemed, beloved, and the refle6lion, we

knew not how foon it might be our own

fate ; for in the hands of fuch wretches,

our lives are very precarious, and of little

value.

I cannot pafs over the littlenefs of mind,

and the pitiful refentment of the Ameri-

cans, in a very trifling circumftance, dur-

ing the time the fervice was performing

over the body, the Americans feized the

opportunity of the church being open,

which had been fhut fmce the com-

mencement of hoililities, to plunder, ran-

fack and deface every thing they could lay

their hands on, deftroying the pulpit,

reading-delk and communion-table, and

afcending the organ loft, deflroyed the

bellows and broke all the pipes of a veiy

handfome inflrument.

Although
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Although, (as General Philips obferved

in his letter, and which I am induced to

believe, is the real fituation of affairs in

thefe provinces) every principle of juf-

ticc had fled from them, ilill the Ame-

ricans wei'e not fo daring as to overlook

fuch an atrocious crime v/ithout fome ap-

peal to juflice, were it only to deceive the

populace v/ith an appearance of it, and

therefore ordered a General Court-martial

on the boy who fliot Lieutenant Brmvn,

the judgment of which was fent by Ge-r

neral Heath to General Phillips, that he

might give it in orders to the Brilifh

troops, which was as follows :
" The Ge-

" neral Court-martial that fat upon the

'* trial of an American centinel, for fhoot-

•* ing Lieutenant Brown, of the twenty-

«* firfl regiment, acquit the faid centinel,

** having done his duty as a good foldier."

Infults ai'e not only fliewn to the officers

and foldiers remaining at Cambridge,

but
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but if pofTible, they are treated worfe at

Rutland. As Mr. Bowen, the furgeon to

the ninth regiment, Lieutenant Toriano,

of the twentieth regiment, and Lieutenant

Houghton, of the fifty-third regiment,

were taking an evening's walk, they were

met by an inhabitant, who, from his office

of SeleB Man (thefe are a kind of overfeers

to their meeting-houfes, who regulate the

affairs of the parifh, and report perfons

for non-attendance at worfhip, com-

pelling thofe walking in the flreets, or

travellers, on a Sunday, to go to fome place

of worfliip J they are very confequential

perfons, and very ofHcious) derived no

fmall authority, and who had on every

occafion diftinguifhed himfelf for his in-

folence and perfecution of the frifoners of

'war, as well as the unfortunate friends of

Government, who had remained in that

part of the country j this man of confe-

quence charged thofe gentlemen with hav-

ing trefpalfed on his property, and before

they
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they could explain that they had not been

off what they confidered as the high road,

he, in a moft menacing manner, accom-

panied with many opprobious epithets,

fliook a whip over their heads. Mr.

Bowen, who happened to be next the man
on this occafion, refented the infult with

a blow, a conflifl enfued, in which the

countryman was worfted, though Mr.

Bowen,was feverely bruifed on the occa-

fion, the countryman prefuming, as well

from his perfonal ilrength as his autho-

rity.

Though this infult had been given thefe

gentlemen in the fight of many people on

the road, who alfo bore teftimony to Mr.

Bowen's alone having ftruck him, thefe

three gentlemen (through the influence of

this Sek5t Man) were fliortly after their

return to their lodgings, taken by a party

of the guards, conveyed to the guard-

.houfe, where they palled the night in the

common
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Common guard-room. The foldiers of the

guard occupying the platform, thefe gen-

tlemen were obHged to put up with the

dirty floor, where they fufFered every kind

of indignity from the guard, who, not

fatisfied with making ufe of the moil: in-

decent language, would fpit on them as

they lay on the floors in the morning

they Were removed to an adjoining barrack

room, where they were very little better

accommodated, and after feven or eight

days confinement, they were given to un-

derftand, they were to be delivered up to

the civil power.

The humanity of Major Carter, of the

artillery, who was the fenior officer of the

Convention trotjps at' Rutland (as well as

confidering it his duty to interfere) in-

duced him from the fifil of the confine-

ment of thefe gentlemen, to intereft him-

felf very warmly in their behalf, he had

frequently remonftrated with the Com-

maiuling
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mandlng Officer of the gtiard, at the

cruelty and injuftice of their condu6l to-

wards them, but not being able to obtain

redrefs, demanded a pafs to fend an officer

to Cambridge, in order to reprefent the

affair, through General PhilHps, to the

Commanding Officer at Boflon. Major;

Carter then informed thefe Gentlemen,

that as he thought it neceffary for the

good of the troops in general, to make their

^

treatment a public concerny it was his or-

ders they fhould wait the refult of General

Phillips's interference with the American

General, and not to a6l for themfelves in

the bufmefs on any account.

Before the return of the officer from

General Phillips, thefe gentlemen were

taken to a juftice, who refided fome

diftance from Rutland, before whom they

were condufled with all the ceremony of

criminals going to trial. The magiftrate,

who was an apothecary, poflefled a

few
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few hard words, and a moft flarched

puritanical air, and perhaps on this ac-

count, had been judged under the new

government the only man of the neigh-

bourhood capable of fupporting the dig-

nity of a country juftice : he was fur-

rounded with a numerous train of officers

of the police^ fuch as committee and feleSf:

men, who, with a number of fpectators,

whom curiofitv had brought together, to

be prefent at the trial (as they exprefled

themfelves) made a very formidable groupe.

The 2"entlemen were no fooner brought

before this very awful Court of JujUcey.^

tkan Do6lor Frienck (for lb the Juilice

was called) who was placed in the moil

confpicuous part of the room in an arm

chair, with i?ijinite folemnity, and all the

importance of office (without even per-

mitting the leaft accufation as to any of-

fence committed by them) afis-cd them

" whether they pleaded guilfy or not guilty

" of the crimes laid to their cliarge ?'*

On
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On this occafidn, I think it would hdve

been difficult for any indifferent pcrfcn to

have reftrained his rifible faculties j nay,

the gentlemen themfelves have declared it

was not without the utmofi: circumfpec-

tion they could compofe their mufcles to

this curious demand of the Juftice ; one of

the gentlemen informed this worfhipful

magilh-atc, " That they having fufiered

" fo many days confinement under the

" military guard very unjujUy^ as they con-

" ceived, and their commanding officer

" having thought it necefl'ary to make the

" treatment they had met with a public

" concern, they looked up to their General

" for redrefs, confequently were not al-

" lowed to plead either one way or the

" other !"

The Juilice, enraged at v^'hat he con-

ceived a flight to his authority, without

hefitatiort committed them to prifon, wdth

the additional charge of contempt cf Courts

Vol. II R and
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and the next morning they were condu6led

by a body of armed conftables to Wor-

cefter, about ten miles diftance, and were

lodged m the county jail, where, with two

gentlemen, whowere imprifonedas enemies

to the States, they occupied a very confined

dungeon, out of which a woman had, a

very fhort time before, been taken to ex-

ecution, for the murder of her hufband.

On their firfl entrance into this moll:

gloomy ftate of fecurity, it may eafily be

imagined, their feelings received no fmall

fliock, and their fellow prifoners perceiv-

ing their diilrefs, one of them, who had

been bred to the fea, by way of offering

fome confolation in his own way, obferv-

ed, that he could only compare their fitua-

tion to that of fo many young hears, whofe

misfortunes were all to come. The ex-

ccffive heat of the weather, with the con-

finement in this deteflable hole, which,

when their mattraiTes wer& laid on the

floor.
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floor, complcatly filled it ; and from

whence, on no occafion, or the preffing

calls of nature, they were allowed to re-

tire, mil ft, in a very fliort time, have ren-

dered their exiftence burthenfome, if not

deprived them of it, had they not found

means of foftening the heart of a Mulatto

woman, who ierved them with provifions

through a hole, and who, by the force of

bribes and fair promifes, was prevailed

upQn to open the door upon thofe occa-

fions for freih air.

During their confinement, no attention

was wanting on the part of their brother

officers, to alleviate the horrors of their

wretched fituation, who gave them hopes

of foon being relieved, through the inter-

pofition of their General. But at the ex-

piration of three days, they received a mef-

fage by an officer from Major Carter, at

Rutland, expreffing his extreme concern

that hg fhould in any meafure be acceffary

R 2 t©
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to their being lent to prifon, at the fam^

time lamenting that his reprefentation of

their very unjufl and cruel ufage had pro-

duced no other effe6l than a letter from

General Phillips, part of which the Major

had tranfcribed for their perufal, which

reprobated in the ftrongeil teiTns, the im-

prudence of thofe gentlemen J in paying at-

tention to the infolence or abufe of the

people of the country, the General obferv-

ing, " that they fliould liften to the abufe

*' of the Americans, as to the mere cack-

" ling ofgeefe ;" and concluded with fay-

ing, " He fnould not concern himfelf with-

" a boxing-match." Here I cannot but

cenfure the conduft of General Phillips,

for if he had his reafons for not making

an application to General Heath, he fliould

not have retorted fo feverely on the gen-

tlemen, efpecially v/hen it is confidered

two of them were innocent of the crime

alledged; at the fame time, the General

might have reccllefled his own warmth of

temper
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temper was, at that very moment, the

occafion of his confinement to his houfe

and garden.

In confequence of Major Carter's mef-

fage, thefe unfortunate gentlemen (two

of whom, as I have jufl: obferved, had not

even been guilty of the crime imputed to

them, who had always found fome confo-

lation in refle6ling, that they were then

fuffering in conformiity to the ^u)ill of their

Commanding Officer, and as they were

given to underlland, for the public good,

and that through the interpofition and

zeal of their Ge/ien^I, they Ihouid obtain

juftice, and be fet at liberty, found them-

felves reduced to the neceflity of fhifting

for themfelves.

On confulting a lawyer (the affiitance

of whom is feldom wanting in miy country

for certain co/ifiderations) the learned limb

of the law, after examining their commit-

R 3 ment,



1^6 INTERIOR TRAVELS

ment, and fatisfying himfelf, with refpe6b

to the flate of their finances, gave them

to underfland, that he fliould be able

to prove a Jtaw in it—for tf fpecified a

crime againft the States, when it was

evident the breach of peace that they

were charged with, could only affeB the

State oi Majfachufets (the State they were

then in) but added, to bring their caufe

forward for the ccnfideration of the

Court during the affizes, that were then

fitting, the fees would be confiderable.

—

His terms, though exorbitant, were readi-

ly acceded to by thefe gentlemen, and by

that means they were enabled to relieve

themfelves from the horrors of a dungeon,

on quitting v^hich, it was their obferva-

tion, that they had little more reafon to

extol the humanity of their own General, than

they had the juftice of the Americans.

Having often made feveral remarks, as

to the footing military difcipline is upon,

I think
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J think, by the profecution of thefe gen-

tlemen, you will fee upon what grounds

of juftice and equity their civil laws are

founded, and even fuppofnig they gain

their independency, what anarchy and

confufion mufl enfue, for want of rulers

with good hearts, to enforce the laws of

equity and juftice. The mift that is before

the eyes of Americans muft fiiortly pafs

away, when they will clearly fee how

eafily they have given up the fweet con-

tent and happinefs they poiTefled, and the

innumerable privileges and liberties they

enjoyed when under our Government.

—

Deluded people, when it is too late, you

will fee your error ! I fpeak not partially

nor vaguely, but am confident there i^

not one, let him be ever fo bigotted to In-

dependency, can lay his hand upon hisi

breafl and fay, that he experiences that

cafe and happinefs he ever v/as accuftom-

ed to, and when he looks forward, in all

human probability,, neither he nor his

R 4 generation
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generation ever v/ill—Many, I am certain,

are now open to conviclion, and v/ould

wiili to retracl, but having engaged, they

are afiiamed -, and rather than abandon a

principle that they haflily adopted, prefer

facrificing their lives and fortunes : Dif-

ference of opinion evef will prevail, but it

is the very height,, nay, the very principle

of madnefs, not to be open to conviction.

In hopes that they foon may, and a

permanent union formed between the

Mother-country and her colonies, I re-

main,
,

Yours, &c.

L E T-
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LET r E R LVII.

I

Myjiic, in Ne-zv England,

Nov. 6tht 1778.

MY DEAR FRIExVD,

Cannot impute any blame to you, but

no letter has reached me for an age.

Youj friendfliip for me is fo fmcere, that

agreeable to my firft requeft on communi-

cating our literary correfpondence, you no

doubt have anfwered all my letters ; all

mull be laid to my prefent fituation, and

the want of friends at New-York, to fend

them to me. Many officers have receiv-

ed letters j and by our friend, Captain

B , who has a Ihort epiftle from you,
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I have the happinefs to hear you enjoy

a perfe6l ilate of health, and that you al-

together refide at the old family manfion,

in Norfolk. I do not claim your promife

of anfwering this, but wait till the next,

as it is very uncertain where any letter will

find me, for the Congrefs have pafTed a

refolve, to march the Convention army

from the State of Maflachufets to Charlot-

tefville, in the province of Virginia, where

barracks are erefted, and where the troops

can be more readily fupplied with pro-

vifions.

When this refolve of Congrefs was

made known, every one was ilruck with

amazement ; but upon refle6i:ion, it cer-

tainly is obvious, that the views of Con-

grefs, by marching the men eight hundred

miles in the depth of winter, would be

the means of their deferting in numbers,

rather than endure fuch fatigue. General

Wafliington has had the humanity to or-

der
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der waggons for the women and children

;

what adds to the diftrefTes of the foldiers,

is their being fo badly cloathed, having

only the jackets that were made from their

coats in the winter, whilil in Canada;

and what is fliil more mortifying, a cartel

fliip arrived but two days fmce from New-

York, with cloathing for the army : how-

ever, the men are to be fupplied with

flioes, fliirts, ftockings and cloth leggings,

and the reft is to go round to James River,

in Virginia. General Phillips will afk no

favor of General Heath, otherwife, I

think, he could not be fo diverted of hu-

manity, as not to defer the march for a

week, during which time the men might

be cloathed 5 all is now hurry and con-

fufion, as the firft divifion march the loth

inftant j the army is to follow in divi-

fions, the fame as they did from Saratoga

to Cambridge.

W^
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We are in great diflrefs for want of

money too, to undertake this march, none

has arrived from New-York, and to add to

our confolation, the Coi. lander in Chief

has written to General PhLlips, that it is

his Majefty's pleafure, no more hard money

fhould be fent to the Convention army

;

this is, no doubt, with a view that fo much

coin as is necelTary for the payment of

our army fliould not be in circulation

among the Americans, and be an induce-

ment to detain us longer 3 the m.otive cer-

tainly is very good, but what is to become

of poor fubalterns, who, as it is, can

fcarcely fubfift on their pay ? No matter

for that, you'll fay, " private intereft muft

*' give way for the public good." There-

fore we muft have recourfe to the only

method of removing the evil, by drawing

bills on the Paymafter ^ but you are not

aware of the fad efFefts attending it, it

muft inevitably ruin one half of the offi-

cers, for it is with great difficulty you can

get
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can get a bill difcounted, and that only in

paper moneyj which depreciates fb exceed-

ingly faft, that it foon lofes a third of its

value : only imagine, fince our arrival it

is fo depreciated, that we get fixty and

feventy dollars for a guinea ; but in dlf-

couatlng a bill you can with difuculty get

forty J what with difcount and deprecia-

tion, what a lofs there muft be upon every

bill that is drawn. It may certainly be

judicious in politics, to withhold the pay

from the troops, but at the fame time it

muft be highly injurious to fortunes of

individuals, for I can aflert it as a fact,

that for every bill of ten pounds, you do

not in reallity, get more than fix guineas

and a half, and fo in proportion.

The inhabitants of Maffachufetts would

certainly keep up the credit of the Con-

grefs mioney, and make it fomewhat more

valuable, but the people from the South-

ward, from the Carolinas and Virginia,

who
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who in the courfe of their large dealings,

are compelled to take the money in pay-

ment, fenfible of the uncertainty of its

value, Willi to realize it into folid coin

;

therefore think little of the journey, from

thofe diflant provinces to Boilon, to ex-

change v/ith our army -, they are fenfible

of the rifK they run, and are very cautious.

But as the people to the Southward polTefs

more liberal fcntiments, and know the

principles of Britifh officers, they, as we

walk by, will enter into converfation, and

frankly aik if you want any paper dollars ?

They are rather cautious as to the Germans,

for two German officers not being able to

get fo much from a man as they wanted,

they inforir.ed againil him, and he was

lent to prifon in Bofton. Thefe traders

of paper money are very uncertain, fome^

times there will be a fcarcity of them for

fome days, at other times there will be a

dozen or two at a time ; we then ftick out

for our exchange ; one day guineas rofe

from
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from twenty-five and twenty-fix dollars, up

to thirty-fix, and I fhould obferve to you,

that when once they rife, they never fall.

A few days fince there was a meeting of

the Commanding Officers of the feveral

corps, at General Phillips's, to confult

upon fome method of procuring money

for the different regiments j various were

the modes propofed, and the Paymafcer-

General confulted; but they could not agree

upon any, when a Commanding Officer ob-

ferved to General Phillips, that it was im-

poffible the troops could march without

money, and he v/as certain the officers of

his regimicnt had not twenty paper dollars

among them. General Phillips, with a

warmth that fpoke his good intentions,

replied " Good God, Sir, what would you

** have me to do, I cannot make money ;

"I wifh to God you could flit me into

" paper dollars, I would chearfully fub-

" mit for the good of the troops r" At laft

it



246 INTERIOR TRAVEL^

it was refolved, that the Paymafter-Ge-'

neral was to ufe his beft endeavours, in

which he fucceeded, and the next day

procured a confiderable fum, which was

immediately diflributed to the different

regiments. It is fufhcient to enable the

troops to march, and the Paymafler is to

go to New-York, in hopes the Commander

in Chief will illue fome money upon this

emergency.

It fell to the lot of an officer who i^

quartered with me, to go exprefs with the

money to the different regiments at Rut-

land, and you would have laughed at his

diftrefs, in what manner to depofit the

paper dollars, for he was not without his

apprehenfions of being way-laid, and it

was then nearly dark. • He had fcarceiy

two hundred pounds fterling, but that

fum in paper dollars, makes a great bulk

;

at laft, he thought tlie fafeft mode would

be, to few it in the lining, accordingly

ordering
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ordering his fervant, he ripped open his

coat, fewed in the dollars by large parcels

.—and thus accoutred he fet off, and was

a welcome vifitor at Rutland—had not

this feafonable relief arrived, the confufion

would have been very great, as many offi-

cers, rather than march without, had got

themfelves arrefled, and were going to

jail.

Were it not for the diftreffes of the fol-

diers, I cannot, for my own part, but fay,

this march was rather agreeable, for it

enables me to fee the fouthern part of

America, which I muft confefs, I have a

ftrong inclination for, having heard very

great accounts of thofe Provinces, and

how much fuperior they are in every re-

fpe6l to this; and it is no unpleafmg

refle6tion, after the cruelties and barbari-

ties the troops have experienced fmce

our arrival, that we are quitting fuch an

inhofpitable country ; but in the moft

Vol. II. S ,' flouriihing
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flourifhing times, I find this province

was never remarkable for its courtefy to

flraneers.

Being at prefent much taken up in pre-

paring for this long march, I hope you'll

excufe the iliortnefs of this epillle, at the

fame time aiiuring you, that you iliall hear

from me by every opportunity that oc-

curs.

Your's, &c.

LET-
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LETTER LVIII.

Sherzvood' s Ferry , upon the Banks of the

Delaivare, Dee. id, 1778.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

/^N my leaving New-England, I joined

^"^ the regiment, juft as they had crofied

the Conne6licut River, at Endfield ; but in

my v^ay to this place, I and another of-

ficer, who accompanied me, had a very

narrow efcape of being fent to prifon, for

in travelling at night we miflook our

road, and got into the town of Springfield,

which was out of the route laid down for

us, and is unfortunately the great arfenal

of all militarv flores for the State of Maf-

-82 fachufetts
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fachufets j happily for us, the landlord of

the houfe we put up at was a friend to

Government, who concealed us, and we

were glad to get away before day-break, not

but it could be clearly proved it was mere-

ly accidental : But thefe Americans will

not hearken to reafon, and no doubt they

would have found people ready enough to

fvvear, that we went there either as fpies,

or to deftroy their ftores.

At a fmall town we pafTed through in

Conne6licut called Sharon, there is an ex-

ceeding curious mill, invented by one Joel

Harvey, and for which he received a pre-

fent of twenty pounds from the Society of

Arts and Sciences. By the turning of one

wheel the whole is fet in motion j there

are two apartments where the wheat is

ground ; two others where it is bolted, in

a fifth threfhed, and in a fixth winnowed ;

in another apartment, hemp and flax are

beaten 3 and in an adjoining apartment it

is
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IS drefled ; what adds greatly to the in-

genuity of this conftru(5lion is, that either

branch may be difcontinued without im-

peding the reft.

Moft of the places you pafs through in

Conn€6licut are called townfhips (as the

townfliip of Endfield, Suffield, &c.) which

are not regular towns as in England, but

a number of houfes difperfed over a large

tra6l of ground, belonging to one corpo-

tion, that fends members to the General

Aflembly of the States. About the centre

pf thefe townfliips ftands the meeting-

houfe, or church, with a few furround-

ing houfes j fpmetimes the church ftands

fmgly. It is no little mortification, when

fatigued, after a long day's journey, on

enquiring how far it is to fuch a town, to

be informed you are there at prefent j but

on enquiring for the church, or any par-

ticular tavern, you are informed it is feveij

or eight miles further,

S3 I could
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I could not help remarking, that the

houfes are all after the fame plan, and

what was rather fnigular, moft of them

were only one half finifhed, the other half

having only the rough timbers that fup-

port the building j upon enquiry I found,

that when a man builds a houfe, he leaves

it in this ftate till his fon marries, when

he fits it up for his family^, and the father

and fon live under one roof, as though

they were two diflin6t houfes j but as the

houfes are entirely compleat on the out-

fide, and the windows all glazed, they

have the appearance of being finiflied, but

on entering a houfe, you cannot at firfl

help lamenting that the owner was unable

to complete it.

Juft before we crofTed the North River,

we came to the town of Fifh Kill, which

has not more than fifty houfes, in the

fpace of near three miles, but this plaee

has been the principal depot of Walhing-

tnn'Q
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ton's army, where there are magazhies,

hofpitals, workfliops, &c. which form a

town of themfelves j they are ei'e6led near

a wood, at the foot of a mountain, where

there are a great number of huts, which

have been the winter quarters of the Ame-

rican army, and to which they are fliortly

expe6led to return for the enftung winter -,

they are a miferable ilielter from the fevere

weather in this country, and I lliould

imagine, muft render their troops very

fickly, for thefe huts confifl: only of

little walls made with uneven ftones, and

the intervals filled up with mud and ftraw,

a few planks forming the roof; there is a

chimney at one end, at the fide of which

is the door. Near the magazines are fome

well-conftrufted barracks, with a prifon,

furrounded with lofty pallifadoes. In this

prifon were a number of unfortunate

friends to Government, who were feized

in their plantations, for refufmg to take

the oath of allegiance to the United States,

S 4 and
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and who were confined till a floop was

ready to take them to New-York ; for the

Americans are fo oppreflive, they will not

let any one remain neuter j and they

compel every inhabitant, either to take

the oath, or quit the country. When we

crofTed the river, there were two large

(loops going to New-York, crouded with

people of this defcription, many of whom,

the boatmen informed us, had left beauti-

ful houfes, with extenfive, and well culti-.

vated plantations.

General Wafliington was not without

his apprehenfions, that Sir Henry Clinton

would make fome efforts to retake us,

cither by an expedition up the North River,

or in our march through the Jerfeys, and

therefore took every precaution to fruflrate

any plan that might be concerted, for

upon the arrival of our army at Fifh

Kill, General Wafliington moved his

army into the middle of the Jerfeys, and

detached
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detached a confiderable body of troops to

el'cort us, fo very apprehenfive was he of

a refcue, that to each brigade of ours they

had a brigade of armed men, who marched

the men in clofe columns. As to the

officers they paid little attention, as wc

had iigned a very ftricl parole, previous to

our leaving New-England. Now we have

palTed the Delaware, the Penfylvania Mi-

litia are to guard us, and the brigades that

efcorted us through New-York and the

Jerfeys, return to Wafhington's army.

In a former letter I delivered my fenti-

ments on our having pofleffion of the

North River, and on crofling it, they were

fully confirmed 3 for the Americansjudging

it was the plan of the campaign, 1777, to

make ourfelves mailers of the North River,

and thus to feparate the Eaftern from the

Weflern States, after the taking of Forts

Montgomery and Clinton, and our troops

proceeding fo far as CEfopus, and then re-

turning
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turning to New-York, they immediately

began to fortify Weft Point, which is not

at prefent compleated, but when it is, will

be impregnable, and effeclually prevent any

fleets paffing j it being a point of land

that projefts, and makes a winding in the

river, and at the fame time narrows it, fo

as to have the whole command at that

place. No doubt the Americans made

choice of this pofl:, as the moft important

to fortify, and Filh Kill as a place the

beft calculated for a depot of provifions

and other flores, as being fituated on the

high road from Connefticat, and near the

North River. . It is by this important

pofl of Weft Point, that the Americans

are enabled to keep poftefTion of the North

River, and a communication between the

Northern and Southern Provinces j and I

do once more aflert, not only upon my
own opinion, but of the Americans them-

felves, that had we kept pofteflion of the

North River, the war would have been

by
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by this time, nearly terminated in favor

of Great-Britain.

As we pafTed through the Jerfeys, I was

much dehghted with the falls that are on

thePafiac River, being totally different from

thofe of Montmorency, and others I had

feen. The river is near forty yards wide,

and runs with a fwift, but fmooth current,

till coming to a deep chafm, that crofies

the channel, it falls in one entire fheet near

feventy feet perpendicular ; one end of the

chafm or cleft of the rock is clofed up, and

at the other, the water ruflies oiit with an

incredible rapidity, in an acute angle, and

is received into a large bafon, from whence

it winds through feveral rocks, and then

fpreads in a confiderable channel. The

fpray formed a beautiful rainbow, which

rendered the fcene fuch as left the ima-

gination nothing to add to its grandeur.

This extraordinary phenomenon, no doubt,

mufl
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miift have been the produclion of an

earthquake. The inhabitants who refide

near it, have a ftory handed down to them

of two Indians, who venturing too near

the falls in a canoe, were carried down the

precipice and dafhed to pieces. What

confiderably heightened the fcene is, ano-

ther fall, about thirty or forty yards from

the great one, where the water moft beau-

tifully glides down fome ledges of the rock,

that are two or three feet perpendicular.

I was much ftruck at the grandeur of

the North River, from the majeflic ap-

pearance of the high lands that are on one

fide of it, and the beautiful meadows in-

terfperfed with farm houfes on the other.

What greatly adds to its beauty is the

width, being near a mile and a half acrofs

;

although pleafed with the river and the

furrounding obje6ls, ftill this idea would

prefent itfelf, that the water I was then

failing
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failing on, might in a few hours, be atNew-

Yorkwhere every one is continually wifhing

to approach. You mufl pardon thefe melan-

choly refle6lions, they are the effufions of

nature, aaid will burfl forth—but to return

to my defcription of the river : It is navi-

gable from New-York to Albany, for large

(loops, from whence there is a communi-

cation by the Mohawk and other rivers

(except a few canning places) into the

moft interior parts of America, through

tlie country of the Six Nations, as far as

Lake Ontario j then by a continuation of

the Hudfon, or North River, for they are

the fame, there is communication with

the River St. Lawrence, through the Lakes

George, Champlain, and the river Sorel,

This river merits the greatefl atten-

tion, and had not the prefent contefl

arofe, fome fpirited gentlemen had it in

contemplation, by means of locks and

canals, to have opened a palfage for fmall

floops. No doubt, a century hence, there

will
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will be water carriage for fchooners and

{loops from Quebec to New-York, which

muft greatly add to the wealth and com-

merce of America*

The fmall part of New-York we pafled

through, feems to be well cultivated 5 it

affords grain of all forts ; there are abun-

dance of cattle, hogs and poultry. As to

the Jerfeys, they marched us fo much in

the back fettlements, that I had not an

opportunity of feeing thofe parts, which

were, before the war, deemed the garden

of America.

We paiTed through a little town called

Hopel, before we croiTed the North River,

which is chiefly inhabited by the Dutch.

At a houfe where we were quartered^ the

people behaved extremely civil and atten-

tive, and upon leaving them, would fcarce

permit us to pay for what we had : from

which circumftance we concluded they

were
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.were friends to Government, and fome

officers opening their heart, fpoke very

freely about the Congrefs, Wafhington,

&c. obferving how great a fliame it was,

that we (liould be put to fuch expence,

and that Congrefs ought to pay for us, the

man went out of the room in a moment,

and juft as we were mounting our horfes,

brought us an enormous bill, exorbitant

in every article, which he infifred upon

being paid, and upon our urging that

we had paid him what he had demanded,

he replied, " Yes, gentlemen, fo you have,

" but then I thought Congrefs were to de-

" fray all your expences j now I know you
** are to pay me, I can't take a farthing

" lefs than this bill," which we were com-

pelled to difcharge ; however, it ferved as

a lefibn in future, to be cautious before

whom v/e railed againfl Congrefs.

The Paymafler, as we expelled, joined

us in the Jerfeys, which has enabled us to

proceed
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proceed on our march, and by whom we

have received accotints, that Sir Henry

Clinton purpofes to make an exchange of

prifoners this winter ; a partial exchange,

as to officers has taken place, and many

have quitted us j this partiality has given

much offence, as it is but juftice, when a

number are to be exchanged, they fliould

draw lots.

Hitherto the weather has been remark-

ably temperate and fine, which is extreme-

ly fortunate for the men, as they have

moftly flept in the woods j but fmce we

came into a more populous country, they

have flept in barns. When we left New-

England the frofts were very fevere, here

we have not any, being fo much to the

fouthward, and in a manner, the further

we proceed we fall in with the clofe of

the Autumn.

One morning, as we renewed our march,

the weather being remarkably fine, ibme

officers
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officers were extolling the beauty of the

morning, an old woman who was in

the croud, and overheard him, in the moft

violent rage exclaimed, '' Well, for my
" part, I believe God Almighty has turned

" T^on, to give thefe Britainers fucli fine

" weather for their march."

At a houfe where I flept in the Jerfeys,

the owner, who was a friend to Govern-

ment, had left an exceeding fine planta-

tion, near Trenton, and retired to this

place till the termination of the war, made

heavy complaints of the troops plunder-

ing both friends and foes. He obferv-

ed, as to the Britilh foldiers, they only

pilfered poultiy and pigs, but the HefTians

entered houfes, broke open drawers, taking

av/ay plate, cloaths, and other valuables ;

but to point out to you what an idea they

mufl have of plundering fomething, he

related that he faw fome Germans enter a

houfe which was abandoned by the owner.

Vol. II. T iu
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in which they had left an eight day clock,,

and a few tables and chairs > that he fhort-

ly after obferved one of the Germans come

out of the houfe with the works of the

clock, pendulum, and all the leaden

weights J this enormous weight, in addi-

tion to his knapfack and accoutrements,

the fellow had near twenty miles to carry

to New-York, where the moil he could

pofiibly get for it, would be three or four

dollars. After he had related this flory,

he obferved, that the defolation of the

Jerfeys, which included friends, and mo-

derate perfons, as well as enemies, had

done great injury to our caufe, as it had

united the latter more firmly, and detach-

ed nvimbers of the former—exaggerated

accounts of all the enormities that had

been committed were publiflied in all their

prints, which determined thofe who were

wavering, and imbittered the minds of every

clafs throughout the colonics, and he con-

cluded with a figh, obfcrving. that the re-

fentmentj
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fentment, occadoned by the depredations

carried on through the Jerfeys, had left

few, or fcarce any friends to Britain in the

province.

The inhabitants of New-York, as well

as the Jerfeys, are chiefly the pofterity of

the firfl fettlers in thofe provinces, who

were Dutch, and they feem to retain their

principles, induftry, frugality, and an alli-

duous perfeverance in the means of thriv-

ing. Before the war they muft have been

in an affluent and happy ftate, efpecially

their farmers, but now they fow and plant,

and know not who will reap the fruits of

their labor, for their grain and other pro-

duce are taken for the ufe of the con-

tinental army, and in lieu certificates are

given to be paid at the Treafury at Phila-

delphia ; to many of them, efpecially thofe

they imagine are inimical to their caufe,

they have barely left fufficient for the fup-

port of their families and the flock on the

T 2 farms
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farms for the enfuing Winter. Oh de-

luded Americans, you muil be indepen-

dent, and thefe are the bleffed fruits of

thofe principles

!

I was much delighted at meeting a

bird lately, peculiar to America, termed

the Mocking-bird, which derives its name

from imitating the note of every bird

they hear ; its plumage is very iimple and

not fhewy, it is a Summer bird, very dif-

ficult to bring up, and has a very melodi-

ous voice, v/hich, in my opinion, would

far exceed the Bullfinch, if the fame pains

were taken with it, from its amazing

readinefs in catching every note it hears.

This one I faw imitated a cock in fuch a

manner, that you could hardly believe

but that there was a cock crowing in the

room. The inhabitants fay this bird is fo

very fliy, that if any perfon difcovers its

nell, which is moftly built in buflies, and

looks at its eggs, it will never return again

to



THROUGH AMERICA. 277

to the neft. When a nefl of young ones

are taken, and put into a cage, they take

great care to hang it where the mother

cannot get at it, for if fhe can, flie will

feed them three or four days, and finding

file cannot releafe them flies away, after

which, the young ones fhortly die, as in ge-

neral they cannot eat w^hat is given them ?

but the inhabitants attribute their death to

the mother, who, they fay, the lafl time flic

feeds them, contrives to give them poifon,

in order to releafe them from captivity.—

If that really is the cafe, it fhews how re-

pugnant it is to the principles of nature,

to confine any thing, and that flie calls

aloud to partake of the blefTmgs of liberty,

but at prefent it reminds me of my own

fituation, I mui\. therefore drop the fub-

jea.

Tour's, &c.

T 3 LET-
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LETTER LIX.

hancnjief, in Penjylvaniaf

Dec. \6th, 1778.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

T y^ r E halt a day or two at this town,

' ^ and I cannot fo well employ my
leifure tune as to give you a defcription of

our march from the Delaware : we crofled

the river in fcowls, which are flat bottom

boats, large enough to contain a waggon

and horfes j they are a fafe conveyance,

and moAly ufed to crofs the rivers in this

country, they are rowed with oars upon

large rivers ; but over a creek, whicli is

about three miles from this town,

called
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called Coneftoga, they pull them acrofs

by means of ropes fafbened to either

fliore.

After you get over the Delaware, a

new country prefents itfelf, extremely

well cultivated and inhabited; the roads

are lined with farm houfes, fome of which

are near the road, and fome at a little

dillance, and the fpace between the road

and houfes is taken up with fields and

meadov.'s ; fome of them are built of ftone,

two ftories high, and covered with cedar

fiiingles, but moil: of them are wooden,

with the crevices flopped with clay ; the

ovens are commonly built a little diflance

from the houfe, and under a roof to fecure

them againft the vv^eather.

The farmers in Penfylvania, and in the

Jerfeys, pay more attention to the con-

flruclion of their barns than their dwel-

ling-houfes. The building is nearly as

T 4 large
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large as a common country church, the

roof very lofty, and covered with fliingles,

declining on both fides, but not very fteep,

the walls are about thirty feet j in the

middle is the threfhing-floor, and above

it a loft for the corn unthrefhed ; on one

fide is a liable, and on the other a cow-

houfe, and the fmall cattle have their par-

ticular flables and ilyes ; and at the gable

end of this building there are great gates,

fo that a horfe and cart can go flrait

through : thus is the threfliing-floor, fla-

ble, hay-loft, cowhoufe, coach-houfe, &c.

all under one roof.

The Penfylvanians are an induftrious

and hardy people, they are moll of them

fubilantial, but cannot be confidered rich,

it being rarely the cafe with landed people.

However, they are well lodged, fed, and

clad, and the latter at an eafy rate, as the

inferior people manufafture mof!: of their

own apparel, both linnens and woollens,

and
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and are more indun"rious of themfelves,

having but few blacks among them.

They have a curious method to prevent

their gctfe from creeping through broken

inclofures, by means of four Uttle fticks,

about a foot in length, which are faftened

crofsways about their necks. You cannot

imagine how extremely aukward they ap-

pear, though it is diverting enough to fee

them walk with this ornament j their mode

preventing horfes from leaping over their

inclofures is equally as curious, they faften

round the horfe's neck a piece of wood, at

the lower end of which is a hook, v/hich,

catching in the railing, ilops the horfe juft

as he is rifmg to leap over ; fome indeed,

fallen the fore and hind foot together,

which makes them walk flow ; both thefe

methods are extremely dangerous to the

horfes.

Ill
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In New England they have a very few

hives of bees, but in this province, almofl

every farm houfe has feven or eight ; it is

fomewhat remarkable they fhould be more

predominant here, as all the bees upon the

Continent were originally brought from

Enrfand to Boflon, about one hundred

years ago ; the bee is not natural to Ame-

rica, for the firfl planters never obferved

a fnigle one in the immenfe tra61: of

woods they cleared, and what I think

flands forth a moil indubitable proof

that it is not the Indians, as they have

a word in their language for all animals,

natives of the country, have no word

for a bee, and therefore they call them

by the name of the E?2gliJJjma?is Fly.

On the high road from Philadelphia to

this town are mileflones, which are the

firfl I obferved put up in this country,

as to the other parts, the inhabitants only

compute the diftance at gucfs. It was no

little mortification that we were debarred

feeinn:
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feeing one of the firit cities of America

(Philadelphia) we pafTed within twelve

miles of it, and feveral of us made appli-

cation to the Commanding Officer who

efcorted us, to grant permiffion for us to

go into the city, afiliring him we would

upon our honour join the troops at night.

He was a good-natured man, and nearly

complying with our requeil, but on a fud-

den faid, he really could not, as Congrefs

would be mightily difpleafed at it ; how-

ever, we confole ourfelves, that on our ex-

change, v/e may have an opportunity of

feeing it.

In the greatefl part of our march the

inhabitants were making of cyder, for in

almoif every farm there is a prefs, though

made in a different manner ^ fome make

ufe of a wheel made of thick oak plank,

which turns upon a wooden axis, by means

of a horfe drawing it, and fome have flone

wheels, but they are moflly of the former.

In
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In travelling through Penfylvanla, you

meet with people of almoft every different

perfuafion of religion that exifls -, in fhort,

the diverfity of religions, nations, and lan-

guages here is ailonilliing, at the fame

time, the harmony they live in no lefs

edifying, notwithftanding every one, who

wilhes well to religion, is hurt to fee the

diverfity that prevails, and would, by the

moft foothing means, endeavour to pre-

vent it ; yet, when the misfortune once

takes place, and there is no longer an

union of fentiments, it is neverthelefs glo-

rious to preferve an union of affeftions,

and certainly it muft be highly pleafmg

to fee men live, though of fo many

different perfuafions, yet, to the fame

Chriftian principles, and though not of

the fame religion, flill to tlie great end

of all, the profperity and welfare of man-

kind. Am.ong the numerous fe6ls of reli-

gion with v/hich this province abounds,

for there are Churchmen, Quakers, Calvi-

niHs,
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nlfts, Lutherans, Catholics, Methodifls,

Menifts, Moravians, Independants, Ana-

baptifts, there is a le6t which, perhaps,

you never heard of, called the Dumplers ;

this fe6l took its origin from a German,

who, v^^eary of the world, retired to a veiy

folitary place, ahout fifty miles from Phi-

ladelphia, in order to give up his whole

time to contemplation j feveral of his coun-

trymen came to vifit him in his retreat,

and by his pious, fimple, and peaceable

manners, many were induced to fettle near

him, and, in a Ihort time adopting his

modes, they formed a little colony, which

they named Euphrates, in allufion to that

river upon whofe borders the Hebrews

were accuftomcd to fmg pfalms.

Their little city is built in the form of

a triangle, and bordered with mulberry

and apple-trees, very regularly planted.

In the center of the town is a large

orchard, and betvveen the orchard and the

ranges
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ranges of trees that are planted round the

borders, are their houfes, which are built

of wood, and three ftories high, in thefe

every Dumpier is left to enjoy his medita-

tions without diilurbance ; thefe contem-

plative men, in the whole, do not amount

to mo]*e than five hundred ; their territory

is nearly three hundred acres in extent,

on one fide is a river, on another a piece

of flagnated water, and on the other two

are mountains covered with trees.

They have women of their community,

who live feparate from the men ; they

feldom fee each other but at places of

worfliip, and never have meetings of

any kind but for public bufinefs > their

whole life is fpent in labor, prayer, and

flqep ; twice every day and night they are

fummoned from their cells to attend divine

fervi'Ce; as to their religion, in fome

meafure, it refembles the Quakers, for

every individual, if he thinks himfelf in-

fpircd,.
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ipired, has a right to preach.—The fiib-

jecls they chiefly difcourfe upon are hu-

mihty, temperance^ charity, and other

Chriftian virtues; never violating that

day held facred amongPc all perfuafions j

they admit of a Hell and a Paradiic, but

deny the eternity of future puniihments.

As to the doctrine of original hn, they hold

it as impious blafphemy, together with

every tenet that is fevere to man, deeming

it injurious to divinity.—As they allow

no merit to any but voluntary v/orks,

baptiim is only adminiftered to the adult

;

neverthelefs, they think it fo elTentiallv

neceflary to falvation, as to imagine the

louls of Chritlians are employed in the

other world, in the converlicn of thofe

who have not died under the light of the

Gofpel.

Religion among the Dumplers, has the

fame cffecl philofophy liad upon tlie

Stoics, rendering them infennble to every

kind
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kind of infult j they are more pafTive and

difmterefted than the Quakers, for they

will fuifer themfelves to be cheated, rob-

bed, and abufed, without the leaft idea of

retaliation, or even a complaint.

Their drefs is very fimple and plain,

confiding of a long white gown, from

whence hangs a hood to ferve the purpofes

of a hat, a coarfe fliirt, thick flioes, and

very wide breeches, fomething refembl-

ing thofe the Turks wear. The men

wear their beards to a great length, fome

I fav/ were down to the waift ; at the

firft fight of them, I could not help com-

paring them to our old ancient bards, the

Druids, from their reverential appearance;

the women are drefled fnriilar to the men,

excepting the breeches.

Their life is very abflemious, and eating

no meats, not that they deem it unlawful,

but more conformable to the fpirit of

Chriftianity,
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Chriflianity, which they argue has an

averfion to blood, and upon thofe grounds

they fubfifl only on vegetables, and the

produce of the earth.

They follow with great chearfulnefs

their various branches of bufniefs, in

fome one of which, every individual par-

takes, and the produce of their labor is

depofited in one common flock, to fupply

the necellities of every individual, and by

this union of induflry, they have not only

eftablidied agriculture and manufactures,

fufficient to fupport this little fociety, but

fuperfluities for the purpofes of exchange

for European commodities.

Though the two fexes live feparate,

they do not renounce matrimony, but

thofe who are difpofed to it leave the city

and fettle in the country, on a tra6l of

land which the Dumplers have purchafed

Vol. II. U for
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for that purpofe, the couple are fup-

ported at the public expences, which they

repay by the produce of their labor, and

their children are fent to Germany for

education. Without this wife policy, the

Dumplers would be little better than

Monks, and in procefs of time anni-

hilated.

Although there are fo many fe61s, and

fiich a difference of religious opinions in

this province, it is furprizing the harmony

which fubfifts among them j they confidei'

themfelves as children of the fame father,

and live like brethren, becaufe they have

the liberty of thinking like men, to this

pleafmg harmony, in a great meafure, is

to be attributed the rapid and flourifliing

flate of Fenfyivania, above all the other

provinces. Would to Heaven that har-

mony was equally as prevalant all over the

globe
J

if it v^-as, I think you'll acquiefce

with
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with me in opinion, that it would be for

the general welfare of mankind.

An officer who is exchanged, and go-

ing to New-York, having fent for my
letters, I mufl haftily conclude, afTuring

you, I am

Yours, 6cca

V 2 LET-
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LETTER LX,

hancajler, in Perifyl'vania^

Dec. 17, 1778..

MY DEAR FRIEND;,

TN our way hither, we crofTed the Skuyl-

^ kill, over the bridge built by General

Wafhington's army, when they were en-

camped at Valley-Forge. I imagine it v/as

the intention of the Americans, that this

bridge fhould remain as a triumphal me-

mento, for in the center of every arch is

engraved in the wood, the names of the

principal Generals in their country ; and

in the middle arch was General Wafliing-

ton's, with the date of the year: this

bridge
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bridge was built to preferve a communi-

cation, and to favor a retreat, in cafe

they were compelled to quit their en-

campment.

Our troops flept in the huts at Valley-

Forge, which had been confl:ru6led by the

Americans ; and as we waited till late the

next day for the delivery of provifions be-

fore we marched, I had a full opportunity

to reconnoitre the whole camp : on the

eail and fouth fide were entrenchments,

with a ditch fix feet wide and three deep,

the mound not four feet high, very nar-

row, and eafily to have been beat down

with cannon ; two redoubts were alfo be-

gun, but not compleated, the Skuylkill

was on the left, arid as I before obferved,

with a bridge acrofs ; the rear v/as mollly

covered by an impa-Table precipice formed

by Valley Creek, having only a narrow

palfage near the Skuylkill : this camp

was by no means didicult of accefs, for the

U 3 right
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right was attainable, and in one part of

the front the afcent was fcarcely to be

perceived, the defences were exceedingly-

weak, and this is the only inftance I ever

faw of the Americans having fuch flight

works, thefe being fuch as a fix-pounder

eould eafily have battered down ; the

ditches were not more than three feet deep,

and fo narrow, that a drum-boy might

with eafe leap over.

A Loyalift, at whofe houfe I was quar^

tered, at Valley Forge, and who refided

there at the time Walhington's army was

encamped, told me, that when General

Walhington chofe that fpot for his Win-

ter quarters, his men were obliged to

build them huts with round logs, fill the

interftices with clay, and cover them

with loofe ftraw and dirt, very uncom-

fortable, as the fhelter was not fecure

from the weather, where the men fuffered

exceedingly from the inclemency of the

feafoUj
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ieafon, the camp diforder raged among

them, the greater part of them were in a

manner naked at that fevere feafon of the

year j many without flioes and flockings,

and very few, except the Virginia troops,

with the necefTary cloathing : his army

was wafting away by ficknefs, that raged

with extreme mortaHty in all his different

hofpitals, which are no lefs than eleven,

and without the efiential medicines to re-

lieve them ; his army was likewife di-

minifhed by conftant defertions in com-

panies, from ten to fifty at a time, that at

one period, it was reduced to four thou-

fand men, and thofe with propriety could

not be called efFedive. The horfes

from being conflantly expofed to

fhowers of rain and falls of fnow, both

day and night, were in fuch a condi-

tion, that many of them died, and

the reft were fo emaciated, as to be unfit

for labor, had he been attacked and

repulli^d, he muft have left behind all

U ^ his
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his artillery, for want of horfes to convey

its in addition to all thefe diftrefies,

Wafhington had not in his camp, at

any one time, a week's provifion for man

and horfe, and fometimes he was totally

deflitute.

The Loyalifls greatly cenfure General

Howe, in fuffering Wafhington to con-

tinue in this weak and dangerous ftate

from December till May, and equally

aflonifhed what could be the motive he

did not attack, furround, or take by fiege,

the whole army, when the feverity of the

weather was gone—they expefted that in

the months of March, April, and May,

they fhould hear of the camp being ftorm-

ed or befieged. Certainly the fituation of

it favored either, for on the left was the

Skuylkill that was impafiable, but over

the bridge, on the rear, lay Valley Creek,

with the precipice and narrow pafs j on

the right, and in the front, it could be

approached
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approached on equal terms ; by pofling

two thoufand men on a commanding

ground, near the bridge on the North

fide of the Skuylkill, it would have ren-

dered the efcape of the enemy on the left

impoffible. Two thoufand polled on a

like ground oppofite the narrow pafs,

effe6lually prevented a retreat by the rear,

and five or fix thoufand men placed on the

right and in the front of his camp, would

have deprived them of flight on thofe

fides ', the pofitions were fuch, that if any

corps were attacked, they could inflantly

have been fiipported ; under all thefe fa-

vorable circumftances, fuccefs was to be

little doubted ; but it fliould feem that

General Howe was exadlly in the fame

fituation as General Burgoyne, refpecling

int^ligence, obtaining none he could place

a perfect reliance on. In fa61:, the Ame-

ricans have a moft decided fuperiority over

us this war in that refpeft, our poft and

fituations, nay, even fecret marches, v\^ith

their
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their intentions, are made known to Ge-

neral Wafliington by the inumerable fpies

and fecret enemies who come into our

camp and hnes, under the fpecious cha-

racter of Loyahils ; it is quite the reverfe

with him, every man who enters his camp

is known to fome one or other, as his

army is compofed of troops from every

province.

The Loyalids in Penfylvania generally

accufe General Howe with ungrateful con-

duClj in abandoning Philadelphia, after

all the aififtance they had given him, and

not having, during the Winter, endeavor-

ed to difiodged General Wafliington at

Valley Forge, fuffering the enemy to har-

rafs and diflrefs the loyal inhabitants on

every fide of the Britifli lines, deftroying

their mills, feizing their grain, horfes and

cattle, imprifoning, whipping, branding

and killing the unhappy people, devoted to

the caufe of their Sovereign, who, at every

rifque.
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rifque were daily fupplying the army, navy,

and Loyal inhabitants within the lines,

with every necellary, and luxury the

.country afforded.

Indeed, the Loyalifts of Penfylvania are

greatly to be pitied, for they have been

much perfecuted hnce our troops evacuted

Philadelphia, their loyalty is greatly abated,

as they conceive themfelves made a facri-

fice of by the condu6l of General Howe

;

and are fo exceeding incenfed, and violent

againft him, they do not hefitate to fay,

that in eafe and comfort, in the city of Phi-

ladelphia, he cared little for military fame

or glory ; that he negle6led his duty to his

King and country, that he neglected the

antereft and fafety of the country he was

fent to protect, and that his whole condu61:

was founded on private interefl and am-

bition ; you fhall not know my fentiments

'fill we meet.

At
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At a poor farm houfe I was quartered at,

the night before we came into this town, I

was much furprized when it grew dark, to

fee the landlady bring in a couple of green

wax-candles, which at firft we really took

them to be ; but lo ! they were made from

the berries of a tree, which is called the

tallow fnrub, as they produce a kind of

wax or tallow ; this plant grows in Eng-

land, and known by the name of the

candleberry tree. The method of making

the fat from thefe berries, is by gathering

them late in the Autumn, then they are

put into a pot of boiling water ^ of courfe

the fat melts out, and floats on the fur-

face, which is lliimmed off, and this pro-

cefs is continued, 'till there is no fat left,

when congealed, it has a green dirty

color, but after refined, becomes perfe(51:ly

tranfparent; with this they manufa6lure

their candles j they were formerly much

ufed, but before the war, they could pro-

cure tallow in great abundance, and there-

fore
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fore ufed it in preference, as the time for

gathering the berries and preparing them,

fcarcely repays the trouble. Now the poor

inhabitants are obli£;ed to have recourfe to

them, as no tallow is imported, and all

the cattle is taken for the fupply of the

army. There are many qualities apper-

taining to the candles made from their

berries j they do not eafily bend or melt in

Summer, as common candles, they burn

better and flower, and when extinguiflied,

do not fmoak, but rather evaporate with

an agreeable odour.

The town of Lancafter is the largefl in-

land town in America, it contains at leaft

ten thoufand inhabitants, chiefly Germans

and Irifh, there are fome few good houfes,

and exclufive of thofe, it appears neither

handfome, nor agreeable; however the

markets are plentifully fupplied with all

forts of provifion, and the cyder is very ex-

cellent.
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cellent, the nearefl to Englifli of any I met

with in America.

Moft of the houfes before the door

have an elevation, to which you afcend by

ileps from the ilreet, refembhng a fmall

balcony with benches on both fides, where

the inhabitants fit and enjoy the frefli air,

and view the people palling ; moft of them

have ftoves fimilar to thofe of the Ca-

nadians.

This town, before the commencement

of thefe unhappy troubles, carried on a

confiderable trade with Philadelphia, and

the frontier fettlements ; now it has fcarcely

fufficient to fupply the inhabitants, and

the neighbouring farms -, it is really a dif-

treffing circumftance, to fee fuch a popu-

lous, and no doubt, flourifliing town,

once a fcene of buftling induflry, now
in a ftate of fupinenefs, the fliopkeep-

crs lolling and fmoaking at their doors,

their
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tlieip fliops which were overflownig with

forts of commodities, fcarcely contain

more than Shakefpere's Apothecary's " a

*' beggarly account of empty boxes," un-

lefs indeed, fome French frippery, which

the inhabitants will not purchafe; the

only little fign of trade that I could per-

ceive, was among fadlers and gunfmiths,

who were making materials for the Conti-

nental army: This unhappy war has

thrown the Americans into fuch a ilate,

that it will be a century before they can

recover from it.

The town of LancaRer has no building

of any confequence, except the Lutheran

church, which, is only built of brick,

the infide has a mofl magnificent appear-

ance J the large galleries on each fide, the

fpacious organ-loft, fupported by Corin-

thian pillars, arc exceedingly beautiful,

and there are pillars of the Ionic order,

from the galleries to the roof. The altar-

piece
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piece is very elegantly ornamented -, the

Vi^hole of the church, as well as the or-

gan, painted white with gilt decorations,

which has a very neat appearance; it

greatly reminded me of the chapel at

Greenwich Hofpital j the organ is reckon-

ed the iargeft and beft in America, it was

built by a German, who refides about

feventeen miles from Lancafler, he made

every individual part of it with his own

hands ; it was near feven years in com-

pleating; the organ has not only every

pipe and flop that is in moil others, but

it has many other pipes to fwell the bafs,

which are of an amazing circumference,

and thefe are played upon by the feet,

there being a row of wooden keys that the

performer treads on. I do not recolle6l

ever feeing an organ of this conllru^lion,

except thofe of the Savoy Chapel and St.

Paul's ; in the latter they are fhut up as the

vibration of found was found too power-

ful for the dome j but then they had only

fpur
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four or five of thefe wooden keys, whereas

this organ has a dozen : the man who

fhewcd the indrument played on it, and

the effecl of thcfe keys was aftonifhing, it

abfolutcly made the very building fliake.

It is the largeft, and I think the fined

I ever faw, without exception ; and

when you examine it, you wonder it did

not take up the man's whole life in con-

flructingj to eflimate its goodnefs and

value, I fhall only tell you it coft two

thoufand five hundred pounds fteriing j to

you who are fo mufical, what a treat

would it be to be here a few hours only,

unlefs indeed, you would think a few

more not thrown away entirely, when

allotted to

Yours, &c,

Vol. II. X LET-
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LETTER JLXh

FredtrickcTo'WH, in Maryland^

Dec. 2^th, 1778.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

A F T E R we left Lancafter, we crofTed

•^ ^ the Sufquehannah, which, though a

large, broadj and beautiful river, is ex-

tremely dangerous, on account of the ra-

pidity of the current, and innumerable

fmall rocks that juil make their appearance

above the farface ; in croffing it we were

not without our fears, for a fcowl, belong-

ing to the fecond brigade, in v^'hich Lord

Torphinchin, and a number of officers

and foldiers of the twenty-firft regiment

was
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was near being loft by ftriking on one of

thefe rocks ; this river falls into the Chefa-

peak and forms the head of that vaft water,

which, though one of the largeft and moft

beautiful rivers in America, is the leaft

ufeful, as it is not navigable above twelve

or fifteen miles at the fartheft, for Ihips

of any burthen, and above that fcarcely

fo for canoes j the utility of this river

would be great, if the navigation, even

for canoes was practicable, as the fource

of the eaft branch of this river is in the

Mohawk country, and from thence to the

mouth in the Chefapeak, is near feven

hundred miles.

After we crofted the Sufquehannah, wc

arrived at York-town, which was fome time

the feat of Congrcfs ; this is reckoned the

fecond inland town in America, it is not

near fo large as Lancafter, but much plca-

fanter, being fituated on Codorow-creek,

a pretty ftream which falls into the Seque-

X 2 hannahj
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hannah ; this town contains between two

and three thoufand inhabitants, chiefly

Iiifli, intermixed with a few Germans ;

here was formerly more trade than in

Lancafter, and notwithfhanding the trou-

bles, it has flill more the appearance

of it J as we came into the town at

four o'clock in the afternoon, and march-

ed the next morning, you may eafily

imagine I had but little tiine to make any

very particular obfervations ; but in walk-

ing about, I faw the Court-houfe and a

few churches, which are very neat brick

buildings, and I remarked the hoiifes were

much better built, and with m.ore regu-

larity than at Lancafter; of the two>

though York is confiderably lefs than the

other, I Ihould give it the preference for a

place of refidencc.

As I obferved in a former letter, it was

with a view and hope that the men would

defert, that the Congrefs marched us at

this
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this inclement fcaibn ; numbers have an-

fvvered their wHhcs, ci'pccially the Ger-

mans, who feeinii; in what a comfortable

manner their countrymen live, left us in

great numbers, as we marcbed througli

New-York, the Jerfeys and Penfylvaniai

among the number of delcrters is my fer-

vnnt, who, as we left Lancaftcr, ran from

me with my horfe, portmanteau, and every

thine: he could take with him. I did not

mil's him till night, as I concluded he was

witli the baggage waggons j the next

morning I obtained permlihon from the

oliker that efcorted us, to return back in

purfuit of liim, as I had reafons to fuppofe

he was going back to New-England j in

the afternoon, on the other fide of Lan-

cafter, I met tbe firll: brigade of the Ger-

mans, who were marching into the town.

Being acquainted with Colonel Mingen,

who commanded, he enquired if I had or-

ders for bim, but telling him the })urport

of my return, i:e informed me that he had

X 3 met
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met my fervant that morning, juft as they

were going to march ; he enquired of him

how I did, and the reafon of his returning,

when the fellow faid *' I was very well,

* and that I defired my compliments to

** him, if he fliould meet him, and that

" he was returning for a pair of faddle^

*' bags that he left behind on the road."

After this I thought any purfuit in v^n,

therefore returned back to the regiment,

who, by this time, had arrived in this

town,

We have been greatly perplexed in our

jnarch through the different provinces, by

the dollars being of fiich various value 3 in

fome it is only fix fliillings, in others

feven, feven and fixpence, and eight {hil-

lings. The provinces entertain little opi-

nion as to the value of their neighbours'

money, as it will not pafs in the next

province ; the New-York money will not

pafs in the Jerfeys, nqr that of the Jerfeys

in
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in Penfylvania, and fo on. The Congrcfs

money is taken throughout the whole of

them, but there arc ibme provinces which

deem their own money of more real value

than that of Congrefs, and take it in pre-

ference, not that they dare refufe the other,

as it would be deemed high treafon.

Till our arrival at this place, we have

had the mofl: delightful weather imagin-

able, but yefterday morning there came on

a moft violent fnow florm, and which lad-

ed the whole day ; it was as fevere as any

I ever faw in Canada ; the fnow is up to

one's knees, which has rendered the Po-

towmack fo dangerous, that we are wait-

ing here till it either freezes over, or be-

comes paflable, the firfl brigade are for-

tunate, for by this time, they are arrived

at Charlottefville.

Frederick Town is a fine large town,

and has a very noble appearance, as the

X 4 houfes
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houfes are moftly formed of brick and

ftone, there being very few timber build-

ings in it ; it contains near two thoufand

inhabitants, chiefly Germans, quite in-

land, the neareft port being George Town,

which is fifty miles diilant, the only river,

which is the Potowmack, is eight miles

from the town.

About four miles before you enter it,

you crofs the Monoccacy Creek, which,

without a guide to fliew the ford, a

ftranger muft inevitably be carried down

the flream ; this ford is in the form of a

crefcent, and made with large loofe flones,

that a horfe is in continual danger of fall-

ing ; the water, in general, is up to the

ikirts of the faddle, and after the leall fall

of rain, it is impalTable for fome hours

;

there is a ferry-boat, but it is fo badly

attended, and in fuch a fliattered ftate,

that yoii are afi'aid to venture in it.
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I am quartered at the houfe of a Mr.

M'Murdo, who is the CommilFary of

Provifions in this town, and, although

ftrongly attached to the caule of the Ame-

ricans, porbil'cs very philanthropic ideas,

his treatment and polite behaviour to the

officers quartered at his houfe, truly mark

the gentleman and man of the world.—His

attention is fuch, that although for this day,

which is as much a day of feftival as in

England, he has been engaged for fome time

pall among his friends and relations, he

would flay at home, and entertain us with

an excellent Chriftmas dinner, not even

forgetting plumb-pudding. If the Ame-

ricans in general pofl'eHed fucli liberal

fentiments, it would prevent the many

horrid barbarities and perfecutions which

arife in confequence of this unnatural

war, and which have branded the name

of x\merica with an odium, that no time

can obliterate, no merit expunge.

I now
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I now experience what has been often

told me, that the further I went to the

fouthward, I fliould find the inhabitants

poffefe more liberahty and hofpitaUty,

I remain

Tour's, &c.

LET-
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LETTER LXII.

Joneses Plantation, near ChariottefvilU,

in Virginia, Jan. 20, 1 779.

MY DEAR FEIEND,

AF T E R we left Frederick Town, wc

crolled the Potowmack River with

imminent danger, as the current was very

rapid, large floats of ice fvvimming down

it, though the river was only half a mile

wide, the fcowl that I crolled over in had

feveral narrow efcapes ; at one time it was

quite faftened in the ice, but by great ex-

ertions of the men in breaking it, we made

good our landing on the oppofitc fliore,

near a mile lower than the Ferry.

The
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The difficulty of croffing was only a

fore-runner of the hardiliips and fatigues

we were to experience on our entering

Virginia; 'for on our march to this place,

the men experienced fuch diflrefies, as

were fevere in the extreme ; the roads were

exceedingly bad from the late fall of fnow,

which was encrufled, but not fufficiently to

bear the weight of a man, fo we were con-

tinually fmking us up to our knees, and

cutting our (liins and ancles, and, perhaps,

after a march of fixteen or eighteen miles

in this maner, at night the privates had to

fleep in woods ; after their arrival at the

place of deftination, the officers had to

ride five or fix miles to find a hovel to

reft in.

But on our arrival at Charlottefville, no

pen can defcribe the fcene of mifery and

confufion that enfued ; the officers of the

firft and fecond brigade were in the town,

and our arrival added to their diftrefs;

this
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this famous place we had heard fo much

of, confillcd only of a Couit-houfe, one

tavcin, and about a dozen houtes ; all of

which were crowded with officers, thofe of

our brigade therefore, were obliged to ride :

about the country, and entreat the inha->

bitants to take us in. .v,f
'•,

,

>

As to the m^, the fitnation waa truly

lion ible, after the hard fliifts they had ^

experienced in tlieir march from the Po-r

towrnack, they were, inftead of 'comfbrt-

.

able J barracks, cpndu6led into a wood,

where a few log huts were juft, begun fo

be built, the moft part not covered over,

and all of them full of fnow ; thefc the

men were obliged to clear out, and cover

over to fccure thcmfelves from t]ie incle-

mency of the weather as quick as they

could, and in the courfe of two or three

days rendered them a habitable, but by

no means a comfortable retirement ; what

added greatly to the diltreiles of the men^-

was
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was the want of provifions, as none had

as yet arrived for the troops, and for fix

days they fubfifted on the meal of Indian

corn made int© cakes. The perfon who

had the management of every thing, in-

formed us that we were not expelled till

Spring.

Never was a country fo deftitute of

eveiy comfort, provifions were not to be

purchafed for ten days -, the officers fub-

fifled upon fait pork, and Indian corn

made into cakes, not a drop of any kind

of fpirit, what little there had been, was

already confumed by the firft and fecond

brigade ; many officers, to comfort them-

felves, put red pepper into water, to drink

by way of cordial.

Upon a reprefentation of our fituation,

by Brigadier General Hamilton, to Colo-

nel Bland, who commanded the American

troops, he promifed to render the fitua-

tion
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tion of the men as comfortable as pofllble,

and with all expedition. As to the offi-

cers, upon figning a parole, they miglit

go to Richmond and other adjacent towns,

to procure themfelves quarters, according-

ly a parole was figned, which allowed a

circuit of near one hundred miles. And

after the officers had drawn lots, as

three w^ere to remain in the barracks

with the men, or at Charlottifville, the

principal pait of them fct off for Rich-

mond, many of them are at plantations,

twenty or thirty miles from the barracks.

I am quartered with Major Mailer and

four other officers of oar i-cgiment, at this

plantation, about twenty miles from the

barracks ; the owner has given up his

houfe, and gone to refide at his overfecr's,

and for the ufe of his houfe, wc pay him

two guineas a week.

On the arrival of the troops at Chariot-

tefvlllc, the officers, what witli vexation,

and
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and to keep out the cold, drank rather

freely of an abominable liquor, called

peach brandy, which, if drank to excefs,

the fumes raife an abfolute delirium, and

in their cups, feveral were guilty ©f deeds

that would admit of tio apology, the in-

habitants muft have a<5lually thought us

mad, for in the courfe of three or four

days, there were no lefs that fix or fevea

duels fovight.

Colonel Bland, who commands the

American troops, was formerly a phyfi-

cian, at a place called Peteriburg, on the

James River, but on the commencement

of the war, as being fome way related to

Biand, who wrote a military treatife, he

felt a martial fpirit arife in him, therefore

quitted the ^Efculapian art, and at his

own expence raifed a regiment of light

horfe. As to thofe troops of his regi-

ment with Wafhington's army, I can-

not fay any thing, but the two that the

Colonel
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Colonel has with him here, for the pur-

pofcs of exprefies and attendance, are the

moll curious figures you ever favv j fomc,

like Prince Prettyman, with one boot, others

lefs fortunate, without any j fome hofelcfs,

with their feet peeping out of their fnoes ;

others with breeches that put decency to

the bluHi J fome in fliort jackets, fome in

long coats, but all have fine dragoon caps,

and long fwords flung round them, fome

with hoUiers, fome without, butgadamercy

pillols, for they have not a brace and a half

among them, but they are tolerably well

mounted, and that is the only thing you

can advance in their favor ; the Colonel is

fo fond of his Dragoons, that he reviews

and manoeuvres them every morning, and

whenever he rides out, has two with drawn

fwords before, and two behind ; it is really

laughable to fee him thus attended with his

ragged regiment, which looks, to borrow

Shakefpeare's idea, as if the gibbets had

been robbed to make it up—then the Co-

lonel himfelf, notwithllanding his martial

Vol. II. Y fpirit
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fpirit, has all the grave deportment, as i£

he was going to a confultation.

The houfe that v/e refide in is fituated

upon an eminence, commanding a profpe6l

of near thirty miles around it^ and the

face of the country appears an immenfe

forefl, interfperfed with various planta-

tions, four or live miles diflant from each

other ; on thefe there is a dwelling-houfe

in the center, v/ith kitchens, frnoke-houfe,

and out-houfes detached, and from the

various buildings, each plantation has the

appearance of a fmall village j at fomc

little diftance from the haufes, are

peach and apple orchards, &c. and fcat-

tered over ^he plantations arc the negroes

huts and tobacco-houfes, which are large

built of v/ood, for the core of tliat article.

Tlie houfes are mod of them built of

wood, the roof being covered with ihingles>

and not alv/ays lathed and plailered with-

in, only thofe of the better fort that are^

finiflied
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finiriied in that manner, and painted on

the outfide ; the chimneys are often of

brick, but the generality of them are wood,

coated in the infide with clay ^ the win-

dows of the better fort are glazed, the reft

have only wooden fliutters.

The fences and enclofurcs in this pro-

vince are different from the others, for

thofe to the northward are made either of

ftone or rails let into pofls, about a foot

afunder ; here they are compofed of what

is termed fhicc railsj which are made out

of trees cut or fawed into lengths of about

twelve feet, that are mauld or fplit into

rails from four to fix inches diameter.

When they form an inclofure, thefe rails

are laid fo, that they cro fs each other

obliquely at each end, and are laid zig zag

to the amount of ten or eleven rails in

height, then liakes are put againft each

corner, double acrofs, \y\{h the lowei

ends drove a little into the ground,

Y 2 and
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and above thefe flakes is placed a rail of

double the fize of the others, vv^hich is

termed the rider, wL-ich, in a manner,

locks up the whole, and keeps the fence

firm and fbeady.

Thefe enclofures are generally feven or

eight feet high, tliey are not v^ery flrong

but convenient, as they can be removed to

any other place, where they may be more

neceffary j from a mode of conftrufting

thefe enclofures in a zig zag form, the

New-Englanders have a faying, when a

man is in liquor, he is making Virginia

fences.

Their manner of clearing the land is,

by cutting a circle round the tree through

the bai"k quite to the wood, before the fap

rifes, which kills it ; they then clear the

fmall brufh-wood and cultivate the ground,

leaving the trees to rot ftanding, which

happens in a very few years -, and after

receivini^
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receiving the circular wound, they never

more bear leaves ; a large field in this ftate

has a very fmgular, Ibiking, and dreadful

appearance, it lliould Teem dangerous to

walk in them, for the trees are of a pro-

digious magnitude and height, from which

are Impending in awful ruins vaft limbs,

and branches of an enormous fize, which

are continually breaking off, and fre-

quently whole trees are falling to the

ground with a moll horrible cradi, the

found of which is greatly encreafed and

protracted by the furrounding echoes : yet

I am informed, nutwithiianding the dan-

ger, few accidents happen from them,

except to cattle.

Upon our informing the Commiffary of

Provifiojis where we were quartered, he

gave us an order upon a Colonel Cole,

who refides about four mihs diftant, to

fupply us, he being appointed to collect

for the ufe of the Congreis in this diilrict,

Y 3 who



326 INTERIOR TRAVELS

who, Upon application, fent us about a

month's provifion of flour and fait pork

for ourfelves and fervants. As the cart

with the provifions came through the

plantation, I was much furprized to fee

all the cattle, horfes, fheep, and hogs fol-

lowing it, nor could the driver keep them

off, till he came to the houfe. I found

this was to lick the barrels v^^hich con-

tained the fait meat.

The inhabitants throughout America,

whofe habitations are at any great dis-

tance from the fea or fait-water, give

their cattle and horfes fait once or twice a

week, with v/hich they are fatisfied, but

here they were fo diitrafted after it, as to

irck the earth v/here there has been any pot

liquor in which fait meat has been boiled,

till they have licked up all the faline parti-

cles, and if a horfe that has been rode hard,

and in a fweat, is turned out with others,

i: they
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they each inllantly furround and lick

him.

Nature fcems to h:ivc prompted thefe

animals by inltin6>, as if fenfible thcfe

faline particles were abfolutely necelfary to

correct the acidity arifmg from a fuper-

abundant accumulation in the ftomach of

the vegetable juices j the inhabitants there-

fore not only give them fait as medicinal,

aiid to promote their encreafe of flefh, but

to render them gentle and tame, and to

allure them to vifit their plantations

;

otherwife, as they are not deficient in pro-

vender in Winter, they would run wild

and roam beyond the reach of their

owners, in thefe immenfe woods j yet

notwithftanding this precaution, great

numbers do run at large entirely wild,

and have no proprietors, but thofe on

whofc lands they are found.

Y 4 Moll
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Moft perfons who are in pofTelTion of

any confiderable plantation, have what is

called a right in the woods, by which they

are entitled to a certain proportion of the

ewe cattle that run wild, which they can

difpofe of, or transfer as affixed property ;

there is no other criterion to afcertain them

but by bi'anding, or putting fome mark

on them ; each perfon differs in this, and

they are recorded in the county courts fuch

property is further fecured by an a6l of

the affembly, which made it felony, to

alter or defape the marks,

Mofc of the planters confign the care of

their plantations and negroes to an over-

feer, even the man whofe houfe we rent,

has his overfeer, though he could with

cafe fuperintend it himfelf ; but if they

poflefs a few negroes, they think it be-

neath their dignity, added to which, they

are fo abominably lazy. I'll give you
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a fketch of this man's general way of

living.

He rifcs about eight o'clock, drinks

what he calls a julcn, which is a large

glafs of rum, fweetened with fugar, and

then walks, or more generally rides round

his plantation, views his flock, in*

fpecls his crops, and returns about ten

o'clock to brcakfaft on cold meat, or ham,

fried hommony, toafl: and cyder ; tea and

coffee is feldom tailed, but by the women.

He then faunters about the houfe, fome-

times amufmg himfelf with the little ne-

groes who are playing round the door, or

elfe fcraping on a fiddle j about twelve or

one he drinks toddy, to create him an ap-

petite for his dinner, which he fits down

to at two o'clock ; after he has dined, he

generally lays down on the bed, and rifes

about five, then perhaps fips fome tea

with his wife, but commonly drinks tod-

dy 'till bed time ; during all this he is

neither
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neither drunk nor fober, but in a flate of

ftupefaftion; this is his ufual mode of liv-

ing, which he feldom varies, and only-

quits his plantation to attend the Court-

Houfe on court days, or to fome horfe

race or cock light ; at vvrhich times he gets

fo egregioufly drunk, that his wife fends

a couple of negroes to conduct him fafe

home.

Thus the whole management of the

plantation is left to the overfeer, who as

an encouragement to make the moft of the

crops, has a certain portion as his wages,

but not having any interefl in the negroes,

any further than their labour, he drives

and whips them about, and works them

beyond their ftrength, and fometimes till

they expire; he feels no lofs in their

death, he knows the plantation mull be

fupplied, and his humanity is eftimated by

his interefl, which rifes always above freez-

ing point.

It
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It is the poor negroes who alone work

Iiard, and 1 am lorry to fay, fare hard.

Incredible is the fatigue which the poor

wretches undergo, and that nature ihould

be able to fupport it j there certainly mud
be fomething in their conilitutions, as

well as their color, diil'erent from us, that

enables thcni to endure it.

They are called up at day break, and

feldom allowed to fwallow a mouthful of

homminy, or hoe cake, but are drawa

out into the field immediately, where

they continue at hard labour, without irt-

termiihon, till noon, when they go to

their dinners, and arc feldom allowed

an hour for that purpofc j their meals

confift of homminy and fait, and if their

maftcr is a man of humanity, touched by

the finer feelings of love and fenfibility,h(J

allows them twice a week a little fat Ikimm-

ed milk, rufty bacon, or fait herring, to re-

liih this miferable and fcanty fare. The

man
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man at this plantation, in lieu of thefe,

grants his negroes an acre of ground, and

all Saturday afternoon to raife grain and

poultry for themfelves. After they have,

dined, they return to labor in the field,

until dulls: in the evening ; here one natu-

rally imagines the daily labor of thefe poor

creatures was over, not fo, they repair to the

tobacco houfes, where each has a talk of

flripping allotted which takes them up fome

hours, or elfe they have fuch a quantity of

Indian corn to hufk, and if they negle6l

it, are tied up in the morning, and re-

ceive a number of lafhes from thofe unfeel-

ing monfters, the overfeers, whofe maflers

fufFer them to exercife their brutal autho-

rity without conflraint. Thus by their

night talk, it is late in the evening before

thefe poor creatures return to their fecond

fcanty meal, and the time taken up at it

encroaches upon their hours of fleep,

which for refreihment of food and ileep

to2;ether
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together can never be reckoned to exceed

cidit.

When they lay thcmfchTs down to reH*,

their comforts are equally milerable and

hmited, for they lleep on a bench, or on

the ground, with an old fcanty blanket,

which ferves them at once for bed and co-

vering, their cloathing is not Icfs v/ret di-

ed, confillin?; of a fliirt and trowfers of

coarfe, thin, hard, hempen fluff, in the

Summer, with an addition of a very coarle

w^oollen jacket, breeches and flioes in

Winter. But fincc the war, their mafters,

for they cannot get the cloathing as

ufual, fuffer them to go in rags, and

many in a Ifate of nudity.

The female (laves fiiare labor and repofe

jufl in the fame manner, except a few who

are term'd houfe negroes, and ai'e employed

in houfchold drudgery.

Thcfe
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Thefe poor creatures are ail rabmiiTion

to injuries and infults, and are obliged to

be pailive, nor dare they refift or defend

themfelves if attacked, without the fmalleft

provocation, by a w^hite perfon, as the law

direfts the negroe's arm to be cut off who

raifes it againft a white perfon, fliould it

be only in defence againft wanton bar-

barity and outrage.

Notwithflanding this humiliating ftate

and rigid treatment to which this wretched

race are fubject, they are devoid of care,

and appear jovial, contented and happy.

It is a fortunate circumftance that they

poiTefs, and are blefTed with fuch an eafy

fatistied difpodtion, otherwife they muft

inevitably fnik under fuch a complication

of mifery and wretchednefs j what is fin-

gularly remarkable, they alv/ays carry out

a piece of fire, and kindle one near their

work, let the weather be ever fo hot and.

fultry.

As
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As I have fcvcral tijncs mentioned hom-

miny and lioe-cake^ it may not be amils to

explain them : the formei- is made of Indi-

an corn, which is coarfely broke, and boil-

ed with a few French beans, till it is al-

moll a pulp. Iloe-cake is Indian corn

ground into meal, kneaded into a dough,

and baked before a fire, but as the negroes

bake theirs on the hoes that they work

with, they have the appellation of hoe-

cakes. Thefe are in common ufe among

the inhabitants, I cannot fay they are pa-

lateablc, for as to flavor, one made of fav/-

duft would be equally good, and not un-

like it in appearance, but they arc certain-

ly a very ftrong and hearty food.

Having given you a pretty good fkctch

of thefe back-fcttlers, in my next I fliall

he able to afford you fomc account of the

country, and the lives and manners of the

people in the lower parts of this province,

for
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for in a few days I am going to Richmond

to purchafe fome liquors and neceffaries,

to render our fituation a little comfort-

able, in this dreary region of woods and

wretchednefs. 1 remain

Yours, &c.

LET-
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LETTER LXIII.

MV DEAR FRIEND,

Richmond, in i^irginiaf

Ftb. 12 1779.

A F EW days after my laft letter, with

-^-^ your friend Johnfon of our regiment,

I fet off for this place, and an uncomfort-

able journey we had, as the feafon was

unfavorable, and rendered travelling very

dangerous, on account of the fnow then

on the ground, and the continued falls

of fleet, till our arrival at this place.

The counti-y is fo much covered with

woods, that you travel a long time with-

Vox, II. Z out
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out feeing an habitation, (the firfl we

met with, was near eighteen miles from

Charlottefville) you can fcarcely conceive

the difficulty in finding the proper roads,

as they are hardly to be guened at by thofe

who have often ufed to travel in America j

when one is bad, they make another in a

different dire6lion, added to which, the

planters, fdns ccremonie turn a road to fuit

their own convenience, and render it more

commodious to their plantation, if per-

chance you meet an inhabitant and en-

quire your way, his directions are, if

poifible, more perplexing than the roads

themfelvcs, for he^ tells you to keep the

right hand path, then you'll come to an

old field, you are to crofs that, and then

you'll come to the fence of fach a ones

plantation, then keep that fence, and

you'll come to a road that has three forks,

(which is their manner of defcribing the

partings in the roads) keep the right hand

fork for about half a mile, and then you'll

come
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come to a creek, after you crofs that

creek, you mufl: turn to the left, and

then you'll come to a tobacco houfe

;

after you have pafled that, you'll come to

another road that forks, keep the right

hand fork, and then you'll come to Mr.

fuch a ones ordinary, and he will direct

you. Thus you fee it requires the mod
retentive memory to be able to proceed at

all, if unaccuftomed to the roads.

We adopted a fingular mode, which

proved fortunate. One day after tra-

velling a llraight road for near fifteen

miles at the leaft, as we calculated by

our watches, during the whole way, we

neither met or overtook a living creature,

and were greatly at a lofs, as totally un-

certain of being in the right road. Onr

perplexities greatly incrcafed by the roads>

dividing ; unacquainted with the country,

or in what dire6lion the place we wiOicd

to reach, lay. We continued for a length

Z 2 of
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of time undetermined which road to take,

at laft my companion propofed we fhould

tofs up a dollar, and if heads, to take the

right hand, if tails, the left ; it chanced

to come up heads, and we took the right

hand road accordingly, when after tra-

velling about four miles, we came to the

ordinary where w^e baited, the landlord of

which informed us that had we taken

the other road, we fliould have gone

near fixteen miles further without feeing

an houfe.

Having feveral times mentioned an ordi-

nai*y, it may not be amifs to acquaint you,

that out of the principal towns, all taverns

and public houfes are, in Virginia, called

ordinaries, and 'faith not improperly in

general ; they confift of a little houfe pla-

ced in a folitary fituation, in the middle

of the woods, and the*ufual mode of def-

cribing the roads, is from fiich an ordinary

- -to
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to fuch a one, fo many miles ; the enter-

tainment you meet with is very poor in-

deed, fcldom able to procure any other

fare than ccrgs and bacon, with Indian

hoe cake, and at many of them not even

that; the only hquors are peach brandy

and v^'hillccy. For this miferable fare they

are not remifs in making pretty exorbitant

charges ; but I am not furprizcd that

accommodation for travellers is fo bad,

as I am informed, before the war, the

hofpitality of the country was fuch,

that travellers always ftopt at a planta-

tion when they wanted to refrcfli them-

felves and their horfes, where they always

met with the moft courteous treatment,

and were fupplied with every thing gra-

tuitoufly ; and if any neighbouring plant-

ers heard of any gentleman being at one

of thefe ordinaries, they would fend a

negroe v/ith an invitation to their own

houfe.

. Z 3 On



342 INTERIOR TRAVELS

On our journey to this place we over-

took a flock of wild turkeys ; a couple of

fpaniels we had with us purfued them,

and it is incredible how fwift they run, as

neither of us, though we galloped our

horfes, could overtake them, although

they run near two hundred yards before

they took flight ; they appeared confider-

ably larger than ours, and I am told,

fometimes weigh thirty or forty pounds

each. Juft before we came to Goochland

Court houfe, we faw the manner by which

the inhabitants catch them j they make a

log fence of about twelve feet fquare, fe-

curing the top with heavy logs, but before

they cover it over dig a palTage from

the center, to the outfide of the fence,

which is covered over fo as to admit light,

and round about the entrance, and

through this paffage they flrev,^ Indian

corn, as well as a quantity for them to

feed on when in the trap, the birds feeing

the
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the corn in the hifidc, keep walking round

to gather it, till they meet that which is

laid to condiid them into the paiiage,

which having confumed, they keep eating

on till they get into the trap, and theie

foolilh birds, when they wilh to get out,

inilead of returning the way they came in,

keep continually flying up, by which

means one or two out of the flock, in the

morning arc found dead, and they fre •

quently catch a flock of ten or a dozen at

a time in this manner.

At Weflham, about feven miles, the

falls of James River commence, which

continue to about half a mile below this

place, where the tide comes up. The

grand flaple commodity of this province

is tobacco, carried down the river from the

back fettlements to Weflham, upon canoes

lalhed together, and then it is brought by

land carriage to this place, as the falls

prevent any commuriication by water,

Z 4 through
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through the diftance of feven miles ; and

during the courfe of that part of the river,

the v^ater rufhes down in vaft torrents,

raging with great impetuofity, and dafh-

ing from rock to rock with a moll: tre-

mendous noife, which may be heard for

many miles.

At this place the land fuddenly rifes in-

to hills of a great height, abounding with

prodigious rocks, large Hones and trees;

and as the fummit of many of thefe

hills hang over the falling torrent of

James river, they command mofl roman-

tic profpe6ls.

A litde below Richmond, the tide flows

up to the rocks of the fall, and there

James River is half a mile wide, at which

place there are ferry-boats.

At the foot of the falls there are three

towns j Richmond, which is the largeft,

feparated
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feparated by a creek named Shoekoes,

from the town of Shoekoes, that joins it

;

thefc are on the North fide of the river,

and on the South fide Hands Cheflcrfield,

but from its fituation, more generally

known by the name of Rocks Bridge
j

fmall floops come up to the falls, and

two miles lower, large Oiips come up to

load.

I am informed, above the falls, the river,

after heavy rains, fwells to a great height,

and overflows all the low ground for feve-

ral miles j and at the falls, where the river

is confined by the mountains that abrupt-

ly arife on each fide, the noife, force, ai^d

impetuofity of the torrent, are moll dread-

fully tremendous and awful.

Many gentlemen around Richmond,

thougli ftrongly attached to the American

caufe, have fliewn the liberality and hofpi-

tality fo peculiar to this province, in their

particular
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particular attention and civilities to our

officers, who are quartered here, and in

the adjacent country ; among thofe who

are moft diftinguiflied in this line, are Co-

lonel Randolph, of Tuckahoe ; Colonel

Good, of Chefterfield ; Colonel Cary, of

Warwick, &c. &c. The illiberal part of

their countrymen charge them with being

partial to Great-Britain, but thefe are

gentlemen of fixed principles, of affluence

and authority, and therefore defpife all

popular clamour.

There happened the moft rem.arkable

phenomenon a few nights ago, that we

imagined might be peculiar to this climate,

but at which we found the inhabitants ex-

ceedingly alarmed and terrified j it was a

moft terrible florm of thunder and light-

ning \ the day had been as piercingly keen

and penetrating as any wx had felt this

Winter, and in the evening the florin

came on\ the erufcations and flafhes of

lightning
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lightning inccflantly followed each other

in quick and rapid tranfitions, and the \

thunder was a conftant llicceilion of loud

contending peals j this ftorm Lifted near

two hours
i

at its commencement, the air

felt warm, which encreafed fo faft, that at

one time it was intenfcly hot ; but as the

ilorm decreafcd, fo the heat left us, and

the next morning was a fliarp froft.

As I was walking with fome officers, I

was fhewn a gentleman of the town, a

Mr. Fanchee, a furgeon and apothecary,

who had the misfortune to have one of his

eyes gouged out, it was happily in time

replaced, and there were hopes that hq

would recover the ufe of it. I ftiall relate

the way the accident happened, to fliew

the ferocioufnefs of the lower clafs in this

country ; this gentlemen was at pLiy in

the bilhard-room, where there were a

number of gentlemen, and feveral of our

officers : a low fcllovVj who pretends to

gentility
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gentility came in, and in the courfe of

play, fome words arofe, in which he firft

wantonly abufed, and afterward would

infift on fighting Mr. Fauchee, defiring at

the fame time, to know ""upon what terms

he would fight, as the lower fort have

various modes ; Mr. Fauchee declined

any, faying, that he was totally ignorant

as to boxing, but the other calling himfelf

a gentleman, he would meet him in a gen-

tleman-like manner ; he had fcarcely ut-

tered thefe words, before the other flew at

him, and in an inftant turned his eye out

of the focket, and while it hung upon his

cheek, the fellow was barbarous enough

to endeavor to pluck it entirely out, but

was prevented. You can eafily imagine

what the officers who were prefent, mufb

have felt, as fpe6lators of fuch a fcene,

who were obliged to fuffer fuch a wretch

to go off with impunity, their hands be-

ing reftrained, by their parole, from any

interference.

This
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This moft barbarous cuflom, which a

favagc would bkifh at being accufcd of, is

pccuUar to the lower clafs of people in this

province j at one time it was fo prevalent,

that the Ciovernor and Aflembly were

obliged to pafs a law which made it crimi-

nal, and that law is now in force, but the

rabble are Aich a lawlcfs fct, efpecially

thole in the back woods, that they are lit-

tle rcfirained by any laws the State can

pafs, and in the back fcttlcment, this

favagc cuflom prevails. 1 have fcen

a fellow, leckoncd a great adept in

gouging, who conftantly kept the nails

of both his thumbs and fccond fingers very

long and pointed j nay, to prevent their

breaking or fplitting, in the execution of

his diabalical intentions, he hardened them

every evening in a candle.

It is an univerfal opinion, that death is

preferable to lofs of fight, and as every

occafion of quarrelling with the officers is

greedily
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greedily fought after, we feldom go out

without our fide arms. What pity it is,

that a country where the fuperior clafs are

of fuch an hofpitable and friendly difpofi-

tion, fhould be rendered almoft unfafe to

live in by the barbarity of the people.

That I was but out of it, and once more

in Old England, is the conftant prayer of

Yours, &c.

LET-
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LETTER LXIV.

Richmond, in Virginia,

Fcl'. \%!b, 1779.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

I
HAVE been detained at this place

beyond my original intention by the

hofpitaUty of the neighbouring gentle-

men, who would not let me leave them

without vifiting the whole circle ; among

the number was Colonel Carey, who refides

at Warwick, where he has a moil: fuperb

houfe, near which are fome curious mills

and iron-works, whofe building coft fome

thoufands of pounds j they have not only

been of great emolument to himfclf, but

very
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very beneficial to the public. His houfe

is fituated on the border of James River,

and on the oppofite ^ fhore is another of

a Major Randolph ; it may not be un-

necell'ary to obferve, that the P.andolphs

are defcended from one of the firft fettlers

in this province of that name, and are fo

numerous, that they are obliged, like the

clans of Scotland, to be diftinguiihed by

their places of reiidence*

Peterfburgh being but a few miles from

Colonel Carey's, and feveral of us, one

evening, exprefling a defire to fee that

town, but lamenting it was out of our

parole. He, the next morning after break-

fail, faid, " Come, gentlemen, we'll mount

" out horfes, and take a ride before din-

" ner, to Peterfburgh," v/e exprefled how

happy it would make us to accompany

him, but were retrained by our parole,

when he replied, " not fo, gentlemen," and

produced a letter from the American Com-

manding
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manding Officer, granting us pcrmillion
;

tliis little circumiiance I mention, to Ihew

that his hofpitahty is accompanied with

true poUtcncfs and attention.

Tlie town of Peterfl)urgh is fituated on

the borders of the Apamatock River, and

on the oppofite fhore are a few houfes,

which is a kind of fuburb, independant

of Peterfbnrg, called Pocahunta——the

principal trade of Peterfburg arifes from

the exporting of tobacco, depofited in

warehoufes and magazines, but before it

is lodged in thefe warehoufes, it is ex-

amined, to confirm it in a proper ftate for

exportation by infpeclors, who prove the

quality of the tobacco j and if found good,

they give the planter a receipt for fuch a

quantity, and thefe receipts pafs current as

cafh : Thus any one depofiting tobacco in

thefe warehoufes, and obtaining a receipt,

may go to William fburg, or any other

city in the province, and purchafe any

Vol. II. A a kind
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kind of commodities, paying with receipts,

which circulate through a multitude of

hands before they come to the merchant

who purchafes the tobacco for exporta-

tion ; thus this valuable commodity is

equally Bank ftock, and current coin ; and

the inhabitants, in defcribing the prices of

their dilxerent purchafes, inftead of faying

" I gave fo many pounds for fuch an ar-

" tide j" " I gave fo many hogfheads of

" tobacco."

The Apamatocks River is nearly as wide

as the Thames, and runs into the James

River, about twelve miles from the falls^

which are a little above Peterfburgh, and

juft below the falls, there is a large wooden

bridge, at the town of Pocahunta, up to

which floops, fchooners, and fmall vefiels

continually fail.

The town of Pocahunta is nam-ed after

the daughter of a famous Indian Chief, or

Emperor
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Emperor Powhatan (which is the Indian

name of the James River) who gave all

the land round thi> place to his daughter

as a marriage portion.

At Peterlburgh refides a Mrs. Bowling,

who has confiderable warehoufes, befides

a very extenfive plantation and eftates,

whofe fon has married a very agreeable

young lady, lineally defcended from Po-

cahunta. After Colonel Carey had given

us the brief hiftoiy of Pocahunta, relating

to her friendihip for the Englifli, in their

firfl fettlement in this province, and her

marrying an Englifliman, with whom flie

went to Europe, he related the following

anecdote of a great man of her own na-

tion, that llie had in her fuite, when fhe

left Virginia

:

" This man had orders from Powhatan

" to count the people of England, and give

'* him an account of their numbers. As

Aa 2 *' the
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" the Indians have no letters or figures

" among them, he, at his going alhore,

" provided a flick, in v/hich he was to-

•' make a notch fur every peribn he law j

*' but he, as you may fuppofe, foon grew

*' weary, and threw away his llick : Upon
" his return, the King afked him how
" many people there were ?" " He defired

" him to count the Jlars in the Jky\ the leaves

" upon the trees ^ and the jand on the fea

"yZ'cr^, for Jo many people he Jaid isoere in

*' England^ At this conclufion, Colonel

Carey archly remarked, " Don't you think

" youcou'd make that reply to your King,

*''if he afked yaa how many people you

" faw in America r'

The tobacco warehoufes at Peterfburg,

as well as at Richmond, are crowded with

that commodity, as they cannot find pur-

chafers, and the planters will not export

it themfelves, on account of our numerous

privateers j Ibme few merchants have ven-

tured
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turcd fiiiall lloops to the Bermuda illands,

and have beci\ ruccersful ; it is only thefc

who have any commodities in their florcs,

the reft being ihut up ; and I cannot help

ni.;' jncj the fame refle6lion, at feeing fuch

towns as Peterlburgh and Richmond in

the lame ftatc as that of Lancafter, all

trade being at a Aand in thefe places,

where no doubt, before the war, it muft

have been very confiderable, thefe two

towns having formerly fupplied the back

fettlers with all manner of ftores for their

plantations. Except in the principal cities,

flich as Bofton, New-York, and Philadel-

phia, the towns have not various bran-

ches of manufactures, fuch as linen-

drapers, mercers, grocers,, hofieis, ha-

berdafhers, ftationers, &c. but are all

comprized under the name of merchant

and ftore-keeper ; and what are called

fhops in England, are here denominated

ftores, which furnilli every article in life,

not only neceifary but ornamental, and

Aa 3 even
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even jewellery j exclufive of the great ftores

in the capital tov^ais, there are fmaller

ones fcattered all over the country.

I rpent a few days at Colonel Ran-

- dolph's, at Tuckahoe, at whofe houfe the

\ifual hofpitality of the country prevailed
,;

it is built on a rifmg ground, having a

mofb beautiful and commanding profpe6t

of James River j on one fide is Tuckahoe,

which being the Indian name of that

creek, he named his plantation Tuckahoe

after it j his houfe feems to be built fole-

ly to anfwer the purpofes of hofpitality,

which being conHrucled in a different

manner than in moil other countries ; I

fhall defcribe it to you : It is in the form

of an H, and has the appearance of two

houfes, joined by a large faloon j each

wing has two ilories, and four large rooms

on a floor j in one the family refide, and

the other is referved folely for vifitors : the

faloon that unites them, is of a confider-

able
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able niagiiiturlc, and on each fide arc

doors ; the ceiling is lofty, and to thcie

thi;y piincipally retire in the Summer, be-

ing but little incommoded by the fun,

and by the doors of each of the houfcs,

and thofc of the faloon being open, there

is a conllant circulation of air ; they arc

furniHicd with four fophas, two on each

fide, befidcs chairs, and in the center there

is generally a chandelier ; thefe faloons

anfwer the t\\'o purpofes of a cool retreat

from the fcorching ar,d fultry heat of the

climate, and of an occafional ball-room.

Tlie outhoufes arc detached at fome dif-

tance, that the houfe may be open to the

air on all fides.

Colonel Randolph pofieiTes that fond-

nefs for horfes, which I obferved was pecu-

liar to the Virginians of all ftations, fpar-

ing no trouble, pains, or cxpence, in im-

porting the beft ilock, and improving the

breed; and it was with no hiLle pleal'ure

Aa 4 he
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he fliewed us a fine one, named Shake^

fpeare, which he imported juft as the war

commenced. There was a ftable built pur-

pofely for this horfe, in which was a recefs

for a bed for the negroe who looked after

it, that he might be with it at night.

This horfe is of a handfome dappled

grey, about fixteen hands and a half high,

with a moft beautiful head and neck j as

to any other points about him, it is im^

poffible to tell, for the creature was fo

amazingly pampered and fat, and being

of the race breed, his legs were fo fmall

and Aim, that they appeared unable to

fupport the weight of his body, exactly

like the horfes one fees painted in old pic-

tures ; the beft idea you can pofiibly form

of his fize, is by telling you, that from

his withers to his tail, there was fuch a

groove of fat, that you might pour water

upon his withers, and it would run in a

ftraight line down his tail ; the horfe is

obliged to be kept in high condition, to

enable



T n K O U G II AMERICA. 36 I

enable him to receive the numerous vifuors

attending on him in the Spring.

In the courfc of a few days I fliall re-

turn to Charlottefville, at which I am by

no means difpleafcd, for notwithfbnding

the hofpitality and great attention ihcwn

me, I do not feel myfclf ccmmc il fcut,

feehng that uneafy fenfation, which the

EngHlh in general poflefs, and wliich may-

be ridiculous perhaps, but it is conftitu-

tional, arifmg from a confcioufnefs of its

being out of my power to make a return

for the civilities fliewn me. I cannot but

injurticefay, that in all the gentlemens

houfes I have vifited, they never flarted,

for would fuffer any converfation on poli-

tics ; fometimes, when alone with the

ladies, they would indulge and rally us a

little, at our being prifoners, but all

with great good humour j the only un-

pleafant circiimflance of the kind that I

recoiled was at Tuckahoc, where an offi-

cer
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cer fufFered his vexation to overcome that

gratitude he was bound to fhew for the,

hofpitality he met with.

Colonel Randolph every year made a

prefent of two hogflieads of tobacco to his

daughter as a venture, to purchafe drelTes

and ornaments, and the fhips had always

been fo unfortunate as to be captured. As

feveral officers vvere fitting with the ladies,

the converfation ran upon politics, when

Mifs Randolph innocently alked, " How
" we came to be taken prifoners ?" the

officer with fome warmth replied, " Jaft

" as your tobacco was, by a fuperior

" force." I need not tell you the diftrefs

and confufion of the young lady, as well

as of the officer himfelf, who immediately

became confcious of what he had faid, and

for his ill-timed violence, he forfeited all

claim to the hofpitality of Tuckahoe.

Yours, &c.

LET-
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LETTER LXV.

Joneses Plantation, near Charlottefvilht

in Virginia, April \o, 1779.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

TA U R I N G my joiu'ney to Richmond,

General Phillips and General Reidefel

arrived at CharlottclVille, and the day after

their arrival, went to the barracks j they

were greatly inccnfed at the treatment the

army met with, at prefent the foIdiers are

more comfortably lodged, but had General

Phillips feen them in the ftate they were in

on the firll arrival of the troops, I think

his warmth of temper and regard for them,

would have laid him under the fame re-

ftridlion
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ftiiction as at Bollon. The men have

been exceedingly ill fupplied with provifi-

ons in general, having meat only twice or

thrice a week, and for fome weeks none,

what they get is fcarcely wholefome, this

is at prefent what the poor fellows term

a faft, they not having any meat ferved

them fmce the twenty-fifth of laft month.

General Phillips has greatly exerted him-

felf fince his arrival, and there are hopes

that in future, the troops will be more

regularly fupplied.

Congrefs certainly are to be acquitted

of all this bad manag^nent, as they have

been mifguided and duped by one of their

own members, a Colonel Harvey, who

is a delegate for this Province,

When they paifed the refolve to detain

us prifoners, contrary to the articles of

convention, the ftate of Maffachufets

deemed it opprelTive, that it fliould be*
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obliged to fupport our army, as they had

cheerfully fupplied their own troops with

more in quota than the other Provinces,

and that as they had already fupplied our

army for near a twelvemonth, it would be

but equitable for the fouthern Provinces

to partake of the burthen ; they accord-

ingly inftru61ed their delegates to apply

to Congrefs for that purpofe. When the

motion was made, the petition of the

State of Maflachufets appeared founded

upon equity, and it was then confidered

to what Province we fliould be removed

to, the Jerfeys and New-York Provinces

were improper, as being the feat of war,

as to Penfylvania, that Province had been

fo ravaged by the two armies, that they

deemed it incapable of furniihing provi-

fion to fupply their own with the quota,

allotted them. As to Maryland, it

was fo fmall a Province, it did not ad-

mit of any confideration, and Virginia

was deemed the Province bed calculated,

from
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from its extenfivenefs, as well as its ferti-

lity ; and that by flationing the army in

the back fettlements, it removed all fears

of any attempts of a refcue, by a part of

the army from New York.

When Virginia was fixed upon, this

Colonel Harvey propofed to Congrefs, to

remove the convention army to a tra6l of

land that belonged to him about fix miles

from Charlottefville, about four from

the blue mountains, and near two hun-

dred miles from the fea coaft, that if Con-

grefs approved of that fituation, he would

engage to build barracks and lay in pro-

vifions by the enfuing Spring. This pro-

pofal meeting with approbation, was

paffed into a refolve about the latter end

of lafl June.

Colonel Harvey immediately reforted to

Virginia, and fet all his negroes and a

number of the inhabitants to built thefe

barracks.
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barracks, and to colle6l provifions ; af-

ter having planned every thing, he left

the completion of it to the management

of his brother, and returned to Congrefs.

His brother not poffefling fo much aftivity

and not being, perhaps, fo much intereft-

ed in the bufmefs, did not pay proper

attention to it, which was the caufe why

tlie barracks were not finiilied, and affairs

being in fuch a ffate of confufion on our

arrival. When Colonel Harvey left Vir-

ginia, he fully imagined that every necef-

fary comfort and fupply of provifions

would be ready for the reception of the

troops, at Chriftmas ; being fully fenfible

that the log-huts would be erected long

before that time, and as to provifions, he

had left fuch directions as, if obeyed, could

not fail J it is juff to obferve, that Con-

grefs confulted Colonel Harvey previous

to their paffrng their refolves, and fend-

ing their orders of our removal out of the

Maffachufets State.

The
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The houfe and plantation where Gene-

ral Phillips refides is called Blenhem ; the

houfe was ere6led iliortly after that me-

morable battle in Germany, by a Mr.

Carter, who was Secretary to the colony,

and was his favorite feat of refidence : It

ftands on a lofty eminence, commanding

a very extenfive profpe6l, and is built

after the manner of that I have defcrib-*

ed to you in my laft. The prefent pro-

prietor, Colonel Carter, poifefies a iv^od

affluent fortune, and has a variety of feats^

in fituations far furpaffing this of Blen-

heim, which he fufters to go to ruin ; and

when General Phillips took it, this charm-

ing manfion was crouded with negroes,

fent from various other plantations, to

clear a fpot of ground a few miles off:

The tra6t of land Colonel Carter poffeiTes

in this province is immenfe, and his flock

of negroes the moft numerous, he being

poffefled of one thoufand five hundred on

his different plantations.

The
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The firil night after our leaving Rich-

mond, I flept at an elegant villa, called

Belvidera, which formerly belonged to a

Colonel Bird, who diftinguiflied hijiifelf

greatly in the laft war, in that fad difarter,

of General Braddock's. He pofleiied a

moft affluent fortune, and was proprietor

of all the lands round the falls for many

miles, as vv^ell as the greateil: part of

the lands round the town of Richmond.

His great abilities and perfonal accom-

pliQiments, were univerfally efteemed,

but being infatuated with play, his af-

fairs, at his death, were in a deranged

Hate. The widow whom he left with

eight children, has, by prudent manage-

ment, prcferved out of the wreck of his

princely fortune, a beautiful houfe, at a

place called Weftover, upon James River,

fomc perfonal property, a few plantations,

and a number of flaves. The grounds

around the houfe at Wcftover, are laid

cut in a mioil beautiful manner and with

Vol. it. B b great
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great tafle, and from the river appear

deliffhtful.

From my obfervations and remarks in

my late journey, it appeared to me, that

before the war, the fpirit of equahty or

leveUing principal was not fo prevalent in

Virginia, as in the other provinces} and

that the different clafles of people in the

former fupported a greater diftindion

than thofe of the latter ^ but fmce the

war, that principle feems to have gained

great ground in Virginia j an inftance of

it I faw at Colonel Randolph's, at Tucka-

hoe, where three country peafants, who

came upon bufmefs, entered the room

where the Colonel and his company were

fitting, took themfelves chairs, drew near

the fire, began- fpitting, pulling off their

country boots all over mud, and then

opened their bufmefs, which was fmiply

about fome continental flour to be

groimd at the Colonel's mill : When
they
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tlicy were gone, fome one obferved what

great liberties they took; he replied, it

was unavoidable, the fpirit of indepen-

dency was converted into equality, and

every one who bore armSj efteemed hinv-

felf upon a footing with his neighbour,

and concluded with faying, " No doubt,

" each of thefe men conceives himfelf, in

" every refpe6l, my equaL"

There were, arid ftill are, three degrees of

fanks among the inhabitants, exclufive of

negroes 5 but I am afraid the advantage of

diftin6lion will never exift again in this

country, in the fame manner it did before

the commencement of hoflilities*

The firft clafs confifts of gentlemen of

the beft families and fortunes, which are

more refpe6lable and numerous here,

than in any other province j for the

moft part they have had liberal educations,

poflefs a thorough knowledge of the world,

B b 2 with
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with great eafe and freedom in their man-

ners and converfation, many of them

keep their carriages, have handfome fer-

vices of plate, and without exception,

keep their ftuds, as well as fets of hand-

fome carriage horfes.

The fecond clafs confills of fuch a

ftrange mixture of characlers, and of fuch

various defcriptions of occupations, being

nearly half the inhabitants, that it is diffi-

cult to afcertain their exa6l criterion and

leading feature. They are however, hof-

pitable, generous, and friendly j but for

want of a proper knowledge of the v/orld,

and a good education, as well as from

their continual intercourfe with their

fiaves, over whom they are accufborncd

to tyrannize, v/ith all their good qualities,

they are rude, ferocious, and haughty,

much attached to gaming and diffipation,

particularly horfe-racing and cock-fight-
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ing ; ill ihoit, they form a mod unac-

countable combination of qualities and

principles direclly oppofite and contra-

di^lory, many of them having them

ftrangely blended with the beft and

worll of principles, the moft valuable and

moft worthlefs, many pofleffing elegant

accomplifliments and favage brutality, and

2iotvvith(landing all this inconiifcency of

charafter, numbers are valuable members

of the community, and very few deficient

in intelle6lual faculties.

The third clafs, which, in general, com-

pofes the greateft part of mankind, are

fewer in Virginia, in proportion to the

inhabitants, than perhaps in any other

country in the world
; yet even thofe who

are rude, illiberal, and noify, with a tur-

bulent difpofition, are generous, kind,

and hofpitable. We are induced to ima-

gine there is fomething peculiar in the

B b 3 climate
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climate of Virginia, that fhould render all

clalFes of fo hofpitable a difpofition.

The lower people pofTefs that imperti-^

nent curiofity, fo very difagreeable and

troublefome to flrangers^ but in no de^

degree equal to the inhabitants of Nev^^-

England, they are averfe to labor, much

addidled to liquor, and when intoxicated,

extremely favage and revengeful ; nay, at

fuch times, revenge infults of long date,

even after they have been amicably adjuft-

ed ', for the infult arifmg in their minds,

and the new friendfnip totally forgotten,

they feek their object with keen attention,

and fatiate their pafTion with favage bar-

barity.

Their amufements are the fame with

thofe of the middling fort, with the addi-

tion of boxing matches, in which they dif-

play fuch bai'barity, as fully marks their

innate
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innate fei'ocious difpofitioia. An Englifli

boxing match, though a difgrace to a

polifhed nation, is humanity itfelf, com-

pared with the Virginian mode of fight-

ing; for, previous to the combatants

failing too, they enter into an agreement,

whether all advantages are allowable,

which ai*e biting, gouging, and (if I may

fo term it) Abelarding each other. If thefc

three preliminaries are agreed upon, they

inflantly fall to, and, after fome little

fbruggling, feize upon their adverfaries

with their teeth. What is very remark-

able, and fliews what coolnefs there mufc

be in thefe difputes, and that they are not

wholly the effeCl of anger is, that whatever

terms are fpecilied, if only one or two out

ot the three conditions, let the confli6l be

ever fo fevere, they never infringe on any

other.

Vegetables not being over abundant in

thefe back woods at any time, and there

B b 4 • being
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a great deficiency of them in the Spring of

year, the we adopt the cuftom of the inha-

bitants who gather the leaves of the poke-

plant, juft as they fhoot above ground and

are tender and foft ; it is no bad fubilitute

for fpinnage, and greatly refembles it in

flavor, yet great care muft be taken in ga-

thering of it, that it is neither too old,

nor the flalk grown, for in that cafe, if

in breaking off the upper fprouts, you

leave any part that is woody, the confe-

q-uence of eating it is inevitable death, as

it purges the body to excefs. Notwith-

fcanding this plant has this pernicious

quality, the children eat the berries of it

in the Autumn, without any ill confe-

quence attending it. The juice of the

berries produces a mofl beautiful crimfon

color, the finell in the woild, but no me-

thod has yet been found to fix it, as clotlis

and woollens dyed with it fade very foon.

Many perfons of great ingenuity and chy-

mical
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mical knowledge have endeavored, at fix-

ing of this color, vidiich is fought after

with as much eagernefs as the philofo-

pher's (lone, and no doubt v^ould be

equally as beneficial, if attained.

Yours, &c.

L E T-
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LETTER LXVI.

Jo}iei*s Plantattont near Charlottef'vilk»

in Firginia, May 12, 1779.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

A FEW days ago the flag of truce,

^ ^ with cloathing for the army arrived

at Richmond, and among the great num-

ber of letters deUvered out, I had a great

mortification, as well as difappointment,

not to receive a fingle one, furely my
friends mufl imagine, at fuch a dif-

tance in thefe endlefs woods, that it is

next to an impofllbility a letter can reach

me> it certainly would afford me great

pleafure to hear that they were alive and

well.
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As to the reft, I would difpenfe with. I

write continually from time to time ; ne-

verthelefs, from the uncertainty of con-

veyance, the fame accufation may hold

good againft me.

Your old friend Clark, of Bofton, who

is our Commillary of Provifions, lately

arrived from New-York, I fpent a few

days with him at his quarters ; exclufive

of the great fund of information and

amufement, which I derived from a number

of Englifh news-papers and magazines he

brought with him, I was informed of the

tranfa6lions that happen upon this conti-

nent, among the reft, with a full account

of the retreat of our army from Philadel-

phia to New-York,

You may recollecl, in a former letter, I

mentioned, that a good retreat was looked

on as the chef d'ceuvre of a commander, and

in this retreat, I think Sir Henry Clinton

has
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has clearly evinced it, and demonftrated,

that he is equally as judicious and able as

he is brave, in furmounting the innumer-

able difficulties and dangers he had to en-

counter : His way lay entirely through an

enemy's country, univerfaily hoftile, and

where he could expe6t no affiftance ; there^

fore, previous to his fetting out on this

dangerous retreat, he took the precaution

of providing for all exigencies, and a large

' quantity of provifions was a necelTary,

though not a fmall incumbrance, as well

as the baggage of the army which ac-

companied it, forming a line of march

of near twelve miles in extent -, efpecially

when it is confidered this army had to pafs

through a country i^iterfe6led v/ith hills,

woods, rivers, defiles, and difficult pafles j

from thefe caufes, the march of the army

being flow, afforded the Americans time

to afiemble, which they readily did to har-

rafs it, and in a fhort time Wafnington

had
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had collefted a fufficient force to render its

movements extremely dajigerous.

When Sir Henry Chnton obferved the

Americans were meditating an attack, he

naturally concluded, it was with a view to

cut off the baggage and rear of the armyj

which, from its extent, he was fearful

might be ealily accompliuied. He told

Clark to in form General Phillips, among

other defcriptions of the battle, that the

day before he fat upon a ftone for

near an hour viewing the baggage as it

paQed along, and debating in his own

mind, whether he fliould not eive inftant

orders to deftroy it. At length, as he con-

cluded it would be a matter of great exul-

tation with the Americans, and a difgrace

to the Britifli army, he determined to pre-

ferve it at all events j therefore, on the

day of the a6lion at Monmouth, he fent

forward the baggage, early in the morn-

ing*
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ing, under the care of General Knypf-

haufen, in order that it might proceed

without moleflation.

The various movements, and por-

tions of both armies in that engagement,

and the ifTue of it, as you muft have feert

it in Sir Henry Clinton's official account,

I fhall pafs it over, only giving you this

opinion of that battle, which he fent by

Clark to General Phillips—after having

given a particular defcription of it. Sir

Henry Clinton drew fome rough iketches

of the various grounds and pofitions taken

during the aftion. At length, recolle61:-

ing himfelf, he faid, " Clark, you muil

*' not take thefe, for if the Americans

" find tjiemonyou, they'll certainly hang

" you ; therefore, only tell General Phil-

" lips, * that on that day I fought upon

'* velvet^ he will fully underftand me."

A verv
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A very fingular circumftance took place

in that battle, which fuily marks the cool-

nefs and deliberation, though in the heat

of aftion, of Sir Henry Clinton: As he

was reconnoitring, with two of his Aidde

Camps, at the fhort turning of two roads,

they met with an American officer, ex-

ceedingly well mounted upon a black

horfe, who, upon difcerning them, made

a flop, and looked as if he wifhed to ad-

vance to fpeak to them, when one of Sir

Henry Clinton's Aid de Camps fired a pif-

tol at him, and he inftantly rode off. Sir

Henry was much difpleafed at his Aid

de Camp, and cenfured him for being

fo hafly, adding, he v/as confident that

the man wiflied to fpeak to him, and

perhaps, might have given intelligence

that would have been very efTential, re-

marking, that when he was in Germany

lafl war, and reconnoitring with Prince

Ferdinand, a man rode up in a fimilar

manner.
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manner, and gave fuch inttelligence as

decided the fate of the day.

The weather becomes very unpleafant,

being for the moft part of the day intenfely

hot J notwithftandingj the poor negroes

are expofed to the heat all day long, hoe-

ing tobacco, even at noon, when the rays

of the fun are fcorching^ yet, with ail

tiiis heat, they fcarcely perfpire ; there

certainly mull be fome natural endow-

ments, through which thefe poor creatures

are able to withftand this exeeiTive heat 5

it cannot be their color, for we well know

that black attra61:s the rays of the fun

more than any other, and therefore ima-

gine it muft proceed from the oily fub-

ftance continually oozing out of the pores -,

for I remarked, even in the coldeil; wea-

ther, their ikins always appear glofly,

and certain it is, they are confider-

ably fmoother than ours, which m.uft pro-

ceed from the caufes I have ailigned. I

obfcrved
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obferved, from the negro to the mulatto^

and they have their various tinges ; they

all perfpired in proportion, the further

they remove from the black, and white

people confiderably more than any.

Having mentioned that there are mulat-

toes of various tinges, it may not be amifs

to inform you from whence it arifes, and

no doubt, but you will be furprized, when

I tell you it is by the planters having in-

tercourfe with their negroes, the iffue of

which being a mulatto, and having a con-

nection with that fliade becomes lighter

;

as an infiance, I remarked at Colonel

Cole's, of whom I have made mention

;

there were mulattoes of all tinges,

from the firft remove, to one almofl

white ; there were fome of them young

women, who were really beautiful, being

extremely well made, and with pretty de-

licate features J all of which I was in-

formed, were the Colonel's own. I

Vol. II. C c could
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could not help reflecling, that if a man
had an intercourfe with his ilaves, it

was fhameful in the extreme, to make his

own oftspring fo ; for thefe mulattoes

work equally the fame as thofe who come

from Africa : To be fure, you may fay,

it is a pieafant method to procure flaves

at a cheap rate. I imagine there could

not be lefs than twenty or thirty mu-

lattoes of this defcription, at Colonel

Coles's, notwithftanding he has a very

agreeable and beautiful wife, by whom
he has had eight cliiidrerK

You know as to the principal employ-

ment of the poor negroes, I ihall now

give you a defcription of the method ta

cultivate and cure the grand ftapie com-

modity of this province, tobacco.

This plant is a native o^ America, and

of very ancient ufe, though it was neither

fo generally cultivated, nor fo well mana-

faclured.
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fa<5lured, as it has fince the province has

been fettled with Europeans j for the In-

dians made ufe of it, by gathering the

leaves as it grew fpontaneoufly : The

plant, at its proper height, is nearly as tall

as a middle fized man, the ftalk is flrait,

hairy, and exceeding clammy ; the leaves

grow alternately of a faded yellowifh

green, and towards the lower part of the

plant of great magnitude.

The feeds of tobacco are firft fown in

beds, from whence they are tranfplantcd

the firft rainy weather into a ground dif-

pofed into little hillocks, fomething fimilar

to our hop gardens , in about a month's

time from their tranfplanting, they grow

about a foot high, they then top them

and prune off the fuckers and lower leaves,

and then, with the greateft attention, are

cleaned twice a week from weeds and

worms, by which you will perceive what

immenfe labor there muft be on a large

Cc 2 plantation,
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plantation, where they grow nothing but

tobacco. In about fix weeks after being

topped and pruned, the plant attains its

full growth, and then begins to turn

browniili, and thefe marks are the cri-

terion by which they judge the tobacco

to^ be- ripe.

' The plants are thus cut down as fafl as

they ripen and are heaped up ; and as

much as is gathered in a day lies in this

ftate a night to fweat ; the next day it is

carried to the tobacco-houfe, which is fo

conilru6led, as to admit of as much air

as is requifite, and at the fame time keep-

ing out the rain ; the plants are then

hung feparately to dry for four or five

weeks, and the firfl moifl weather after,

they are taken down, for unlefs the plants

were damped, they would crumble to duft,

they are then laid upon ilicks, and cover-

ed up clofe to fwcat for a week or two

longer
J then the negroes itrip and fort

them,
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them, the top being the beft, and the

bottom the worft tobacco ; they then put

the leaves into hogflieads, or form them

into rolls ; wet feafons muft be carefully

laid hold on for this lall: procefs, other-

wife the tobacco will not be fufficiently

pliable. The cultivation of this plant

may appear extremely fimple, but it is im-

pollible to defcribe to you the immenfe

labor, care and fatigue there is attending

it, from the firft fetting the feeds to the

packing it in hogfheads, and the great an-

xiety the perfon who fuperintends it has

for through the whole procefs it requires

the utmoft Ikill and judgment.

Travelling in this country is extremely

dangerous, efpecially if it is the leaft

windy, from the liumber of rotten pines

continually blowing down ; after a ftorm,

it is no uncommon thing to turn into

the woods fix or {zYtn times in the fpace

of a mile, to pafs the trees that have

C c 3 been
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been blown into and choak up the road;

even in calm weather it is not altogether

fafe, for there are old rotten pines, divefl-

ed of all their branches, which totter with

the lead breeze. An accident happened

a few days fnice, by the falling of one of

thefe trees, in which Madame de Reidefel,

with two of her children, had a verj nar-

row efcape : as fhe was going to the bar-

racks in her poft-chaife, when the car-

riage had paiTed a wooden bridge (which

are of themfelves very terrific, being only

fo many rough logs laid acrofs beams,

without any fafe-guard on each fide) an

old rotten pine fell dire6i:ly between the

horfes and the chaife, but providentially

did no other damage, than crufhing the

two fore-wheels to pieces and laming one

of itiQ horles.

Not being overftocked with frefh provi-

fio'iS, I accompanied fevcral other officers

to the woods, to procure a few rabbits

;

if
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if the dogs once get fccnt of them they arc

foon taken, for they do not burrow as ours

do in England, but run up hollow trees,

which they will climb to a confiderable

height, but from which place of refuge

they are taken by putting up a hickory

fapling, fplit at the end and twifted m
their fkins. As we were employed in

catching thefe rabbits, the dogs kept an

incefTant barking at the branch of a tree,

and when we came up to them, we found

an opoffum, fufpended at the extremi-

ty of the branch by its tail, which this

creature always does when purfued ; we

fent a fervant up the tree, who fhook him

off, and he fell among the dogs, from

whom he did not make the leaft attempt

to efcape, but appeared as if dead. It was

taken and carried home, all which time it

fhewed no other figns of life than gently

breathing; it was put in a court-yard,

where it could not efcape, and we watched

it for near half an hour, during which it

C c 4. never
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never moved, but lay as dead ; at laft, it

gently raifed its head, looking all around,

and not perceiving any danger, imme-

diately ran off. We opened the door and

let out the dogs, who purfuing it, the

creature lay down as before, without (hew-

ing any figns of life, nor would they

meddle with it, but were returning back

;

v/e went out and fet the dogs at it, and

Kotwithftanding two fpirited fpaniels woi-

ried and fliook, nay, even fnapped its very

bones, which we could diftinftly hear,

the creature never fliewed any fymptoms

of life. After the dogs had worried it, and

broke almoil every bone in its body, which,

perhaps you ivill fay, did not reflect much

credit to our humanity, a heavy Hone

was dropt on its head, to end its tortures

;

and even then, at parting with life,

it fcarcely ftruggled) but this mode of

feigning death, is what preferves this

creature from the mountain cat, and other

carniverous animals,

A few
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A few days ago, I went with feveral

officers to fee a a dlverlion peculiar to this

country, termed quarter-racing, which is

a match between two horfes, to run a

quarter of a mile in a ftraight dire6lion,

and near moft of the ordinaries, there is

a piece of ground cleared in the woods

-for that purpofe, where there are two

paths about fix or eight yards afunder,

'which the horfes run in, this diver-

fion is a great favorite of the middling

and lower clafTes, and they have a br'^ed

of horfes to perform it with aflonifhing

velocity, beating every other for that dif-

lance with the greaieO: eafe. I think I

can, without the leaft exaggeration, aflert,

that even the famous Eclipfe could not ex-

cel them in fpeed, for our horfes are fome

time before they are able to get into full

fpeed, and thefe are trained to fet out in

that manner the moment of ftarting. It

is the moft ridiculous amufement imagine-

able, for if you happen to be looking ano-

ther
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ther way, the race is terminated before

you can turn your iiead i notwithllanding

which, very confiderable fums are betted

Jat thefe matches. We flayed and faw fe-

Teral, and then returned, as we were giv-

en to underfland, that after the races

were finiflied, the day was conchided

with feveral of thofe horrid boxing-

matches I defcribed to you in my lafl,

and that two or three daring fellows had

faid they would feek a quarrel with the

Britifh officers ; therefore we left thefe

buck-fkins to fight by themfelves, a-pro-

pos, it rnay not be amifs to explain this

epithet which was given to the Virgini-

ans, by the New Englanders, (in retali-

ation for their calling them Yankees) in

allufion to their anceftors, being hunters,

and felling buck, or rather deer-fkins,

for lhei€ are no roe-bucks in Virginia.

Thefe races are (5rily among the fettlcrs

an the interior parts of this Province, for

. they
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they are much laughed at and ridiculed

by the people in the lower parts,

about Richmond and other great towns

;

at Williamiburg, is a very excellent courfe

for two, three, or four mile heats,

where there are races eveiy Spring and

Fall; they run for purfes are generally

raifed by fubfciiption, and the horfe

that wins two four-mile heats, put of

three, is entitled to the prize, which is

one hundred pounds the firft day's run-

ning, and fifty pounds every other day,

and thefe races commonly lafl a week;

at which very capital horfes are ftarted,

that would make no contemptable figure

at Newmarket.

There are two forts of infe61:s extreme-

ly troublefome, which are the wood-

tick, and the feed-tick; the former arc

about the fize, and greatly refemble a

bug, reforting moftly upon trees and

ruilies, from which, if they fall upon you,

they
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they fix their probofcis into the pores of

the fkin, and fuck the blood till thfey are

of an enormous fize, and then drop off;

they are exceedingly troublefome to the

cattle ; the latter derive their name from

not being much larger than fmall feed

;

thefe are chiefly upon the long grafs, and

if they get on you, being fo fmall, they

enter the pores of the Ikin, which occafioh

a violent irritation, and if rubbed, is at-

tended with very dangerous confequences,

as it inevitably brings on an inflamma-

tion, and fometimes a mortification ; the

only mode of preventing any of thefe con-

fequences, is to fumigate the parts afFe6led

with tobacco, which penetrating the pores,

deftroys the infects.

There is a fhrub peculiar to this pro-

vince, that bears a fmall flower, which the

inhabitants term the bubby flower, it re

fembles that which grows on clover grafs,

and has peculiar qualities, for it retains its

grateful



THROUGH AMERICA, 397

grateful and odoriferous perfume for a

length of time after being gathered, and

as itiwithers, cncreafes; the name given

to the flower arifes from a cuftom that the

women have of putting this flower down.^^

their bofoms, letting it remain there tilL

it has lofl all its grateful perfume.

Having fome bufinefs with Colonel

Bland, of whom I made mention in a for-

mer letter, I went to his houfe jufl: as he

had mounted horfe, but he, with the

politenefs which, but in juflice to him, I

mufl: fay, he fhews to the Britifh officers,'

difmounted, and invited me in, and after

communicating my bufmefs, upon my
taking leave of him, notwithfl:anding his

pohtenefs and attention, I could not help

fmiling at the pompofity, and the great

importance he afllimes, to make him-

felf appear to us confequential j for ta'

convince us that he was converfant with-

the French language, having mounted his;

horfc
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horfe without his fword, he called to a

negro, he had purchafed from one of

the French Weft-Indian iflands, to bring

it him, which the fellow did without the

fcabbard -, when the Colonel, in great an-

ger, faid to him, Donney moi^ donney moi^

and after great hefitation, donney mot mon

fcabbard.

We have been of late greatly perplex-

ed with the paper money, not only

by that iflued from Congrefs, but that

iflued by thefe States, they both having

been counterfeited ; . the former, though

jaot altogether, is in part refufed in con-

fequence of it, and the latter is entirely

ftopt, and new imprefTions are iflued,

'

which the Governor and Aflembly con-

ceive will not eafily be counterfeited, as it

is made upon paper difficult to be ob-

tained in thefe parts, nor have, they ar-

rived to fuch perfe6lien of making paper

as to manufadure it j indeed, throughout

America
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America they are greatly deficient in this

art, as moft of their news-papers are

printed upon blue, or elfe coarfe white

paper, fimilar to that ufed by fliopkeepers^

but the paper of this new emiflion, is the

filver paper ufed by hatters, great quan-

tities of which were found in a veffel that

\Vas captured, and was feized on by the

Governor for this purpofe: exclufive of

the great lofies that we conflantly expe-

rience with paper money in general, we

have fufFered much by this new emiflion,

as likewife by the great depreciation of

the Congrefs money, as the exchange at

prefent is after the rate of five hundred

paper dollars for one guinea.

The depreciation of Congrefs money

arifes from the vaft quantity of the coun-

terfeit, which any perfon who hazards the

rilk, may have gratis, at New-York, to

circulate throughout the province, and to

point out to you what confufion there

muft
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mufl be at the cbncluiion of this unhappy

conteft, on whichever fide it may termi-

nate, when I inform you, that there are

many perfons now in adlual pofleilion of

plantations, which they purchafed with

the counterfeit money they brought from

New-York. As I have repeatedly men-

tioned in fevcral of my letters, various cir-

cumftances concerning paper money, and

thinking they may not be unacceptable, I

have enclofed a few dollars in this letter.

Yours, 5cc,

LET-
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LETTER LXVIL

Richmond, in Virginia,

July 14, 1779.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

YO U will naturally conclude, at re-

ceiving another letter from this

place, that the kind reception I met with

when lafl: here, induced me to pay a fe-

cond vilit 3 but however pleafant fuch a

journey would be, my prefent one is not

only very difagreeablc to myfelf, but has

proved extremely fo ro others ; my bvifi-

nels being to communicate General Phil-

lips's orders, that none of the officers are

Vol. II. Dd to
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to refide at a greater dillance from the

barracks than twenty miles.

On my way to this place I ftopt and

flept at Tuckahoe, where I met with Colo-

nel Meadj Colonel Laurens, and another

officer of General Walhington's fuite.

—

More than once did I exprefs a wifli the

General himfelf had been of the party, to

have feen and converfed with a character,

of whom, in all my travels through the

various provinces, I never heard any one

fpeak difrefpeclfully, as an individual, and

whofe public chara6ler has been the ad-

miration and aflonifhment of all Europe.

The converfation, in general, turn-

ing upon horfes, Colonel Mead was priz-

ing his as being remarkably high fpirite^l,

which prevented its falling into the hands

of a party of our light dragoons, as his

negro, v/ho had the care of it, was look-

ing after forage, who was furprized, pur-

fucd,
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fued, and nearly furrounded by the party,

in a field, enclofed with a prodigious

fence, near nine feet high ; the poor ne-

gro, fearful of himfelf, and dreading his

mailer's difpleafure, in cafe he loft the

horfe, run him at the fence, which he

leaped over, and rode off into the woods,

to the affonifliment of the dragoons ; the

Colonel attributed the fafety of his per-

fon to the fwiftnefs of this horfe at the

battle of Monmouth, having been fired at

and purfued by fome Britifh officers as he

was reconnoitring. Upon the Colonel's

mentioning this circumftance, it occurred

to me, he mufl have been the perfon that

Sir Henry Clinton's Aid de Camp had fired

at J and re yceiting to know the particular

color of his horfe, he informed me it was

black, whi h convinced mc it was him

;

when I related the circumftance of his

meeting Sir Henry Clmton, he replied, he

recollecled in the courfe of that day, to

have met feveral Britiih officers, and one

Dd 2 of
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of them wore a ftar. Upon my mention

ing the obfervatlon Sir Henry CHnton had

made to his Aid de Camp, the Colonel

laughed, and replied, '' Had he known it

" had been the Commander in Chief, he

*' fhould have made a defperate effort to

" have taken him prifoner."

At Goochland Court-houfe, I was in-

formed in what a fpirited manner Colonel

Randolph had refcnted the illiberality of

fom.e of his neighbours, who had in-

linuated and threatened to fet fire to ibme

valuable mills, on account of his hofpi-

tality to the Britifh officers : At the next

court day, after he had heard of this re-

port, he in a very animated fpeech flated,

that no one had a right to fcrutinize into

his private concerns, that his public cha-

racter was well known, and that no one

could with more zeal and perfcverence

fupport the caufe of the Americans

than he had done, and concluded with

offering
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oftering a reward of five hundred pounds

for the difcovery of thofe who had made

ufe of thofe threats. Since this tranfa-c-

tion, the Colonel has paid more attention

to the officers, acting truly confiftent with

the principles of independence, and to

fliame his countrymen for their want of

liberality.

I was detained near two days in my

journey to this place, on account of the

overflowing of the river, at what is termed

the Point of Forks, where James River

divides, and was rather furprized at this

fudden rifing of the water, as it had not

rained for feveral days, but on enquiry

found, that any fall of rain, unlefs ex-

tremely violent, never encreafed the water

till fome time after, during which it col-

lefts from the mountains, and ruflies

in amazing torrents ; the waters were fo

encreafed, that they had overflowed the

banks of the river for many miles, and as it

D d 3 comes
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comes down with great impetuofity from

the mountains, it wafhes away the earth,

Vv^hich being of a red caft, appears hke a

torrent of blood. Since the waters have

abated, there has been caught a great num-

ber of fturgeons and rock-fifh, at the falls

of this place : Indeed fifh is at this feafon

in great plenty, efpecially eels, which are

of a great fize, and caught in weirs ;

numbers of which are upon James River,

above the falls, and indeed upon mofi: of

the rivers and creeks j thefe weirs are

confl:ru6led of ftones laid acrofs the river

of the ufual height of the current, and

brought to a point in the center, v/here

is placed a wicker b -ilvct, or a wooden box,

in which they catch great quantities of

fiai.

I think nothing more fully evinces the

real diftreffes of the inhabitants in general,

throughout America, and how great the

fpirit of perfecution and opprefTion reigns

throughout
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throughout all the provinces, as the amaz-

ing eniigrations to a new fettlement, at a

place called Kentucky, where the foil is

extremely fruitful, and where there are

abundance of buffaloes, the country

around, for a great number of miles, is an

extenfive plain, with very few trees grow-

ing on it. New difcoveries are continually

making, as to the vafl: extent of the con-

tinent of x^merica, and in fome future day

it may be learnt, what the boundaries

are to the weftward. This new fettle-

ment is near a thou.fand miles from this

place, neverthelcfs, thofe travelling to it,

though to fo great a diftance, and perhaps

have left comfortable houfes and planta-

tions, which have been the labor of their

whole lives to clear and bring to perfec-

tion, appear chearful and happy, pleafed

with the idea, that they will be free from

the tyranny and opprelTion of the Con-

grefs, and its upftart dependants. Their

mode of travelling greatly refembles that

Dd 4 of
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of the patriarchs of old, for they take

with them their horfes, oxen, fheep, and

other cattle; as likewife all kinds of poul-

try. On my journey to this place, I faw

a family fetting off for this new fettle-

ment, leaving behind them a neat habi-

tation, which appeared lurrounded with

every requifite to make it at once the

manfion of content and happinefs. As

to the manner of quitting it, that fa-

vorite poet, Dr. Goldfmith, has moft

charmingly defcribed it in the following

lines

:

*' Good Heavens ! ^Vllat forrows gloom'd that parting day,

** That called them from their native walks away ;

*' When the poor exiles, every pleafure paft,

*' Hung round the bowers and fondly looked their laft.'*

Nor can I more forcibly deicribe the

family's fetting out on their journey, than

he has done where he fays,

" The good old fire, the firil prepared to go

" To new-found worlds, and v/ept for other's woe ;

' Bat
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*' But for himfelf in confcious virtue brave,

" He only wifli'd for worlds beyond the grave ;

** His lovely daughter, lovelier in her tears,

*' The fond companion of his helplefs years ;

*' Silent went next, negledful of her charms,

** And left a lover's for a father's arms ;

** With tender plaints, the mother fpcke her woes*

** And blell the cot wliere ev'ry pleafure rofe

;

** And kill her thoughtlefs babes with many a tear,

** And clafpt them clofe in forrow doubly dear,

*' Whilft her fond hufband ftrove to lend relief,

*' In all the filent manlinefs of grief".

The heat of the weather is at piefent

very inlenfe, and renders travelling un-

pleafant, efpecially on horfe-back, the

rays of the fun are fo very powerful in the

middle of the day, that neither yourfelf

nor your horfe are able to withftand it,

and you can only travel in the mornings

and evenings. The inhabitants jog on in

a vehicle called a fulky, a kind of one

horfe chaife, but conllru6led juft large

enough to contain one pcrfon j they fay

thefe are not fo fatiguing to the horfe as

a per-
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a perfon's riding on its back. In travel-

ling on horfe-back, you mufl either walk

or gallop your horfe, as the motion of

trotting is too fatiguing for yourfelf and

the beaft.

At every plantation you pafs by, the

peach trees prefent their fruit, to allay the

parching thirft the heat occafions 3 and

it is deemed no trefpafs to flop and re-

frefh yourfelf and your horfe with them ;

if the owner of the plantation perceives

you gathering, he will come and direct

you to the tree that bears the beft fruit,

for the peaches of this country are of va-

rious forts 5 and though they are in fuch

abundance, that they feed the hogs with

them, yet there are very few- except in

gentleman's gardens, which have that

flavor and juice of thofe that grow in

England.

Having
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Having feen the procefs of making

peach brandy, I no longer am furprizcd

at tliis fpirit having fuch pernicious

£fFe6ls when drank to exccfs, and how un-

wholefome it muft be taken in ever fo

fmall quantities ; for after gathering the

fruit, it is put in larg': vats, where it re-

mains till it is in fuch a flate of putrefac-

tion, as to be extremely ofFenfive to ap-

proach it, in this ftate the peaches are

prefied and the liquor that comes from

them is diftilled ; from whence the cuflom

arofe to let the peaches be in fach a pu-

trified ftate, I never could learn j for

upon afkin^ feveral of tlie inhabitants if

they bruifed the peaches as foon as gather-

ed, and preiied the liquor fiora them,

whether the flavor and ftrength of fpirit

would not be faperior, the only anfwer

I could obtain was, that they believed it

might, . but the other v/as the ufual

iDode.

The



412 ll^TERIOR TRAVELS

The town of Richmond, as well as the

plantations around for fome miles, has

been in imminent danger, as the woods

have been on fire, which for fome time

pail has raged with great fury, and that

elem.ent feemed to threaten univerfal def-

truaion ; but providentially, before it

had done any material damage, there fell

a very heavy rain, which neverthelefs, has

not altogether extinguiilied it, as it is

daily breaking out in places, but not fo

violent but it can be eafily prevented from

fpreading.

During the Summer months, thefe

fires are very frequeut, and at Charlottef-

ville I have feen the mountains on a blaze

for three or four miles in length, they

are occafioned by the carelellnefs of wag-

goners, who, when night approaches,

after tliey have unharnelled the horfes, fed

them, panncUed them, and tying a bell

round their necks, turned them loofe in

the
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the woods to graze, make a large fire

to warm them when they fleep, which on

purfuing their journey the next morning,

they negletl to extingaifli, this commu-

nicating to the dry leaves which lay on

the ground, fpreads rapidly and caufes

thefe dreadful and dangerous conflagra-

tions.

To-morrow I leave this place, to return

Charlottefville, when I fhall embrace the

next favorable opportunity to write, this

I fend by the flag of truce that is return-

ing to New-York, and in hopes it may
lafely reach you, I remain,

#

Yours, &c:

LET-
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LETTER LXVIII.

"Jones* 5 Flantation, near CharlottefvlUc^

in Virginia, Aug. 4, 1779.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

N my return from Richmond, I

wltnefied the mode that renders the

Virginian rifle-men fo expert in the ufe of

arms-—as great numbers were afTembled,

fhdt>ting at marks, and which I under-

fland, long before the commencement of

the war, was the conftant diverfion in this

country ; fo certain are they of hitting,

that they are not fearful of holding the

board at arm's length j nay, fome are fo

little apprehenfive of danger, that they

will
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will place it between their legs for another

to fire at.

There is an infecV, termed the fire-fly,

which in itillf is a great curiofity, being

really a perfcSl pholphorus : for a confi-

derable portion of its life, moll of the in-

terior parts of its body being at times

luminous, and from whence it emits rays

of light for a great part of the night,

by means of two glandular fpots, that are

. placed betv/een the head and fhoulders

;

neverthelefs, though thefe luminous rays

ilTue naturally from the infect, while awake

it feems to pofiefs povv^cr of interrupting

them at will, and then thefe fpots are

opake ; though, as I obferved moil of the

internal parts of thefe infeCls emit a light,

yet the thicknefs of its cover prevents it

appearing' through any other place but

thofe conllituted by nature for the pur-

pofe; yet, on exteiiding the rings that

cover the diiterent parts of the body a

little
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little afunder, you may obferve the fame

light to iiTue.

By the light of one of thefe infects, if

held between the fingers, and moved gra-

dually with the luminous fpots over the

chryflal of a watch, you can with eafe

tell the hour ; and ten or tv/elve of them

put into a clear phial, will give fufficient

light to read or write by very diilinclly.

Thefe infe6ls make their appearance in

the evening, and are to be feen for a con-

fiderable part of the night j they are ex-

tremely unpleafant to travellers at a late

hour, being at times fo numerous, as to

perfectly dazzle the eye, and by their ob-

fcure intervals and fudden glare, the fight

is diverted from every obje^l'of danger

that at night prefents itfelf ; an inftance

of which lately happened, that had near

been fatal to an officer, who, lofl in the

bye paths in th^ woods, by the reafon of

thefe
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thefe infe6ls, did not perceive a tree that

was not entirely blown down, but refled

on another^ againft which he came with

fuch violence as to be ftunned, and on

I'egaining his fenfes, found that in falling

from his horfe, he had broke one of his

legs, and he remained in that ftate till the

next morning, when he was found by a

negro, who conducted him home.

You may recollecV, in a former letter,

I mentioned what a lawlefs fet the lower

clafs were, and of their ferocious difpofi-

tion ; an inftance has recently occurred,

wherein the mod wanton cruelties were

intended to be put in execution againft

an officer of the artillery, who, in the

moil miraculous manner, made his efcape

from thefe brutal favages, as they were

conducting him to the place where they

intended to perpetrate their horrid pur-

pofe.

Vgl. IL E e The
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The officer was quartered at the planta-

tion of one Watfon, a wretch who is

reckoned an adept in gouging, and who
prepares his nails for that purpofe, He
has an agreeable, but by no means a

pretty woman, for his wife, and on ac-

count of the common civilities in fupply-

ing the officer with poultry, milk, &c.

which he regularly paid for ; this ignorant

fellow pretended to be jealous, and com-

municating his fentiments to fome neigh-

bours of a fimilar difpofition to his own,

they concerted a fcheme to be revenged of

the officer.

Accordingly, a few days after, they

broke into his chamber at the dead of

night, but the noife awaking him, he

had jud time to feize his fword, with

which he defended himfclf for fome time,,

till it bi-oke, when he was overpowered

by his landlord and three other ruffians,

who made him put on his cloaths,

.and
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i^nd after tying his hands behind him, led

him into the yard, and placing him on his

own horfe, they fet out with him armed

with mufkets, to proceed to another of

thefe defperadoes, who refided about two

miles dillant, to cgnfult on the mode of

revenge—only conceive what muft have

been the fituation of his mind when

in their way to this neighbours houfe,

thefe fellows were confulting whether

they ihould cut his throat and fecrete the

body, or caftrate him and roll him down

a fteep rock.

Arriving at the plantation, they took

him off the horfe and conduced him

into the houfe, the owner of which de-

clined any concern in the tranfaftion, and

difluaded the others from it, but they

were fteady to their bloody purpofes ; the

ruffians then defired fome peach brandy

toddy, which they drank till intoxicated,

all this time confulting what they fliould

E c 2 do
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do with the officer. The villain V/atfon,

who particularly fuppofed himfelf to be

aggrieved, and was the firft inftigator of

this bafe plot, occafionally prefented his

piece, and threatened immediate vengeance.

At length the dawn of day appearing, the

wretches as if confcious of their iniquitous

proceeding, remarked it would foon be

light, and refolving to put the lail: of

their threats in execution, they quitted

the houfe, mounting the officer on his

horfe, and proceeded to the fpot where they

were to perpetrate it, which was at the

foot of a mountain, near a very lleep

precipice.

The fituation of the officer was truly

dreadful, for however refigned he might

be to meet his fate, the manner of it was

moft lamentable; in the hands of American

defperadoes, who are worfe than favages,

revengeful and drunk, alternately prefent-

ing their mufquets and vov\ang inflant

death.

When
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When they had proceeded with Kim near

three miles, it was quite day Hght, they

then judged it neceflary to haften their

pace, fearful of meeting any one, and by

now and then making the horfe trot, it

loofened the cord with which the officer's

hands were tied ;
perceiving this, and

after fome little ftruggle, finding he could

releafe his hands, he very prudently

waited an opportunity till he came to

fome road he was acquainted with. After

they had proceeded about half a mile fur-

ther, very near the place they were to

condu6l him to, he difcerned a bye path

which led to the barracks, inftantly dif-

engaged his hands, feized the bridle and

fpeaking to his horfe, which had been

an old quarter-racer, it fet off full fpeed.

Thefe wretches all dicharged- their pieces

at him, but ovv^ing to the thicknefs of the

wood and their intoxication, he efcapcd,

and arrived fafe at the barracks.

This
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This matter was reprefented to the Go-

vernor of the province, by the General, at

the fame time defcribing the inhabitants,

and their place of reiidence ; the anfwer

from the Governor v^^as, that he was ex-

tremely concerned at it, but at prefent the

civil power was of little ufe, the officers

not daring to make ufe of their authority

among thefe back-woods men, as it en-

dangered their lives ; and he had only to

recommend the officer to be on his guard,

and not quit' the barracks, and that at

night, for his perfonal fafety, he had

wrote to the Commanding Officer of the

continental troops, to place a ferjeant's

guard at his houfe : yet, notwithftanding

the wretches are acquainted with this cir-

cumftance, they have had the audacity

to iiovei about the barracks, in order to

feize him ; but it having been intimated

to them, that the American Commanding

Oiiiccr iiad oiders to apprehend theai, and

fend
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fend them down to the Governor at Wil-

liamiburgh, they have defifled in their

attempts. I think there needs not a more

convincing proof to fliew the anarchy and

confufion at preient exifting in America,

and that all pretenfions to civil govern-

ment are ideal, I aiTure you, my dear friend,

Congrefs, aided by the miHtary, is the

only ruling power at prefent ; they are de-

fpotic, and their orders enforced by the

military with as arbitrary a fway as that

with which the King of Pruliia governs

his dominions.

Theflirub which fupplies our manufac-

tures with cotton, is much cultivated in

this Province, and the inhabitants of the

lower fort, through the fcarcenefs and

difficulty of procuring clothing for them-

felves and their negroes, pay greater at-

tention to it at prefent than tobacro, this

plant is of a quick luxuriant grovv'th, and

rifes
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rifes from five to fix feet in height, dif-

perfing a number of branches as it fhoots,

it requires a dry foil, and thrives beft in

grounds ah'eady tilled, for though the

plant flouriflies more in frefli lands, yet

from its luxuriance, it produces more

wood than fruit, it is planted in regular

walks, and at a moderate diftancc from

each other, for the branches to fpread,

when it is grown to the height of five or

fix inches, the ftems are pulled up except

two or three of the ftouteft, which are

cropped twice before the end of Auguft j

this precaution is abfolutely neceflary, as

the wood bears no fruit till after the fe-

cond cropping; and if by negle6l the

plant is fufiiered to exceed four feet high

in its growth, the crop will be greatly in-

ferior in quality and quantity, and the

fruit difficult to gather.

The fruit that the cotton fhrub bears,

proceeds from a flower which blows at

the
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the extremity of its branches, the piftil

of which turns to a fliell of the fize of a

pigeon's egg, and when the cotton contained

in it is ripe, it burfts and expofes the feeds

wrapt up in the native flocks to the fun

;

when the greateft part of them are thus

opened, the negroes gather them, and the

feeds which are naturally mixed with the

cotton are cleaned by means of a ma-

chine called a gen, which is made of

two fmooth rollers placed clofe and pa-

rallel to each other in a frame, and move

in contrary diregions by means of dif-

ferent wheels at the oppofite fide of the

machine, which are put in motion by the

foot, the cotton being put to thefe rollers,

while they move round, it readily pafles

between them, bearing the feed which are

too large for the interfpace behind. What

paifes in this operation is afterwards hand

picked to clear it from the fmail dirt that

comes
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comes with the cotton through the

machine, and then it becomes fit for

life.

The carding and fpiniiing of cotton is

the chief employment of tiie female ne-

groes, for nnce the inhabitants have been

deprived of our Englilli cottons, they ma-

nufallure a fort themfclves, little inferior

to that made at Manchefter, and almoft

all the families in this Province, both

male and female, are cloathed v/ith their

own manufacture, the fuperior clafs as

an example to their inferiors, who are

compelled by neceinty.

The weather being (o extremely hot,

woollen cloaths are mfu'lerable, there-

fore from nece-lity, ani as is the cuilom

of the country, the c iliccrs wear cotton

habihmentsj the cotton of which mine

is
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is made I obtained from my landlord,

and faw the whole procefs of its growth

and manufadlure, from the feed being

fown, till it came out of the loom.

I remain.

Yours, &c.

LET.
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LETTER LXIX.

yones^s Plantation, near Charlottej'viUef

in Virginia, Dec. 12, I779-

MY DEAR FRIEND,

/Considering the innumerable dif-

^^ ficulties and inconveniences which

the colonies have laboured under in

maintaining their independency, and their

fuccefies appear ailonifliing, fuch as

could only be efFe6led by that unanimity

which univerfally prevails among the

leading and confpicuous chambers in each

ftate J and it is no lefs furprizing that in

their ftrenous fupport of public meafures,

the internal arrangement of their affairs

fiiould
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Piiould be neglefted, and by fuch negle6t

hazard a general confufion. In this flate,

at prefent, their internal concerns, mer-

chandizes of all kinds, and the com-

mon and neceflary articles of life are at

fuch enormous prices, that few can pro-

cure them, and for want of them all

clafTes are highly diftrefTed j Congrefs have

adopted various meafures to remedy thefe

evils, but their endeavours have been fruf-

trated by a few monopolizing wretches

at Philadelphia and other great cities : to

this is owing much of the public diflrefs,

which becomes a fcource of hindrance and

difcouragement in the profecution of the

various defigns and undertakings of Con-

grefs.

But of all the arduous and trying fitua-

tipns they have had to encounter, none

has proved more difficult than the prefent,

which they are unng their utmoft endea-

vours to overcome, and if not eftc6ied,

they
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they muft bid farewel to all hopes of gain-

ing independency, and this is the depre-

ciation of their paper money. From the

firft emillion of bills at the commence-

ment of the war to the prefent period,

they have, by the neceflity of the times,

ilTued near forty millions fterling of con-

tinental dollars, and what contributes ftill

more to the depreciation, is the immenfe

fums of counterfeit money ifliied from>

New-York, and other places in our pof-

feflion.

Therefore Congrefs wifely forefeeing the

indifpenfible neceflity of removing all

doubts and diftrefs, that the united flates

Were unable to redeem their bills, and

that raifing more money by a new emiflion

would encreafe the paper in circulation,

and be the caufe of fl:ill more decreafing

its value, have difl:ributed throughout the

the colonies their refolve, in order to re-

move thofe apprehenfions that were daily

gaining



THROUGH AMERICA. 431

gaining ground, in which after ilating the

great depreciation of their currency, by

the means of felfilh men, who difregarded

the great object they were then, and had

for feveral years been ftrugghng to obtain,

and the enormous fums of counterfeit

money their enemies had caufed to be

put in circulation with tliat of Congrefs,

they had thought proper to declare, that

after fuch a date, no currency fliould

pafs, but that iffued from that time ; and

fenfible that as many perfons might lofe

conliderable fums bv reafon of counterfeit

money, whatever fum.s of any fort were

brought to the treafiiry at Philadelphia,

they fhould receive one dollar of the new

emiiTion, for every forty dollars. And

the more fully to eftabiifli the credit and

value of the new currency, the Congrefs

pledged their public faith, to pay its value

in gold or fdver fpecie.

This
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This has had the defired efFe6l of Con-

grefs, that of folely keeping up the fpirits

of the people ; for it muft be obvious to

every one, that it is impofilble to fulfil

their engagements, and to go to Philadel-

phia, to procure fpecie for a fingle dollar,

would perhaps only be infulted and

laughed at. That this opinion prevails,

the prefcnt depreciation is a convincing

proof J for v^e obtain forty-five dollars of

this emiffion for one in fpecie.

Among the various fruits upon this

continent, there is one that feems peculiar

to this province, named the perfimmon,

and which, until meliorated by feveral

fharp frofls, is not eatable, or fcarcely to

be tafled. Many of us were deceived by

this fruit, when ripe and hanging on the

trees, it having the appearance of an

Orlean plumb ; but which we found pof-

fefled of fuch powerful adringent qualities,

as to contract the mouth to fuch a degree,

that
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that it was feveral hours before we re-

gained the feiife of tafte ; of this fruit the

inhabitants, in fome parts, brew a liquor

called perfimmon beer.

Animals reforting to the words are ex-

tremely fond of its flavor, particularly the

bears, who come from a great diflance in

queft of it, efpecially on the approach of

winter, at which time the inhabitants chace

and moftly kill them, as they are unable

to regain the mountains before the dogs

overtake them. If they reach the moun-

tains, the purfuit after them is attended

with danger, on account of the vail: num-

ber of carniverous animals refortins:

there in abundance. An accident was

near happening to an officer who, with

fome others, and a few inhabitants,

were in purfuit of a bear at the foot of

the mountains ; at the very inftant, a

ferocious animal, which I defcribed in a

former letter, called the mountain cat.

Vol. II, F f was
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was going to fpring upon him. One of

the inhabitants obferving it, with his rifle

fhot him through the head, and it fell

dead to the ground.

There is in this pi-ovince, what I never

recolle6led to have feen in any other, a large

ravenous kind of bird that feeds on car-

rion,--nearly as big as an eagle, called a

turkey-buflard, from having red gills, re-

fembling thofe of a turkey, v/hence it de-

rives its name. It feems to be a fpecies

of the kite, hovering on the wing like

that bird, and being carniverous. The in-

habitants kill them for the fake of their

feet, which dillblved into an oil, is efteem-

ed very falutary in the fciatica, old aches

and pains.

You would fcarcely credit, from the la-

borious and harraiTmg life the negroes

lead in this country, that the paffions of

love and jealoufy fhould a£l very power-

fully
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fully on them, naturally concluding, that

their whole ideas would concenter in

one, that of rendering their miferable fitu-

tion a Itate of comfort, yet fo forcibly do

thofe pailions operate on their minds, they

are continually poifoning each other, thro*

difappointmcnt, or jealoufy : what is re-

markable, they can adminifter the poifon

that it fhall affect the life for a longer or a

fhorter period, agreeable to their ideas of

revenge on the object. The owner of our

plantation has had feveral female negroes

poifoned, fome of whom have lingered out

a life for fix or eight months after, and

others again, only a week or a fortnight*

There was one remarkably ftout wench,

who expired on the eighth day after being

poifoned j the decay of nature was remark-

ably vifible from the fecond day, and fhe

only complained of a violent pain in her

head, and a conftant licknefs at the fto-

mach^ when medical afliftance was called

in, it was pronounced impoflible to coun-

F f 2 tera6t
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tera6L the poifon, unlefs what the poifoii

confifted of, could be known which

though in frequent ufe amongll: the

negroes, had never yet been difcovered.

Although we have been now near a

twelvemonth in this province, the foldiers

fare little better than on their firft arrival

;

:^or the greatefl: part of the fummer they

have been thirty and forty days, at different

periods, without any other provifion

delivered to them than the meal of Indian

corn. Great quantities of fait provifions

have arrived at the barracks, but owing to

fome defe6t in airing, and the heat of the

climate, are in a ilate of putrefaction

;

fome perfon advifed the American Com-

miiiary to bury the meat in the earth for

a few days, and it would regain its purity,

which, when dug up, and although fwarm-

ing with vermin, he infifted was exceed-

ingly good, only a little tainted wiLh the

weather, which the utmofl: care could not

prevent.
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prevent, and ferved it out to the foldiers

as fo many days ratio of meat. All com-

plaints by General Phillips to the Gover-

nor of the Province vi^ere of little avail, he

receiving for anfvver, that it was the con-

cern of Congrefs, and what did not aiFecl

the government of his ftate. There are

hopes, however, that the difputes of the

foldiers will be remedied, as both G-eneral

Phillips and General Reidefel, who were

a fliort time fmce exchanged, and gone to

New York, purpofed, in their way to that

city, to obtain an audience with General

Wafliington, and lay thofe grievances be-

fore him ; if that was impracticable, it

was the intention of the Generals to lay

the fituation of the troops before Sir Henry

Clinton, and through him to feek redrefs,

by an application to General Wafhington.

As to redrefs from the Americans, little is

to be expe6led, though their Commander

in Chief poiTeiTes humanity that reflefts

the highell honour on him ; he has not

F f
3 been
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been able, notwithftanding fo much loved

and efteemed, to difFufe that benevolence

and god-like virtue, among thofe who look

up to him for protection. The only hope

we can any way rely on is, that Sir Henry

Clinton will, in compaffion to the fuffer-

ings of the troops, ufe every exertion in his

power to efFe6l a general exchange this

winter. Should that take place, I may

venture to affirm, that he will not

have braver troops in his army ; for the

foldiers, from the cruelty and ill ufage they

have continually experienced, fmce they

became prifoners, will fight to defpera-

tion.

Great numbers have deferted, with a

view to get to New-York, rather than en-

dure fuch diflrefs, they certainly had no

Qther inducement, as many of them com-

municated to their officers their intentions,

previous to their defertion, requeuing a

Certificate, that on that day there was due

to
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to them fo much pay and fo many years

clothhig, which we could refufe no more

than we could their dcfertion, but to be

candid, rather than be witnefs of the hard-

fliips the men experienced, which were

out of our power to rcdrefs, we rather con-

nived at it, as we well knew that producing

certificates from their officers, if they

were fo fortunate as to reach New-York,

would enfure them a favorable reception

with the Commander in Chief. Near an

hundred have reached New-York, and

about fixty or feventy have been taken up,

brought back and confined in a picket-

ed prifon near the barracks, where num-

bers would have aftually been flarved, had

not relief been afibrded them by the ofh-

cers, who furnifhed them with provifions

at their own expence.

Among the deferters, there was a party

of twenty who appointed a ferjeant at their

head to command them, and previous to

F f 4 fetting
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fetting off, fwore a mo ft folemn oath,

ftri^lly to adhere to a fet of rules drawn

up by the ferjeant, in the nature of the ar-

ticles of war, but the penalties inflifted in

cafe of breach of any of thefe articles were

fingularly curious—being no lefs than

death—immediate inllantaneotis death

—

to be hanged upon the next tree, and

others equally as tremenduous, the only

one tending to mercy was cutting off the

offenders ears. The whole party except-

ing one, who was apprehended as out

upon a fcout for provifions, got fafe to

New-York. I fhould obferve to you that

this differtion is among the Britifh troops,

the Germans not feeling that amor patrice,

befides they are fully content, being upon

the fame pay as the Britifli troops, which

is near four times as much as they receive

in their own country, and for what reafon

it is impoffible to fay, but the Americans

fhew more indulgence to the Germans,

permitting them to go round the country

to
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to labor, and being for the moft part

expert handicrafts, they reaUze a great

deal of money, exclufive of their pay,

and as the generality of the German

troops are ordy foldiers raifed for the war,

"Upon their return to their own country,

will become perfons of property, except-

ing the regiments of the Prince of HeiTe

Hanau's body guards, and General Reide-

fel's difmounted dragoons, which are two

well-difciplined regiments, the reft of

German troops were fuch as little fervice

could be expefted from, and when we re-

flect on the manner they were raifed, who

could be furprized that they did not act

with more alacrity during the campaign

;

for the mode of obtaining thefe fubfidies,

was as follows : When appUcation was

made by our court to Germany for troops,

the Prince caufed every place of worfhip

to be furrounded during fervice, and took

every man who had been a foldier, and to

embody thefe and form them into regi-

ments.
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ments, he appointed old officers, . who had

been many years upon half pay, to com-

mand them, or on refufal of ferving, to

forfeit their half pay, thus were thefe re-

giments raifed, officered with old veterans,

who had ferved with credit and reputation

in their youthful days, and who had re-

tired, as they imagined, to enjoy fome

comforts in the decline of life. Only pic-

ture to your imagination,^enfigns of forty

and fifty, commanding of troops not

much younger, and judge how proper

they are for an a6live and vigorous cam-

paign, in the thick woods of America.

It being the univerfal opinion through-

out the army, that we fhall remain prifon-

ers the remainder of the war, the Britifh

officers have contributed to render their

fituation as comfortable as the nature of

the country will polTibly allow, and to

promote aflbciation, they have ere6led

a coffee-houfe, a theatre, and a cold bath,

to
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to tenfe up the relaxed ftate of the body,

the intenfe heat of the chmate occa-

fions.

Havhig repeatedly mentioned to you

the barracks, and then* fituation, and as

any defcription would fall exceedingly

fhort, I have fent you an accurate view

of them. To form a jufl conception

of the diftrefles and fituation of the

army on its firft arrival, you are not to

confider the place as the drawing repre-

fents it, but as a thick wood, and not a

fmgle tree cut down.

It is with the utmoft concern I inform

you of the death of your old friend W ,

of our regiment, the relation of Sir Wat-

kin Williams Wynne, Bart, who I am

perfuaded, fell a martyr to the dire efFe£ls

of that pernicious liquor, peach brandy,

the circumflance attending his death being

remai'kable, I fliall relate them. He had

been
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been on a vifit a few days to fome officers,

and having made a little too free, during

that time he became in a ftate of infanity,

the finl inftance he fliewed of it was get-

ting up in the dead of tlie night, and

walking feveral hours in the fnow bare-

footed, till his feet were froft-bitten, he

had been abfent near four hours before he

was miffed, and upon his companions

going in fearch of him, he v/as found pa-

rading before the door, they condu6ted

him into the houfe, and applying the

ufual remedy, all danger of a mortification

was removed from being froft bit. - The

next morning he was frequently ailcing for

a knife to cut a flick, which his compani-

ons always contrived to evade giving him,

and on their quitting Charlottefville,

at which place they had fept, they

intended to condu6l him to the barracks

for advice, but on his expreffi r;g a defire

to return to his own quartern, they in-

dulged iiim in his requeft. Ii is faid that

perfons
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perfons laboring under that mod calami-

tous aiHiclion, are poirefl'cd of extreme

cunning, to deceive thofe they fufpeft of

watching their a61:ions. He, poor fellow,

fully demonftrated it, for keeping up a

very rational converfatioii as they rode

along, not difcovering the leaft fymptoms

of any one infane, till they arrived at an

exceeding fteep hill, at the foot of which

was a rivulet, where they ftopt to water

their horfes, feizing this opportunity, he

left them and rode his horfe as faft as he

could make him go up the hill, his two

companions purfued, but he being better

mounted, was foon out of fight, they fol-

lowed the track of his horfe in the fnow,

till it turned into the v/oods, and conclu-

ded any further purfuit would be vain by

themfelves, they haftened to their quart-

ers, which was not a mile diftant, for

afiiftance. By this time night had come

on, neverthelefs, a party of ten or a do-

zen with lanthorns, went various roads,

and
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and into the woods, which they traverfed

belt part of the night, but could not

obfei-ve the leall trace of himj the next

morning they renewed the fearch, and

about five miles off, in a bye place,

found his horfe faftened by the bridle to a

fence, clofe by a rivulet, to which they

could trace the feet of a man upon the

fnow, they followed the track till they

came upon the ice, which led them to the

bend of the current under a hanging rock,

where the river had not been frozen over,

and which, by the rapidity of the current

at that place, feldom did, and there it is

im^agined he fell in, before he came to this

the ice twice gave way, but being (hallow,

he had fcrambled out. His companions

could not long remain in fufpence, for

fending his fervant back for one of his

fhoes, on his return they found it exa6lly

fitted the track in the fnow, and from his

horfe being fo near, it left little room for

doubt. However, fome Hiort time after,

all
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all doubts were removed, as the body-

was found—poor man—I did the laft fad

office with a heavy heart—but his memory
will be fmcerely lamented, by thofe that

knew him.

Yours, &c.

LET-
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LETTER LXX.

Barracks, Chariotfefville, in Virginia,

April 18, 1780.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

T ITTLE has tranfpired of intelligence

^^ worth relating, unlefs a repetition of

grievances and hardlliips, during a long

and fevere Winter, and all hopes or ex-

pe6lation of any exchange taking place

;

there has been a meeting of CominilTion-

ers from both armies for that purpofe,

but they could not agree to the different

propoDtions of exchange, as to the num-

ber of foldiers in lieu of an officer. As to

my fentiments upon this head, or any the

leaft
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leaft tending to politics I am debarred

from, as this letter mufl undergo the ex-

amination of the American Commanding

Officer ; therefore, being confined, I fnall

give you my obfervations and remarks on

the cuftoms of the country, and what-

ever may concern our army, as they oc-

cur to memory, which, though you al-

low to be tolerable, is not fo great as

Caefar's, who forgot nothing but injuries.

Since I have been in Virginia I never

could affign the reafon why the oxen and

fheep fhould be fo fmall, having facli

abundance of grafs during the fummer,

in the unlimited range of woods ; but

the winter has fully demonftrated the

caufe, which arifes from the planters

paying fach little attention to their cattle

during the inclement feafon, by which

means they ftarve the young ones, or at

leaft ftint their growth, fo that they

but very feldom grow fo large as if they

Vol. II. G g vvervj
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were better managed, being content if

they can but lave their lives ; and though

they fuffer them to be fo poor in the

winter, yet they prefently grow fat again

in the fpring, which they elleem fuffi-

cient for their purpofe. This is the rea-

fon their beef and mutton is neither fo

large nor fo fat as in England ; their

flefh, however, is eileemed delicate, and

has certainly a line flavor.

Among the curious plants growing in

America, none contribute more to the

beauty of the fpring than the dogwood,

which grows in great abundance, and,

when adorned with its numerous white

fiov\)'ers, appears delightful. The wood is

very hahl, and breaks into fmall fibres %

for want of fuch neceflliry implements

as tooth-bru-lies, we fubfdtute this wood.

The inhabitants have a cuflom of tying

a branch of this tree round the catties'

neck.
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when they fall down exhaufted by heat in

the lammer, imagining that its virtue

contributes to their recovery.

There is another tree rather peculiar

to America called the tulip tree, and it

creates aftonifnment, in the fpring to be-

hold trees of fuch a magnitude, for they

are very large and lofty, bearing a flower

for a fortnight together in ihape, fize

and colour refembling tulips. The leaves

grow in a very peculiar fhape ; from

whence the tree has, in fome places, the

appellation of the old woman's fmock,

imagining a refemblance below the leaves.

The log huts in which the foldiers re-

fide, although erecled fuch a fhort time,

are become extremely dangerous, the tim-

bers being nearly deftroyed by an infect

that is in the bark of the tree, which,

for want of the nourifliment it receives

G g 2 from
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from the turpentine whilft the tree is

growing, preys upon the folid part of th&

timber; and thefe infefts, from the de-

flru<5lion as well as the noife they make,

have the appellation of fawyers, and is

certainly a very proper one; for I have

fecii timber, nearly the circumference of

one's waifi:, which had not been cut down

above fix months, that upon ftripping oft

the bark, there was nothing but the ap-

pearance of faw-duft, with a vaft number

of thefe infedlsj refembling a large

grub-worm.

The foidiers have been fo indifferently

fuppiied with provihons, the barracks

fwarm with rats of an enormous fize,

and notwithftanding each hut has a cat

or two, they are very troublefome, and

with every precaution, they are continu-

ally dcflroying the men's deaths and bed-

ding during the night ; it is no very

uncommon thing to fee them running fix

or
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or feven, one after the other, in the inter-

liices of the logs with which the huts are

conftruclGd.

You may rccollecl, on our firft arri-

val in this province, I mentioned that a

number of duels were fought, and what

partly occafioned tliem. They have of

late been frequent amongft the German

officers, but from different motives—dil-

putes at gambling. Their manner of

fighting is rather lingular. Each party

goes to the field with a feeond, and after

ilripping to the fliirt, advancing, fliake

£ach other by the hand, draw their

fwords, and cut and flafli each other

till one party relinquiflies the conteft

;

and, unlefs the inveteracy is very obfti-

nate, the confli6l is over upon the leaft

appearance of blood on either fide

;

this is deemed a fufficient proof of their

courage and ju^incation of their honor.

Molt of the duels among them have ended

G g 3 in
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in this manner except one, where the com-

batants mutilated one another in a moll

fhocking manner, as nearly to endanger

each other's life.

It is no little pleafure to me that I

^m unreftrained from communicating and

opening myfelf freely to you, fmce I be-

gan this letter, as an opportunity has oc-

curred of fending it without infpec-

tion by an officer who has received an ac-

count of his being exchanged. By the

mode that I intended to fend this, which

was by a flag of truce returning to New
York, I wrote feveral others ; fome were

franked by Col. Bland and others by Col.

Sherwood, the American Officers com-

manding the troops at the barracks. The

former behaved with true politenefs an4

liberality of fentiment j he only required

an officer to pledge his word and honor,

as a gentleman, there was nothing poli-

tical contained in the letter, on affirming

which,
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which, tb.e Colonel defired the letter to be

feaiedj and on it wrote, Examined, and

figned ins name. The latter, with an in-

quiiitivenL-is, accompanied with rudenefs

and impertinence, not only read every

letter, feriience after fentence, but made

anmiadverfions on them 3 the Colonel,

like moil perfons poiTeiTed of an imperti-

nent curioiity, met with a fevere rebuke

from Lieutenant Charlton of the 20th

regimsrit, but I am afraid he was too

ignorant to take the fenfe of it. Af-

ter he had read his letter, and feeing the

name of Charlton figned to it, the Colo-

nel exclaimed, " Charlton, Charlton ! I

** recollcfted a captain of a fiiip of that

" name, who had a relation that was

" a name-fake of mine."—" Veiy proba-

" bly. Sir," replied Charlton, '' and there

" may be one of tliat name in my fa-

" mily i but I'll venture to fay, if there

" is, he pofledes more liberal ide:is and

principles than tliQ AmQnca.n Sherwoods."

G g 4 Some

«c
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Some fhort time fince I became acquaint-

ed with a Colonel Walker, who has lately

been elected a Delegate to reprefent this

State in Congrefs. The ufual hofpitality

of the country prefides at his houfe j but

what renders it unpleafant, the family will

chiefly converfe on politics, but alv/ays

with moderation. I was much pleafed

with a very noble and animated fpeech of

the Colonel's father, a man poilefling all

his faculties with il:rong underftanding,

though confiderably above eighty years of

age. One day, in chat, while each was

delivering his fentiments of what would

be the flate of America a century hence,

the old man, with great fire and fpirit,

declared his opinion, that *' the Ameri-

*' cans would then reverence the refolution

" of their forefathers, and would eagerly

" imprefs an adequate idea of the facred

*' value of freedom in the minds of their

^* children, that it may defcend to the

*_* lateft poflerity ; that if in any future

" ages
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*' ages they fliould be again called forth

" to revenge public injuries, to fecure that

*' freedom, they fliould adopt the fame

" meafures that fccured it to them by their

** brave anceftors/'

To you, fo converfant with the world,

I need not fay, that there are a clafs

of people continually at variance with

themfelves and all the world, and whom
nothing can pleafe. When one of fuch

a defcription gets into the army, you can-

not conceive how very unpleafant it is to

have any concerns with him, efpecially if

he is regardlefs of life. Senfible that

an officer muft accept a challenge, he does

not hefitate to deal them in abundance,

and fliortly acquires ^ the name of a

fighting man } but as every one is not

willing to throw away his life, when call-

ed upon by one who is indifferent of his

own, many become condefcending, which

this man immediately conltrues into fear,

and
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and prefuming npon this, acls as if he

imagined no one dare contradicV him,

but all muft yield obedience to his will.

One of this unhappy difpofition has

lately broke forth from the reclufe manner

in which he lived, having only one afTo-

ciate, of a fimilar difpofition, and wiflied

to ingratiate himfelf with the officers at

large. There was no keeping him at a

diftance by formal civilities, as he would

intrude at all times and feaions. Being a

little known to an officer who refides with

us, he came one day to dinner j and with

the idea that he would lay under no obli-

gation for it, invited the whole mefs to

dine with him. On the day appoint-

ed, there came on a mofl: violent fnow

llorm, and in the morning we diipatched

a fervant with an apology. He fent word

back, " that, by God, he had provj d

" dinner, and he expected us -" and vc

.had
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Jiad no alternative, but either to encoun-

ter a ride of near four miles in a heavy

fnow florm, or, in all probability, a mad-

man the next morning. The day was,
«

without exception, the moft unpleafant I

ever paflcd in my life j for after we ar-

rived at his quarters, on his having occa-

Hon to quit the room, his companion

fliewed us a brace of piftols that lay un-

der his pillow, which he conftantly flept

with, and which he had freili loaded and

primed that morning, that if any difpute

arofe, it might inftantly be decided with-

out leaving the room.

Such condu6l cannot be confidered in

any other light than infanity, for a pre-

tended indifference for life does not pro-

ceed from true courage ^ if thefe vaunters

meet with one equally as indifferent, and

receive a check, they cannot brook it.

Such was the fate of this unhappy man,

and fo overwhelmed was he v/ith fhame,

that
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that he put a period to his exiflence, in

the following fmgular manner.

One Winter's evening, when fitting round

the fire in the coffee-room, having fome

occafion or other to leave it, he laid his

cane in one chair and his gloves in another,

and on quitting the room, faid, " let me

fee who dare meddle vv^ith them before I

return/' In the interim an officer came in,

who being very cold, took one of the

chairs and drew near the fire ; the com-

pany told him that they were Mr. . ' . 's

chairs, and what he had faid, when he re-

plied " Damn him, one chair is enough

for his cane and gloves, and him too, I

think." Shortly after his return, he

enquired with eagernefs, who had pjc-

fumed to meddle Vs'ith his cane ai:d

gloves, when the officer told him he had,

and that he thought in fuch {qw^xq weather

every man ought to be content v/ith one

chair, upon which he began to break out

in



THROUGH AMERICA. 46

1

in a mod violent pafiion, " that his dignity

" and himfelf were infultcd in the grofleft

" manner :" when the officer flopt him

Ihort, by faying, " Mr. , I have often

" heard of you as a lighting man, but

" never was in your company before, now
** Sir, I have only to tell you as to fight-

" ing, I care as little about it as you do,

" and, by God, Sir, if you fay another

" word on the fabjecl, I'll throw you be-

" hind the fire." From the moil violent

palTion he became inilantly calm, fat down

in his chair and never fpoke another word,

but in about ten minutes left the room.

That he iliould meet with fuch a rebuff,

accompanied Vv'ith a threat, operated fo

powerfully on his mind, that the next

morning he fhot himfelf j and his man-

ner of performing that deed was Angular,

as he was found in a fhallow flream,

where the water did not cover the bodv,

with a piftol in one hand and another on

the bank loaded.

Numbers
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Numbers of officers have lately been

been exchanged ; from whence the parti-

ality proceeds I cannot furmife, but am

inclined to think it muil arife from the in-

tereft of their friends, at head quarters at

New York. Notwithllanding I am delH-

tute of any one to make an application

for my exchange, I am not without hopes

it will fhortly happen -, for not long fjice

an American officer, Capt. Van Swearing-

ham, of whom I made mention as being

taken prifoner during the campaign, vi-

fited the Barracks. I immediately fought

him out, in hopes that, in return for the

civility ihewn him, his gratitude "^A/ould

prompt him to render m.e a fervlce. Ac-

cordingly, on waiting on him, he expref-

fed great pleafure at feeing me, but infi-

nite regret at my being ftill a prifoner,

as he fully concluded that both Lieut.

Dunbar, as well as myfelf, had long fmce

been exchanged -, and I had the mortifica-

tion to find that, ignorant of our names,

he.
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he had defcribed our perfons to an officer

of our army who was going to New York,

and wifliing to feize the favourable op-

portunity of ferving his friends, faid they

anfwered the defcription, and giving the

Captain their names, they were exchanged

in Heu of us. However, as he was going

diredly to head quarters, it fliould be his

firfl bufmefs with Gen. Wafliington to ef-

{e^ our exchange. On taking my leave of

him, your favorite adage of Nil defperan-

dum infcantly occurred to my mind ; and I

am not without hopes, in a fliort time,

of once more vifiting my native fliore.

Yours, Sec.

LET-
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LETTER LXXL

Winchejlery in Virginia, Nov. 20, IjSo'.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

A T receiving a letter, dated from
-^ ^ this place, you will perhaps con-

ceive it is to acquaint you, that fhortly

after you'll fee the perfon who wrote it.

I am not, however, as yet, fo fortunate

;

and not without juil caufe of appre-^

henfion, that the buftle and hurry of the

campaign has obliterated from the me-

mory of Capt. Van Svv^earlngham, that

fuch perfons as Dunbar and mylelf exift.

And when I inform you this town is not

ill
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in the extent of onr parole, your curio-

flty no doubt will be excited, as to the

caufe of my being at it j and your fur-

prize will be no lefs, on being informed

tliat the whole army are on their march,

Congrefs being apprehenfive, from Lord

Cornwallis's over-running the Carolinas,

that it is his Lordfliip's intention, by

forced marches, to retake our army.

About fix weeks ago we began our march

from Charlottefville Barracks, the army

moving in the fame manner as we left

New England > but as to the place of our

deflination, that is yet unknown : we un-

derftand it is to fome of the northern

provinces. At prefent we remain here,

till a matter in difpute is adjufted by Con-

grefs between this province and Maryland,

as the latter abfolutely refufed the army's

entering that ftate, apprehenfive we were

to remain there j in confequence of which

fuch a body of men would greatly diftrefs

Vol. II. H h the
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the inhabitants in (o finall a province;,

and they aftuaily, in arms, oppolTed oar

croffing the Potowmack.

You may naturally conclude the mur-

murs of the officers were great, having

been given to underfland that they were

to remain at the Barracks till exchanged j

and many had laid out coniiderable fums

to render their log huts comfortable a-

gainfl the approaching vv^inter, as they

had fufFered feverely from the cold during

the lafl:, being unable to keep a fufficient

fire without imminent danger, as the

chimneys were built, as is the cuftom of

the country, with wood j and therefore,

to remove all fears of any accident, moffc

of the officers had ftone ones erected.

You will fcarcelv credit it, when I tell

you my miferable log hut, that was not

more than fixteen feet fqiiare, cofl be-

tween thirty and forty guineas in eredl-

ing. Some officers, who had leconciled

their
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their minds, with an idea that they fliould

not be exchanged till the termination of

the war, had laid out great fums in mak-

ing themfelves comfortable habitations ;

for the Barracks became a little town, and

there being more fociety, mofl of the of-

ficers had reforted there. The great ob-

je6lion to refiding at them, on our firfl

arrival, was on account of the confined

fituation, being not only furrounded, but

even in the woods themfelves. I am apt

to think that Col. Harvey, the proprietor

of the eftate, will reap great advantage, if

the province fhould not ; as the army en-

tirely cleared a fpace of fix miles in cir-

cumference round the Barracks.

After w^e quitted the Barracks, the in-

habitants were near a week in deftroying

the cats that were left behind, which, im-

pelled by hunger, had gone into the woods,

and being fo numerous, they were appre-

lienfive, by their encreafe, they would in

H h a a fhort
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a fhort time be unable to extirpate ; ex-

clufive of which, there was reafon to fup-

pofe they would become extremely wild

and ferocious, and would be a great an-

noyance to their poultry.

We. crofTed the Pignet Ridge, or more

properly the Blue Mountains, at Wood's

Gap, and though they are (jpnfiderably

loftier than thofe we eroded in Conne61:i-

cut, termed the Green Mountains, w& did

not meet with fo many difficulties j in

Ihort, you fcarcely perceive, till you are

upon the fummit, that you are gaining

an eminence, much lefs one that is of

fuch a prodigious height, owing to the

judicious manner that the inhabitants have

made the road, which, by its winding,

renders the afcent extremely eafy.

*

After travelling near a mile through a

thick w^ood, before you gain the fummit

of thefe mountains, when you reach the

top
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lop you are fuddcnly furprized with an

unbounded profpe.61, that ftrikes you with

aw€ and amazement. At the foot of the

mountains runs a beautiful river j be-

yond it a very extenfive plain, interfperfed

with a variety of objects, to render the

fcene ftill more dehghtful , and about fifty

miles dillant are the lofty Allegany moun-

tains, whofe tops are buried in the clouds.

Winchefter is an irregular built town,

containing between three and four hun-

.dred houfes. It was lafl war, as it is at

prefent, the rendezvous of the Virginian

troops, in excurfions againil the Indians.

By an inhabitant who refided in this town

during the laft war, I was informed, that

before we reached Fort du Quefne, the

country round about it was greatly ra-

vaged by the Indians, who committed hor-

rid barbarities, and the town itfelf was

in great danger, and would certainly have

been levelled with the ground, and its in-

H h 3 habitants
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habitants mafTacred, had not Col. Wafli-^

ington (the prefent famous General)

erefted a fort upon an eminence at the

north end of the town, that fully protect-

ed it ; notwithftanding the Indians were

fo bold as to venture in light of the town,

but never within reach of the fort.

The remains of this fort are ftill to be

traced. It appears to have been a regular

fquare fortification, with baflions at each

angle, and the length of the curtain be-

tween eighty and ninety feet. The bar-

racks are fbill remaining, which will con-

tain, with eafe and comfort, near five

hundred men, but upon an emergency

would contain twice as many, as is the

cafe at prefent, there being near that num-

ber of our foldiers now quartered in them.

Thefe barracks are conflru6led of logs, in

the nature of thofe at Charlottefville, but

upon a far more extenfive fcale. Since

the, commencement of the war, the Ame-

ricans
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rkaiis have pickettcd' tbera in, and con-

verted them into a place of fecurity for

pnfoners of war. There appears to have

been fome attempts to make a dry ditchr

round the fort ; but from the rock being

impenetrable, it Could not be accom-

plilhed.

The water at Winchefter is very unplea-

fant to the tafte, which I am induced to

believe arifes from the limy nature of the

foil.:, It afFecls ftrangers with exceffive

gripings,. which we feverely feltj and it

was laughable enough to obferve our

morning falutations, accofling each other

with face-s diilorted with pain, and execrat-

ing the water and the country in general.

The inhabitants, fay that it is a fpecific

againfl many difeafes.

It was. no little moi*|tjfication tp be, in-

formed, . that within' a ,day's ride of each

from Wincheiler, were a number of na-

H h 4 tural
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tural curioflties, and that we were debar-

red from vifiting them. Therefore I mufl

defcribe them after the manner they were

related to me by one of the inhabitants.

About thirty miles from Augufta Court

Houfe, there is a rock, which the inhabi-

tants fay was that which Mofes ftruck

with his rod, for out of the fide of it

burfts a torrent of water ; and what adds

to its beauty, the water, after running

fome diftance through a meadow, rufhes

dov/n a perpendicular precipice near two

hundred feet deep.

Twenty miles from this place there is a

moft curious cave, running near a mile

under a rock, in which are phasnomena

that I mufl leave phiiofophers to account

for. Thefe are two fprings, the one be-

ing equal in heat to the warmeft bath, and

the other equal to the coldeft ; they are

about a foot afunder, and feparated by the

natural
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natural rock. As both fprings poflef?

many medicinal virtues, fo each of them

is made into convenient baths.

Near thefe fprings is a river, which in

feme meafure refembles the river Mole:

the only difference being, that the Mole,

although it lofes itfelf under ground, at

fome miles diilant makes its appearance

again J whereas this river finks under a

mountain and never more rifes, and there-

fore is very juftly called Lofl River.

Two natural curiofities, within a morn-

ing's ride of Winchefler, we did obtain

permifTion to vifit. The one was a cave

or well, formed by nature j at certain pe-

riods a perfon may defcend near two hun-

dred yards, and at others it overflows in

great abundance ; by the inhabitants it is

called the tide well, in allufion to its ebb-

ing and flowing. What confiderably adds

to this wonderful produ6lion of nature is,

that
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that for many miles around there is nei-

ther mountains, nor any running water,

and it is fituated in a level country. Th§
other, although confidered a curiolity in

this country, cannot be deemed fo by thofe

who have viiited the Peak in Derbyfliire
j

it being fix or feven caves in a rock, that

communi(;ate with each other.

The Americans, for a length of time,

flattered themfelves that. France would feni

fuccours and affift them, which report we
confidered merely raifed to revive the fpi-

rit of the people, and to roufe them from

their lethargy ^ for at the commencement:

of the prefent year, their affairs were in

fuch a ftate, that the majority were to-

tally indifferent on which fide the Qonteft

would terminate, fenfible that their fitua-

tion could not be more diitieifing. But o

thofe flrongly attached to the caufe of

America, judge how their hopes mull: have

been revived, when intelligence came that

France
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France had actually fent them fuccours,

-with aflurances of affifting them in the

moft efFe6lual manner. From this period

the Americans vauntingly boaft, that it is

impofTible for Great Britain to overcome

them, and that in a fliort time they

fliall witnefs the Britifh armies being

driven from the continent of America.

Equally as this intelligence raifed their fpi-

rits, fo did it deprefs ours ; naturally con-

cluding; that although France might take

advantage of our unhappy conteft v^^ith the

Colonies, by feizing on our territories ei-

ther in the EafI: or Weft Indies, fhe would

not have been the abettor of Rebelhon,

efpecially when it is confidered (he had ter-

ritories of her own nearly in the fame

predicament. But France ! France ! forry

am I to fay it, to gain a fuperiority

in political intrigues, you are indiffer-

ent by what arts or means it is aci

compliflied.

In
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In a former letter I defcribed what an

amazing flrong mode of defence block-

houfes were ; and a tranfaftion has

lately occurred, that not only reflects the

highefl encomiums of honor and bravery

on thofe that defended it, but is a very

convincing proof of the veracity of my
afTertion.

This block-houfe was ere6led by a party

of feventy American Loyalifts, that took

poll on the fhore of Hudfon's River, op-

pofite New York, to fccure them from a

furprize, or fudden incurfion of Wafhing-

ton's army, and not without jufl: caufe of

apprehenlion j for a moft furious attack

was made upon them by near two thou-

fand of the Americans, with {qvqii pieces

of cannon, commanded by Gen. Wayne,

and notwithftanding a cannonade of three

hours, almoil every fliot of which perfo-

rated the timbers, and feveral attempts to

carry the place by aliault, the enemy were

repulfcd
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repulfed with great lofs, leaving behind

many killed and wounded j and on their

retreat the brave feventy purfued them,

took feveral prilbnerSj and regained fome

cattle that they had plundered from the

neighbouring plantations.

By an officer juft left Wafliington's

camp, we have received the melancholy

account of the death of Major Andre, the

Adjutant General of the Britifli army,

who was taken as a fpy, in negoclating a

bufmefs with Gen. Arnold, which, if it

had fucceeded, v/ould have nearly been

the overthrow of the Americans. This

officer .was prefcnt at his execution, who

faid, that he met his fate with that cou-

rage and manlinefs of behaviour, that

deeply affected every one prefent, and that

his fevere deftiny was univerfally lament-

ed : fo much was he efteemed, that Gen.

Wafliington fhed tears when the rigorous

fentence was put in execution. When he

found
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found that his fate was inevitably fixed

and determined, and that all interceflions

and every exertion of Sir Henry Clinton,

to fave his life, were in vain, he became

perfectly refigned ; fo extremely compofed

was his mind, that the night previous to

his execution, he drew the fituation of the

Vulture (loop, as fhe lay in the North Ri-

ver, with a view of Weft Point, which he

fent by his fervant to a general officer at

New York. The only thing that any way

difcompofed him, or ruffled his mind, and"

at which his feelings appeared hurt, was

the refufal of Gen. Wadiington to let him

die a military death. In regard to this

circumftance, the officer informed us, that

Gen. Walhington v/oukl have granted his

requeft ; but, on confulting the board of

general officers who figned his condemna-

tion, they deemed it necelTary to put that

fentence in force, that was laid down by

the maxims of war; at the fame time

evincing the fmcereft grief, that they

were
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were forced to comply with, and could

not' deviate from, the eftablifhed cufloms

in fuch cafes.

By the account this officer gave us of

his being taken, it appears that Major

Andre was too confident of being out of

danger ; for when the three men that took

him prifoner accofted him, they enquired

whether he was of the Upper or Lower

Party, [Here it is neccflary to explain

thefe to you—the Upper Party confifted

of the partizans of the Americans, and the

Lov/er Party of the American Loyal Re-

fugees, they refidc in New York.] he re-

plied of the Lower Party, naturally con-

ceiving, from the fmall diftance he was

from New York, they could be no other 3

upon which they undeceived him, and

faid he muft go with them, for he was

their prifoner. When too late lie per-

ceived his miftake, and endeavoured to

convince them to the contrary, by pro-

ducing
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ducing a paflport which he had obtained

from Gen. Arnold, in the name of John

Anderfon.

This feemed to have its intended efFe61:,

as they releafed him, and fuffered him to

proceed without farther trouble ; but he

not gone many yards, when one of the

young men recollecting that he appeared

greatly confufed, and that there was fome-

thing in the ftranger's face that ftruck

him forcibly with an imprefTion of fome

peculiarity, infifted upon his companions

returning to examine him more ftri<?l;ly.

This recolledion was decifive and fatal

to Andi'e, who was little accullomed to, or

prepared for fuch encounters, as the officer

told us he confefled himfelf, in his letter

to Gen. Wafhington, where he fays, " He
" was too little verfed in deception, to

" praclife it with any degree or hope of

" fuccefsj" for upon thefe young men re-

turning
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teturning back, he ofFered them a confi-

derable puiTe of gold, a very valuable

watch, and innumerable other tempta-

tions, v^ith the fafcinating offers of per-

manent provifions for life, if they would

either let him pafs, or accompany him to

New York. In Vain was every lure, and

every argument i they continued inflexible,

fteady to their purpofe, and condu6led

him prifoner to Wafhington's head quar-

ters i

Had Major Andre, when firfl: accofted,

replied " of the Upper Party," he would

have met with no hindrance. Had they

been, as he fuppofed, of the Lower Party,

he would have been taken prifoner upori

making that declaration, and his perfoii

Would have been eafily recognized upoil

his arrival in New York j but the hafty

declaration, that he was of the Lower

Party, led to his unhappy deftinyi

Vol. IL I i As
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As it is much eafier to point out,ei:rars

than correal them, I fhall quit this me-

lancholy, topic with obferving, that • it is

very evident from tlie, , time Major Andre

undertook his arduous commiffion, till he

met his fevere fate, that he difplayed a

refblution and ilrength of mind requifite

for great adlions, which no doubt would,

at fome future day, have rendered him

an ornament to his profeffion, and, by

fome brilliant atchievement, adored by his

King and Country.

What are termed thefe Upper and Lower

Parties are moflly known to each other,

and pofiefs great inveteracy on both fides

;

and it is no uncommon thing, when two

parties meet, to obferve the neareiV ties

of kindred oppofed to each other. Both

parties range at large between the Britifli

and American lines, and it has more than

once happened, when two parties have

met at the fame place, that there has been

a ceflation
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a cefTation of hoftilities, they have fat

down to a good fupper, and fpent a jovial'

evening. At parting they agree to go in

different diredions, and after a certain

fpecified time have again met and fought

mofl defperately.

The Americans have circulated a report

that there has been a great riot in Lon-

don, that the Members of both Houfes of

Parliament had been grofsly infulted, that

a number of houfes had been burnt and

all the prifons fet open, with other reports

equally as ridiculous. We give the Ame-

ricans great credit for raifnig them, as

their motives are anfwered by it, that of

keeping up the fpirits of the people, and

to imprefs their minds with an idea that

Great Britain muft relinquifh the conteft.

They are too abfurd to be credited by

an Englifliman. Pray be particular in

your next, if fuch a thing has really hap-

pened,-which it is almoft too abfurd to

I i 2 fuppofe*
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fuppofe. Surely we have enemies enough

to contend with abroad, without any broils

at home. It is really too ridiculous and

abfurd to imagine that fuch an event has

taken place, or to give it a moment's

thought.

Yours, &c.

LET-
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LETTER LXXII.

Frederick*s Toivfi, Maryland/, April 12, 1781,

MY DEAR FRIEND,

N a few days after my lall letter we left

Winchefter, to proceed on our march

to this place, it being fettled by Congrefs

thai: the army is to remain here till fome

fituation fnould be fixed on ; but the in-

habitants think this only a deception, to

grant permiiTion for entering the province,

and that we are to remain in this town.

Quitting Winchefter, we recrofled the

Blue Ridge at Williams's Gap, and in our

I i 3 march
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march to this place there was little wor-

thy notice, except the Shennando River,

which is exceedingly romantic and beauti-

ful, with a variety of falls j and the wa-

ter is fo tranfparent, that the pebbles may

be feen at the depth of feven or eight feet.

There are plenty of trout and other fifh

;

but it is not navigable even for canoes, on,,

account of the innumerable rocks that are

under water ; and, in tranfporting goods

down the river, the inhabitants make ufe

of rafts. When we crolled, it was nearly

frozen over.

Upon our arrival in this town, I was n6t

fo fortunate in obtaining fuch comfort-'

able quarters, as when I laft pafl: through

it J being obliged to put up at a mifer^ble

dirty tavern, with two other officers, at

which we remained till the final determi-

nation of Congrefs, as it was fully thought

we were to proceed further to the north-

Ward*
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We remained only nine days at this

tavern, and upon quitting it the landlord

gave us the following curious Bill, which I

fend you by way of fpecimen of the Ame-

rican mode of charging.

1780. Lieut. Anberry, D^
Dec. 19. To 3 breakfaftes a 12 dollars - j^. 13 10 o

T05 dittofor fervants a 10 dollars 18 15 o

To mug fyder 30. 8 quarts oats a i ^

dollar 90 -
'

- - 6 c o

To 3 diners a 15 dollars £.16 17 6.

I quart beer 45 - - 19 2 6

To 3 fupers ait dollars £. i^ loo.

ditto fervants j^. 18 15 o - 32 5 o

To 9 quarts oats 513. 2 fupers fer-

- vants 75 - - 9 16 3

20. To 1 lodging 30. ftabling and hay 3

^ '^ horfes a 12 dollars 13 10 o - 15 o o

Tb 9 quarts 6atS'5 13. 3 breakfafts

13 10 o - - 18 II 3

To 3 breakfafls for fervants 1150.
mug fyder 30 - - 12 15 o

To 4 diners a 15 dollars 22 10 4. 4 do.

fervants 1500 - - - 37100
To 9 quarts oats 513. 2 mugs fyder

60. 2 do. beer 90 - - 12 11 3

To 3 fupers 13 100. ditto for fervants

1150 - - - 24 15 o



483 INTERIOR TRAVELS

To 9 quarts oats 513 - - 5^3
21. Stabling and hay 3 horfesday and night 20 5 o

To lodging 30 a 15 ds. 3 ditto a 12

ds. 13 10 o - T T 15 o o

To 3 mugs beer 6 15 o. nmgfyder 30 850
To 9 quarts oats 5 i 3. 9 qts. ditto

5 I 3. ditto 513 - 15 3 9
To 3 fupers a 12 ds. 13 10 o. ditto

for fervants 1150 - 2415P
22. To lodging 30. ftabling and hay 3

horfes day and night 20 00 - 21 15 o

To 3 quarts oats 513' 3 breakfafts

13 10 o - - - 18 n 3

To 3 breakfafts for fervants 1150 ii 50
To 18 quarts oats 1026. diners 16176 27 00
To 2 mugs fyder 60. mug beer 45 S 5 O.

To 3 fupers 13 iq o r r 13 10 Q

23. To lodging 30. ftabling and hay 3

horfes day and night 20 00 - 21159
To 9 quarts oats 5 13. 3 breakfafts

13 10 o - - iS II ^

To 18 quarts oats 10 2 6. 3 diner?

16 17 6 - * 27 o o

T9 I mug fyder 30. mug beer 45 - 3 ^5 Q

To 3 fupers 13 10 r , 13 10

24. To lodging 30, ftabling and hay for

3 horfes day and night 20 oq - 2115Q
To 3 breakfafts 13 10. 15 quts oats

^ H 3 - - 21 u 5

Tp corn 10 quts 7 10 o. Diners

i(i 17 6 -, - 24 7 ^
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To 2 mugs beer 90. 1 mug fyder 30 600
To 4 fupers 1 8 o o - - 18 o o

25. To lodging 30- ftabling and hay 3

horfes day and night 20 00 - 21150
To 3 breakfafts 13 10 o. 3 diners

16 17 6 - - 30 7 6

To 32 quarts oats 18 o p. 3 fupers

13 10 o - ^ 31 10 o

26. To lodging 30. ftabling ai^l hay 3

horfes day and night 20 o o - 21 15 o

To 3 breakfafts 13 10 o. 2 diners

II 5 o - - 24 15 O

To 3 mugs beer 90. mug fyder 30

yefterday - • 609
To mug fyder 30. diner 5 12 6. Bowl

tody 60 - - 1026
To 2 quarts oats 22 6 - 126

730 10 o

To 4 quarts ditto 45 - 25
True balance /"• 732 15 o

To the hier of the dineing room, hard

money - - i ij

Errors excepted.

Per ROB. WOOD.

J^, the 3d. 17S1. Reed of Mr.Thos. Am^
berry. Seven hundred and tliirty-two Pound fif-

teen Shillings, in full for the Paper Currency Ac-

count above.

Per ROB. WOOD.



49^ INTERIOR TRAVELS

After perufing' the articles of the 'bill,

and finding them juft:, as was cuftomary,

I afked the landlord what he would allow

in exchange for hard money. He, being

a flaunch American, flew into a violent

paffion, faying, " He was furprized I

" fhould make him fuch an offer j that

*' there were rafcals enough already to

** ruin their country, by felling and traf-

" ficking in paper J and that, for his part,

*' he knew no difference between Con-

*' grefs money and King George's." I

begged him to be pacified ; that in half

an hour I would fettle his bill; when,

with the utmofl infolence, he replied, " I

*' fwear now, if it an't fettled by twelve

" o'clock, I fwear I'll fend the fheriff af-

*' ter you, and you'll foon fee the in fide of

" that place," pointing to the prifon op*

•' pofite his houfe."

You'll no doubt be furprized, that, for

the fellow's impei-tinence, I did not give him

a horfe-
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a horfe-whipping, which, had it been in

England, a landlord would hardly have

efcaped. But, my dear Friend, we are be-

come perfect Stoics, and it requires an

infinite torture to ruffle our temper in

the leaft. We have fo long been accuf-

tomed to ill language and infolence from

the inferior fort, that we really pay no

more attention to it, than Gen. Phillips

obferved we fhould to the cackling of fo

many geefe.

- On my quitting the fellow to go in

fearch of paper money, it occurred to me

that he might employ fome one to watch

over me. I therefore went to the barracks

and fent a ferjeant, vvho foon came back,

when I returned and paid him his bill of

feven hundred and thirty-two pounds fif-

teen lliillings 3 and obferving the item of

one pound fifteen fliillings in hard money,

I tendered him the fum in paper, retort-

ing upon him his own words, that he

knew
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knew of no clifllnclion. The fellow ap-

peared much confounded and afliamedj

but as the charge was an agreement with

his wife, who was to have it as a perqui-

fite, for the entire ufe of the room, I paid

the half-joe exclufive of the bill : no doubt

the fellow would not have made the leaft

fcruple of confciencc to have taken the

whole amount in fpecie.

Your curiofity is raifed to know at what

rate I purchafed the paper money to dif-

charge the bill. Know then, that the

enormous fum of feven hundred and thir-

ty-two pounds fihecn Ihillings, I dif-

charged for about four guineas and a

half. After this I think I need not men-

tion any thing more of the depreciation

of paper money.

It being determined by Congrefs that

the army is to make fomc reiidence in

this town, the men are quartered in very

corHfoi table
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comfortable barracks, that were built by

the Americans fince the commencement

of the war, are better fupplied with pro-

vifions, and allowed many privileges,

fuch as working for die inhabitants per-

mitted to go into the country to pur-

chafe vegetables, &c. and fnice the men

have been prifoners they have never en-

joyed fo many comforts. Such treat-

ment is more likely to have the defired

effed of Congrefs than ill ufage, in tempt-

ing them to defert. So prevalent, indeed,

has been defertion in our regiment, that

it is now reduced to fixty men, includ-

ing non-commiffioned officers, and the

other regimicnts are in proportion, all of

which, in Canada, muiiered four hundred

and fifty.

The officers are quartered in the town

and plantations around. My quarters

are at a Col. Beattie's, of the militia, who,

though ftrongly attached to the American

caufe,
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caufcj having a fon in the Maryland re-

giment, in General Greene's army, is not

without a penchant for a Httle of the

true touchjione. The plea he makes to his

countrymen for admitting us into his

houfe is, that as he has a large family

and mufl provide for them in the bell

manner pofilble,

Siuce our arrival in this province a

perfon has introduced himfelf to the of-

ficers as a clergyman, ajid as one flrongly

attached to the Britifli government. The

inhabitants fay that he was never ordain-

ed, and that he has created much confu-

fion in various families by difavowing

their marriage, he having no right to

perform the ceremony. This has cut out

abundance of work for the limbs of the

law. He dill performs Divine (ervice at

various churches, with all their regu-

lar duties. Whether his political prin-

ciples are put on for the fake of our com-

pany
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pany and a little conviviality, I cannot

pretend to fay 5 but this much I can af-

firm as to his religious ones, that he fol-

lows St. Paul to a tittle, being " all things

to al^^.kien:.^ for he will' fwear vi^ith thofe

that fwear, and drink with thofe that

di'ink*

a ffKrlt I

\ -'ivy-.; .. .

'Yours, &c.

1^1 i u

I. E T^
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LETTER LXXIlt

Colonel Beatite^s Plantation^ near TreJerick

To'Vin, in Maryland, July 1 1, 1 78 1,

MY DEAR FRIEND,

'TVfC^THING v/ill more fully lllaflrate

•*• the tyranny and oppreflion of Con-

grefs and its upflarts in power, than re-

citing two of the moft flagrant a£ts of

injuflice, at the houfe of one Taylor, a

Quaker, where Capt. Jamefon, of our re-

giment, is quartered. One of the collec-

tors, for a tax of forty-eight ihillings,

took from the liable a beautiful horfe,

worth near thirty guineas ; and for ano-

tlier of about five or fix pounds, they

brought



THROUGH AMERICA. 497

brought carts, and conveyed away a large

flack of hay, of near forty pounds vakie.

This paflive man (who, I fhould inform

you, was a true friend to Government,

and in confequence greatly perfecuted)

made no other complaint than, *' Well,

** let them take—let them take all my
" flock, my farm, and turn me out of my
" houfe, I have that by me that will never

" let me want in my old age."

From his attachment to his Sovereign,*

and fpeaking his fentiments, he was con-

tinually threatened with imprifonment

;

but that, and every other perfecUtion, he

would bear with the utmoft chearfulnefs

and refignation, concordant to the prin-

ciples of his religion. Neverthelefs, at

times, the poor old man would fetch a

heavy figh, as if his heart was burfling

with grief, and exclaim, " Ah, well-a-day I

'' little did I think, after the labor of my

Vol. II. K k " youth.
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" youth, and training up a large family In

" the fear of the Lord, this would have

" been the reward of my old age, There^

" friend, (pointing to fome extenfive mea-

*' dows that were before his houfe) with

*' thefe hands did I clear that ground, and

" many a weary night have I worked by

" light of pine wood, ta leave my chil-

" dren an inheritance, which is daily threa-

*' tened to be taken from me." Here his-

fortitude would be overcome 5 and, after

a little refpite, his final exclamation was^

" The Lord's will be done."

Ohy Americans ! if this is the bafis

on which you are to eilabiiih your in-

dependence, furely you muft think there

will be a day of retribution ! And though

it may not fall on your heads, the next

generation may have caufe to curfe the

calamities their forefathers have brought

on them.

We
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We daily expe6l to remove from this

province, on account of the movements

of Lord Cornwallis's army, which we un-

derftand is forming a junftion with the

troops landed in Virginia, under the com-

mand of Gen. Phillips and Gen. Arnold,

and this ftate are not without apprehen-

fions of a defcent being made by the King's

forces. Therefore to impede this progrefs>

Gen. WaOiington has detached two ftrong

bodies, one of continental troops, under

the command of the Marquis de la Fay-

ette, and the other confifting of the Pen-

fylvania line, under Gen. Wayne. They

pafled thro' Frederick Town laft month,

and appeared to be moflly Scotch and Irilh,

with a great number of blacks. They

were badly cloathed, and fo extremely

mutinuous and difcontented, that their

officers were afraid to truft them with

ammunition. I obferved that they wore

black and v/hite cockades ; the ground be-

ing the firft color and the relief of the

K k 2; other.
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Other. On enquiring tlie caufe, a very

pompous American replied, " It was a

*' compliment to, and a fymbol of aftec-

" tion for, their generous and magnani-

" mous alEes the French."

Our quarters have been rendered very

difagreeable to us by an unpleaiant cir-

cumflance, the death of the Colonel's fon,

who was killed at the battle of Camden,

in the Carolinas. He, as v^^eli as the whole

family, have taken it much to heart, and

the houfe has been ever fnice a fcene

of lamentation. What renders- it ftill morc

difagreeable is, whenever we meet the Ca-

Lonel, he feems extremely anxious to be

revenged upon us. We are feeking out for

other quarters, but they are very difficult.

to be obtained.

At Eaftcr holidays the young people

have a cuftom, in this province, of boil-

ing eggs in logwood, which dyes the fliell

crimfon,
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crimfon, and though this colour will not

rub off, you may, with a pin, fcratch on

them any figure or device you think pro-

per. This is pra6lifed by the young men

and maidens, who prefent them to each

other as love tokens. As thefe eggs are

boiled a confiderable time to take the dye,

the fliell acquires great ftrength, and the

little children divert themfelvcs by ftriking

the eggs againft ' each other, and that

which breaks becomes the property of

him who^e egg remains whole.

To imprefs the minds of his children

with their glorious ftruggle for indepen-

dence, as they term it, the Colonel has an

^^g, on which is engraved the battle of

Bunker's Hill. This he takes infinite pains

to explain to his children, but will not

iuffier them to touch it, being the per-

formance of his fon gone to camp ; but

now being (lain, he prcferves it as a relic.

The Colonel favoured us with a fjght of

K k
3

it.
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it, and, confidering the fmall fpace, the

battle is very accurately delineated.

As we imagined, orders are arrived for

the removal of the army to York Town

and Lancafter, at which places the officers

are to be feparated from the foldiers, and

are to be quartered at Eaft Windfor in

Connefticut. Brigadier Gen. Hamilton

has exprelTed great difpleafure at this fe-

paration, which is direftly againft the

terms of the convention j but after Con-

grefs have broke the moit elTential point,

jt is vain to remonftrate againll: fuch pro-

ceedings. We are now in their power,

and they a6l with us as beft fuits their

plan. The General gave out in orders,

that '^f it was the defire of the troops, he

would proteft to Congrefs againft the fe-

paration j at the fame time adding, he well

knew it would be in vain. He ftrongly

recommended the foldiers to behave in

every reipecl the fame as if their officers

were
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were prefent, and, though feparated^ tliey

fliould remember that fubordination was

due to the non-commifiioned officers, who

ftill had authority over them. The Ge*

neral lamented that he was unable to fur-

ni(h fupphes of cloathing and other ne-

ceflariesj therefore directed officers who

had the payment of companies, to fettle

the men's accounts, and give them tlieir

balance to provide thcmfelves, which mod

of them will be enabled to do, as the ge-

nerality have twenty or thirty pounds to

^•eceive. To military men it will appear

furprizing, but there was a private in the

<:ompany I paid who had forty-five pounds

due to lijm.

The troops have greatly diminifhed fince

they came to Frederick Town, not only

by defertion but death, as numbers have

fell a facrifice to fpirit^, which are eafily

procured and at a cheap rate, as there

are abundance of ftills around the coun-

K k 4 try.
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try, and the foldiers were in a continued

flate of intoxication. I need not tell you

of the inordinate paffion that foldiers in

-general have for liquor, and what a diffi-

cult matter it is to rellrain them from it s

but where it is continually before them,

next to an impoffibility. Within this

fortnight we have loft two in a moft me-

lancholy way, who, during the abfence of

the man that attended a ftill on the Colo-

nel's plantation, drank the liquor hot out

of the pipe, and the next morning were

found dead in their beds.

In a few days we fet out on our march.

If an opportunity occurs, I will write to

you from Lancafter ; but you may depend,

upon my arrival in Conne6licut, to hear

from

Your's, &c.

I have
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I have unfealed this Letter, juft to add

a melancholy Poftfcript, of which we have

this moment received tidings, the lofs- of

that brave officer General Phillips, who

died iaft month of a fever at Richmond.

His fkill and knov/ledge in all military-

concerns, not only in his early days re-

ceived the approbation of that great com-

mander Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick,

on various occafions in the laft war in

Germany ; but juftified fuch commenda-

tion by every part of his fubfequent con-

duel : particularly in the unequalled du-

ties, toils, dangers and hardfliips of our

campaign. A circumftance attended his

death, fimilar to the inhumanity that the

Americans difplayed at the interment of

General Frazer. For them, whom we fup-

pofe were exafperated, fome excufe may be

pleaded ; but that the Marquis de la Fay-

ette, whofe nation is fo confplcuous for

the quinteQence oiles petits attentions^ fliould

be guilty of fuch conduct, is aftonifliing.

For
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G^ For notwithftandlng a flag of true was

lent to inform him, that acrofs the river,

at fuch a houfe, General Phillips lay dan-

geroufly ill, and at the point of death,

and to ceafe cannonading. This i*e-

queft vi^as denied, an incefiant fire was

kept up, feveral balls went through the

houfe, and one through the adjoining room

to where General Phillips lay, juft as he

was breathing his laft, which difturbing

him, he exclaimed, " My God, 'tis cruel,

" they will not let me die in peace.".

LET-
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LETTER LXXIV,

Bafi Windfort in Conne£lictU^ Sept, 2, 178U

MY DFAR FRIEND,

DISTRESSING and humiliating as the

fcene was, when we commanded our

men to pile up their arms and abandon

them on the plain of Saratoga, ft ill much

greater was the feparation of the officers

from the men at Lancafter. On the morn-

ing it took place the regiments were pa-

raded near the barracks, which are pick-

eted in, and converted into a prifon. At

a fmall diftance was drawn up a regiment

of continental troops, the Colonel of which

behaved
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behaved extremely polite, faying, he fliould

not march the Britilh troops to the bar-

racks, till their ofiicers informed him they

v^ere ready. When the Colonel was in-

formed he might march the men, the A-

merican troops, forming a fquare around

the Britilh foldiers, conduced them to the

prifon.

The fight was too deeply affecting, and

we hailened from the fpot. Could you have

feen the faces of duty, refpe6l, love and de-

fpair, you would carry the remembrance to

the grave. It was the parting of child and

parent, the feparation of foul and body-

it effecled that which the united force of

inclement feafons, hunger and thirfl, in^

ceffant barbarity, adverfe fortune, and A-r

merican infults heaped together, could ne-

ver have effe6led—it drew tears from the

eyes of veterans, who would rather have

fhed their blood. As far as founds could

convey, we heard a reiteration of " God
" blefs
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*' blefs your Honors." It was fucha fcene

as mufl: leave an everlafting impreflion on

the mind. To behold fo many men, who

had bravely fought by our fide—who in

all their fufferings looked up to us for

prote61:ion, forced from us into a prifon,

where, experiencing every feverity, per-

haps famifliing for want of food, and

ready to periih with cold, they had no

one to look up to for redrefs, and little to

expe6l from the humanity of Americans,

It was extremely vexatious to be again

difappointed in vifiting Philadelphia, ef-

pecially when in fight of it ; but all en-

treaties to the Major who efcorted us, for

indulgence, were in vain. However we

received fome little compcnfation in pall-

ing through Bethelem, at which place is

a fettlement of the Moravians.

The tavern at Betliclem is upon an

exceeding good plan, and well calculated

for
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for the convenience and accommodation

of travellers. The building, w^hich is very

extenfive, is divided throughout by a paf-

fage of near thirty feet "^A/ide. On each

fide are convenient apartments, confining

of a fitting room, which leads into two

feparate bed-chambers. All thefe rooms

are well lighted, and have fire-places in

them. On your arrival you are conducted

to one of thefe apartments, and delivered

tlie key, fo that you are as free from inter-

ruption as if in your own houfe. Every

other accommodation was equal to the

firft tavern in London. You may be fure

our furprize was not little, after having

been accuftomed to fuch miferable fare at

other ordinaries, to fee a larder difplayed

with plenty of fiili, fowl and game.

Another matter of equal furprize, as

we had not met with fuch a thing in all

our travels, was excellent v;ines of all

forts, which to us was a moft delicious

treat, not having tafled any fnice we left

Bofton i
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Bollon ; for notwithflanding the fplendor

and elegance of feveral families we vifited

in Virginia, wine was a fbranger to their

tables. For every apartment a fervant is

appointed to attend, whofe fole bufmeft;

is to wait on the company belonging to it,

and who is as much your fer\^nt, during

your ilay, as one of your own domeftics.

The accommodation for horfes is equal,

with fervants to attend them. In fliort,

in laying out the plan of this tavern, they

feem folely to have iludied the eafe, com-

fort and convenience of travellers, and is

built upon fuch an extenfive fcale, that it

can with eafe accommodate one hundred

and fixty perfons. General Phillips was

fo much delighted with it, that after he

quitted Virginia, not being permitted to go

to New York, on account of fome military

operations that were on foot in the Jerfeys,

he returned back near forty miles to take

up his refidence a^t it, merely on account

of the accommodations.

The
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The landlord accompanied us to the in^

tendant, or the head of the fociety, who

with great politenefs fhewed us every thing

worthy of obfcrvation on the fettlement*

The firjO: place he conducted us tci was

the houfe of the fmgle women, which is a

fpacious flone building, divided, fimilar to

the tavern, into large chambers, which

are, after the German mode, heated with

floves. In thefe the young women pur-

fue various domeflic employments, and

fome are employed in fancy and orna-

mental work 3 in all their apartments are

various mufical inflruments. The fuper-

intendant of thefe young women condu6l-

ed us to the apartment where they flept,

which is a large vaulted room the whole

dimenfion of the buildings, in w^hich

were beds for every woman . The women

dine in a large hall, in which is a hand-

fome organ, and the walls adorned with

fcripture pieces, painted by fome of the

women
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Women who formerly belonged to the fo-

ciety. This hall anfwers the purpofe of a

refe6lory and chapel : but on Sundays

they attend worfliip at the great church,

which is a neat and fimple building.

The houfe of the fmgle men is upon

the fame principle as that of the women

;

upon the roof of which is a Belvidere,

from whence you have not only a moft

delightful profpe6l, but a diftincl view of

the whole fettlement. We obferved that

the building was much defaced, which

the fuperintendant informed us v/as occa-

fioned by the Americans taking it from

the young men, and converting it into an

hofpital for the fick and wounded, after

the battle of GermantoWn^ and, added

he, " it is incredible what numbers pe-

" rifhed for want of proper care and at-

" tention, and the hofpital being ill fup-

" plied with drugs." Pointing to an ad-

joining field, he faid, " There lie buried

Vol. II. L 1 " near
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" near feven or eight hundred of the A-
" merican foldiers, who died here during:

" the winter."

All manner of trades and manufa6lures

are carried on in this place ditlinftly, -and

one of each branch ; at thefe various oc-

cupations the young men are employed.

Every one contributes his labor, and the

profits arifing from each goes to the gene-

ral ftock. Thefe young men receive no

wages, but are fupplied with all necefTa-

ries from the various branches of trade»

They have no cares about the ufual con-

cerns of life, and their whole time is fpent

in prayer and labor j their only relaxation

being concerts, which they perform every

evening.

Thefe people, who are extremely fhrewd

and fenfible, in a manner forefeeing the ill

confequences attending a civil war, had,

before its commencement, laid in great

'' quantities
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quantities of European goods, which they

fent to their various farms interfperfed

around the fettlement.

The Moravians are not only very afli-

duous, but ingenious too. They have

adopted a fort of marriage, but from the

manner of its celebration you cannot fup-

pofe that mutual tender endearments and

happinefs to fubfift between the parties

united as with us. A young man feels

an inclination to marry, which does not

proceed from ^ny obje6l he is enamoured

with, for he never fees his wife but once

before the ceremony takes place ; it be-

ing contrary to the principles of their re-

ligion to fuppofe it is from the paflions

of nature, but merely to uphold the fo-

ciety, that it may not fink into oblivion.

The young man communicates his incli-

nation to their priefl:, afking of him a girl

to make his wife, wJio confuiting with the

fupehntendant of the young women, Ihe

L 1 2 produces^
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produces her who is next in rotation for

marriage. The prieft prefents her to the

young man, [and leaves them together

for an hour, when he returns. If they

both confent, they are married the next

day. If there is any obje6lion, both their

cafes are very pitiable, but efpecially the

woman's, as flie is put at the end of the

lift, which amounts to near lixty or fe-

ventyj nor does the poor girl ftand the

leaft chance of a hufband till fhe arrives

again at the top, unlefs the m.an feels a

fecond inclination for marriage, for he

never can obtain any other woman than

tlie one with whom he had the firft inter-

view. This, I am induced to think, was

the reafon of there being fuch a number

of old women among the fmgle ones.

Thus you fee, my friend, that marriage

and its inexprelTible enjoyments, are not

the refult of the pafTions, but a mere

piece of mechanifm, fet to work by chance

and ftopt alone by necelFity.

W'ben
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When two parties meet and are united

in marriage, a houfe is provided for them

by the fociety, of which there are great

numbers ai^ound the town j very neat ha-

bitations, with pleafant gardens. Their

childi'en of either fex, at the age of fix,

ards taken from them and placed in the

two feminaries, confequently they can have

little afFeclion for them. When either of

the parties die ; if the woman, the man

returns to the apartments of the fingle

men, and if the man, the widow retires

to a houfe that is built for that purpofe.

The religion of the Moravians refem-

bles more that of the Lutherans than the

Calvinifts ; in one point it greatly differs

from both, by admitting of mufic and picr-

tures in their places of "yvorfhip. Prayer

confl-itutes almoft a third of their em-

ployment ; for exclufive of the daily pub-r

lie devotions in their great church, they

L 1 3 attend
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attend fervice in their own chapels morn^

ing, noon and evening.

Setting afide their ridiculous mode of

entering into the marriage ftate, and which

to them is of little moment, I could not

but reflecl, if content was in this life

they enjoy it. Far from the buftle of a

troublefome world, living in perfect li-

berty, each one purfuing his own ideas

and inclination, and refiding in the moit

delightful fituation imaginable, which is

fo healthy, that they are fubjeci to few, if

any dileafes.

As want is ^ ftranger, fo is vice. Their

total ignorance of the reimed elegancies

of life, precludes any anxiety or regret

that they poiTefs not wealth to enjoy them.

Neverthelefs they poilefs what many are

entire ftrangers to, who are furroundcd

with what are termed bleflings, thofe

true
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true and eflential ones—health and tran-

quility of mind 3 and that you may ever

enjoy them, though no Moravian, in a

high degree of refinement, is the fmcere

wifh of

Yours, &c.

L 1 4 LET-
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LETTER LXXV.

Hartfnxdi in ConneSlicuty Sept. 14, 1781,

MY DEAR FRIEND,

^TpHIS is deemed the capital of this pro-?

"* vince. It Hands on the weft: fide of

the Conne6licut River, and is fituate^

about forty miles from the fea-coall.

We were Ihewn, among other things,

the following curiolities, an houfe built

in the year 1640 of American oak, the

timbers of which wei;e yet found, and al-

mofl in a ilate of petrefacrion. In it was

torn a Jonathan Belcher, Efq. who was

Governor
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Governor of this province as well as of

New Jerfey, and, by his upright admi-

niftration, idohzed by both ftates. The

fecond was an elm tree, held as fa-

cred as ever the oak was in the days of

the antient bards of our own country the

druids ; as this elm, in fome time of im-

minent danger, concealed the charter of

the province. The third was a moft won-

derful well, which being dug near feventy

feet, without the leaft appearance of wa-

ter, the labourers met with a large rock,

and on the miners boring this rock, in

order to blaft it with powder, they drove

the auger through it, upon which the wa-

ter fpouted up with fuch amazing velocity,

that it was with the utmoft difficulty, with

the aflrllance of a number of pumps and

a fire-engine they could keep the well dry

till it was ftoned, which was no fooner

accomplifhed than it filled and ran over,

jind has ever fince fupported, or rather

formed.
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formed, a brook, for above one hundred

years, .

. The inhabitants of Hartford relate a

ludicrous ftory of Whitfield,, who travel-

led America in the hopes of fowing the

feeds of Methodifm upon this continent 3

and, from a fermon he preached at the

great meeting in this ' tov^n, . yoii may be

fure did not gain over the female part of

Jiis ,• congregation j but was infulted, and

obliged to take fhelter in the firfl houfe

that would admit him. The text he had

fele6led was, " Anoint my eyes with ey&-

^' falve," After expatiating for a confix

derable length of time, to point out what

v/as not the true eye-falve, he, in the

ufual cant of thofe fanatic preachers, fays,

" Now I'll tell you what is the real eye-

•* falve~it is faith—it is grace—it is fimpli-

" city—it is vhtue—it is virgin's water.

" But, ah Lord, where can that be foundi

" Perhaps not in this grand aflembly."

At
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At a place called Symfbury are fome cop-

per mines that are exhaufted of their ore,

Hvhich are converted to a ftate dungeon

;

where, formerly, fuch offenders as the Gt-^

jieral Affembly did not chufe to punifli

with death were fent, fliewing the htima^

jiity and mildnefs of the law ; not but, m
my opinion, they would have (hewn it

more eonliderably, by hanging up the un-

fortunate wretch : for in the courfe of a

few months, after lingering out a mifera-

ble exiilence, the diflblution of nature puts

a period to their pain. Thefe mines were

worked many years ago, the miners bor-

ing near half a mile through a mountain,

making large cells that are forty yards be-

Jow the furface. The prifoners ai'e let

dov/n by a windlafs into this difmal ca-

vern, through a hole, which anfwers the

purpofes of conveying their food and air

;

as to light, it fcarcely reaches them. This

place, fmce the commencement of the war^

has been converted to the infamous pur-

pofe
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pofe of imprifoning Loyalifls, to make

them renounce their attachment to their

Sov.ereign, and yield obedience to Con-

grefs ; and I am informed that numbers

have been taken from their houfes, by or^

der of the Aflembly, and after a flight ex^

amination where witneiTes were eafily pro-

cured, either through mahce or intereft,

tliey have been hurried away to this dun-

geon, to drag on a fhort period of pain

and mifery, which, from the number of

fteady fpirits who have been imprifoned

and expired in it, may, with great propria

ety, be called the catacomb of loyalty.

There is an animal fuppofed to be pe-

culiar to New England, called the c^ba.

This animal, as if fenfible that his ta-r

mily rely on him for protedion, is ex-

tremely tender of them, and never for-

fakes them till death diflblves the union.

What further difplays his magnanimity

is, he never indicates the leaft anger to

the
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the female, though ever fo provoked by

her. What a charming leffoii from na-

ture is this to mankind ; and how happy

would the rational part of the creation

become, if they did but purfue the exam-

ples of irrational animals.

Yours, &c.

L E T-
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LETTER LXXVL

Nezv 7'o>'i , Sept. 25, l/Sl*

MY DEAR FRIENDj

NEW Haven is remarkable for hav-

ing given the epithet of pumpkin-^

heads to the New Englanders, which

arofe from a fevere and rehgious code of

laws, made at the hrfl fettlement of Con-

ne6licut j which enjoin every male to

have his hair cat round by a cap, and

when caps were not readily at hand, they

fubftituted the hard fliell of a pumpkin,

which being put on their head every Satur-

day, the hair was cut by it all round the

head.
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head. What religious virtue may be

derived from this cuftom, it is difficuU- to

find out ; certainly
|
there is much pru-

dence in it, for it prevents the hair from

entangling, faves the ufe of bags and

ribbons, and prevents it from incommod-

ing the fight by falling over the eyes. I

am induced to think the cuftom arofe

from this caufe, that as they were fuch

enthufiafls in religion, and at the fame

time a lawlefs and profligate people,
4

thofe who had loft their ears for herefv,

fhould not conceal their misfortune and

difgrace.

We pafTed by a meeting that was fitua-

ted clofe to the fea fhore, which about

three Sundays {\\\zt was furrounded by a

party from Long liland, at the time of

divine fervice, and the rnoft notorious

rebels, with the clergyman, were taken

prifoners. Upon the alarm the confufion

was great, the congregation getting out

as
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as faft as they could, each man taking

the firft horfe he met with, rode away full

gallop. Some of our party, having mount-

ed other horfes, riding after them. An

inhabitant, who refides near the meeting,

informed us that it was a ludicrous fight ;

fome galloping off with their neighbours

horfes, the owner running after to Hop

him J others feeking refuge in an adjoin*

ing wood; women fcreaming, flirieking

and fainting ; and as no mifchief arofe

from it, it muft have been truly laugh-

able.

Upon our arrival at King's Bridge, it is

impoflible to defcribe the emotions of joy

depicled in the countenance of every

one 3 when we had palled the barrier, wc

felt ourfelves once more at liberty and

fafe out of the hands of barbarians ; for fo

many fortuitous circumftances had taken

place from the time we were made prifo-

ners, that, notwithftanding we received an

official
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bfficial accounts of our being exchanged

from the commifTary of prifoners, and

obtained our pafiports, ftill we did not

conceive ourfelves altogether emancipated,

till we had got within the Britifli lines.

The ifland of New York, at King's

Bridge, is joined to the continent by a

fmall wooden bridge, and the country

around is very rocky and mountainous.

The river, which feparates the ifland frorh

the continent, is a fafeguard againft any

fudden invafion of the enemy, and the

Works that are thrown up, which are ex-

ceedingly ftrong, are on fuch comrtiand-

ing fituations, that an army would be cut

to pieces in attempting to pafs it. This

poll is fourteen miles from the city of

New York.

Our fleet is repairing after the aclioii

they have had with the French off Chefa-

peak Bay, and, when in a condition, are

Vol. II. Mm to
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to fail with a confiderable body of troops,

which Sir Henry CUnton is to command

himfelf, In order, if poffible, to fave Lord

Cornwalhs's army. I cannot defcribe the

eagernefs of both navy and army to efFe6t

it, particularly the formerj who are ufmg

the utmofl diligence and labor in the ne-

celTary repairs.

A day or two before we came here.

Prince William Henry arrived from Eng-

land, in the Lion of feventy-four guns,

under the care of Admiral Digby» The

Prince has been on (liorcj. and vifited moft

of the pkces in the city and the pofts a-

round it. He is very flirewd and fenfi-

ble, making many pertinent remarks and

obfervations. Not long fnice he accoiled

Lieut. Bibby, of our regiment, in the fol-

lowing manner :
" Well, Captain Bibby,

" fo you aie in the Adjutant General's

" office. I fuppofe there are handfome

" perquifites." Bibby replied, '' Upon my
*' word.
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" word, youi* Royal Highnefs is mifin-

" formed j for no one in that ofRce has

" more than his bare falary."—" Indeed!"

exclaimed his Royal Highnefs, with fur-

prize :
" Well, well, then you fliould par-

" take of thofe of the Commifiaries and

** Barrack Mafter Generals ^ for, let me
** tell you, they have emoluments enough

" for both."

The city of New York ftands on the

fouthern extremity of the ifland, and its

lituation is extremely delightful ; com-

manding fuch a variety of profpe6ls, as

are the moft charming that can be con-

ceived. The city is moflly built upon

the Eaft River, on account of the harbour.'

In many of the llreets are rows of trees on

each fide, for fhelter from the amazing

heats in fummer. Moll of the houfes are

built with brick, very flrong and neat, and

feveral (lories high ; many of them have

balconies on the roof, where company fit

M m 2 in
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in the funimer evenings, to enjoy thepraf-

pe6l of the oppofite Ihores and harbour

;

and the roofs are covered with fhingles.

The ilreets are paved and clean, but in

general very narrow; there are two or

three, indeed, which are fpacious and airy.

The length of tb^ town is fomewhat more

than a mile, and the breadth of it about

half a mile. The fituation is reckoned

healthy, but fubje6l to one great inconve-

nience, which is the want of frefh water.

There are feveral public buildings, tho*

bpt few deferving attention. There were

two churches, the Old or Trinity Church,

and the New one or St. George's Chapel,

both very large; the former was deilroyed

by fire : by the remains it appears to have

been in the Gothic tafle. The latter is

built upon the model of fome of the new

churches in London, and oppofite to it is

a fpacious fquare, where llands the park

of artillery. Befides thefe two, there are

; feveral



THROUGH AMERICA. 533

ieveral other places of worfhip, confiftlng

oftwo Low Dutch Calvinift churches, two

High, one French ; meeting houfcs for

Lutherans, PrcfbyteriAns, Quakers, Ana-

baptiils, Moravians, and a Jews fynagogue.

There is a very handfome charity fchool

for fixty boys and girls, a good work-

houfe, barracks for a regiment of foldiers,

and an exceeding ftrong prifon. The court-

houfe is not fo confiderable as might be

expe6led for fuch a city, and is now con-

verted into a guard-houfe for the main

guard.

The original fort was quadrangular, ca-

pable of mounting fixty pieces of cannon,

but now there are great additions. In

this fort ftands the governor's palace, and

underneath the fort is a battery capable of

mounting ninety-four guns, and barracks

for two companies of foldiers. Upon a

fmall ifland, oppofite the city, is an hof-

pital for fick and wounded feamen.

M m 3 The
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The North River is fomewhat more

than two miles over to Paulus Hook,

where there is an exceeding ftrong work

oppofite New YcJrk. On account of the

expofure to the north winds, and to the

driving of the ice, in the winter, fhips

cannot anchor there at that feafon of the

year, and therefore lay up in the Eaft Ri-

ver, it being the fafell and befl, though

the fmallell, harbour.

The fea near New York affords great

quantities of oyfters, as well as variety of

other fea fifh, Lobfters were extremely

plentiful, of an enormous fize; but af-

ter the cannonade at Long Ifland they

forfook the coaft, and not one has been

feen fmce. The manner they firft came

upon the coail is rather fmgular, for al-

though New England abounded with

them, none were ever caught here ; but

this city was fupplied by the New Eng-r

landersj who brought them in great welU

boats.
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boats. One of thefe boats coming thro'

the Sound, and palling Hell Gates, a very

dangerous rocky part, ftruck and fpUt to

pieces, and the lobflers efcaped j after

which they multipUed very fail:, and were

caught in great abundance, till frightened

away by the noife of the cannon*

Having mentioned a place with fuch a

tremendous name as Hell Gates,' it may

not be amifs to delcribe it, which I am
enabled the more fully to do, having one

afternoon, with a party, made a trip

up the Sound and pafled this dangerous

fpot. We left New York, with a fair and

ftrong breeze, near upon the height of

tide, as at any other time it is impaflable,

and in about two hours pafled through

Hell Gates. It is really impoffible to do

this, without calling to mind the de-

fcription of Scylla and Charybdis. The

breadth of the Sound at this place is about

half a mile, but the channel is very nar-

M m 4 row.
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row, not exceeding eighty yards. The

water rufhes with great rapidity and in

various currents, only one of which will

carry a vefTel through with fafety ; for on

onp fide therp is a fhoal of rocks, that

juft make their appearance above the wai-

ter, and on the other a dreadful vortex,

produced by a rock lying about nine feet

iipder the furface, whjch is termed the

pot, and draws and fwallqws every thing

that approaches it, dafhing them to pieces

ypon the rock at the bottom 3 at ftated

times of the tide this tremendous whirl-

pool boils furioufly like a pot, and at

others fiifcks every thing into it like a fun^

Nearly oppofite to Hell Gates lies ano-

ther reef of rocks, which, that it may bear

fome referublance of horror, is named the

Devil's Frying Pan. The noife made by

the water in rulhing over them, may
be compared to that of water poured

upon
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upon red hot iron. This alfo draws vef-

fels towards it, to their inevitable deiirue-

tion.

There are exceeding fkilful pilots to

navigate through thefe dangerous llraits,

jiotwithitanding which ihips are frequently

lofl. Before the war, it was deemed an

impofllbility for a top-fail veflel to pafs

;

but fince the commencement, fleets of

tranfports, and the frigates that convoyed

them, have ventured and accomplifhed it.

But what is ftill more extraordinary,

and difplays a noble inftance of courage

and intrepidity, that gallant feaman, Sir

James Wallace, conduced his Majefty's

fhip the Experiment, of fifty guns,

through this dreadful channel.

At the time d'Eilaign lay off Sandy

Hook with a fuperior force, and blocked

up the harbour of New York, he difpatched

fome
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fome fliips of the line round the eaft end

of Long Ifland to cruize in the Sound,

and to intercept any of the King's fhips.

At that time Sir James Wallace was cruiz-

ing at the mouth, and perceiving the

French vefTels, failed back into the Sound.

The French purfued, certain of the prize.

Sir James faw his danger, and being un-

able to engage fuch a fuperior force, ra-

ther than the fhip fhould fall into the

enemy's hands, made the bold attempt to

pafs through Hell Gates ; which was the

wonder and aftonifhment not only of the

French, who were obliged to return much

chagrined, but of all the captains of our

fleet ; as it was ever deemed a rafhnefs to

attempt, but was accomplifhed by an a<5t

of neceflity.

This afternoon I went down to the

beach, to fee the whale boat fet off with

difpatches for Lord Cornwallis's army,

and you cannot conceive how elated the

crew
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crew were, entertaining an idea of con-

veying tidings that would make them joy-

fully received.

As thefe are open boats, and have fo

many leagues to fail before they reach the

Chefapeak, you mull neceflarily conclude

the voyage to be attended with imminent

danger. Their intention is to coafl along

ihore, but may be frequently driven out

of fight of land ; the laft boat that came

from Lord Cornwallis^ was in that fitua-

tion for three days. They eafily evade

being taken, as they can fail in ihallow

water, and keep clofe in fhore. The boats

that pafs between the two armies have

little apprehenfion of being captured, ex-

cept in pafling through the French fleet at

the mouth of the Chefapeak.

Your's, 6cc.

LET-
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L ^ T T E Jl LXXVL

AVw Tcr/f, P^. 30, 1 78 1,

J^y DfAR FRIEND>

npHOUGH Long Ifland is in our pof-

-^ feffion, flill towards the eafl end

there are continual fcouting parties of

the Americans, that crofs the Sound from

the Conne6licut fhore, whofe fole bufmefs

is to plunder the inhabitants, and pick

up prifoners.

On crofling the Eafl River from New
York you land at Brooklyn, which is a

fcattered village, confifling of a few houfes.

At



THROUGH A M E R I C a; 54

1

At this place is an excellent tavern, where

parties are made to go and eat fifli ; the

landlord of which has faved an immenfe

fortune this war. At a fmall diftance from

the town are fome confiderable heights,

commanding the city of New York. On

thefe is ereded a ftrong regular fort, witli

four baftions. To defcribe the works

throwu up by the Americans upon this

ifland, would be beftowing more attention

on the fubje6l than it deferves, as they

a6lually cover the whole. They are

not only on grounds and fituations that

are extremely advantageous and command-

ing, but works of great flrenglh, that I

am at a lofs to account for their fo haftily

abandoning them, as they were certain by

fuch a flep to give up New York. I

am induced to believe, that Gen. Wafning-

ton thought the Americans were fo panic-

ftruck after the engagement, as our tmops

purfued them clofe to their lines, that

they would pot fland an aflault^ and if

his
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his lines were carried he was fenfible there

was no place of retreat, and that his army

mufl inevitably have been deftroyed.

Long Ifland is the largefl ifland from

Cape Florida to Cape Sable. It is one

hundred and thirty miles in length and

about fifteen miles in breadth, and from

its formation derives its name. The fouth

fide, next to the Atlantic, is low, level and

fandy, with extenfive bays within the land,

near the length of the ifland ; on that fide

oppofite the continent, the lands are high,

hilly and broken, but with a number of

fine bays and harbours. A chain of hills

runs through the middle of the ifland, the

whole length of it, from which there is

an extenfive view of the ocean and the ad-

joining continent.

The Plain is a perfect level, and what is

at phaenomenon in America, has not a tree

growing upon it. The foil isfaid to be

• • in<;apable
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incapable of producing trees, or any vege-

tation except a coarfe, grafs, and a kind of

brufli-wood or flirub which feldom grows

higher than four or five feet, and that

only on a particular part of the plain.

The foil of this plain is a black earth,

covered with a kind of mofs, and under

the earth, which is of a fpongy quality, is

a bed of gravel, which, confequently ab-

forbing the heaviefl rains, prevents the

water from remaiiiing on the ground ; it

therefore naturallv follows, that in wet

feafons there is abundance of grafs, and in

dry ones it is entirely parched up.

The plain fupports great quantities of

cattle, Ihecp and horfes, v/hich are fup-

plied with water from the ponds made

by the inhabitants in different places,

and, that they may retain the rain, have

clay bottoms ; for what is equally as re-

markable
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markable as the plain itfelf, there are no

fprings or running water throughout- its^

whole extent. This plain is of the na-

ture of our commons in England, having

no inclofures, and almoft uninhabited, ex-

cept a few public houfes for the conveni-

ence of travellers.

It is impoffible to defcribe the anxiety

of every one when the fleet left this place,

in full hopes and expe6lation, although it

had to fight its way through a much fu-

perior force, it would have been the means

of faving the gallant and brave army un-

der Lord Cornwallis j but language is un-

able to defcribe the feelings of every loyal

fubjeft, when the fleet returned, unable

to effect fo noble a purpofe 5 for three

days before the fleet made the Chefapeak,

that gallant army had furrendered to the

combined forces of France and America.

When
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When the Britifli fleet left Sandy Hook,

Gen. Wafliington had certain intelligence

of it, within forty^eight hours after it

failed, although at fuch a confiderable dif-

tance as near fix hundred miles, by means

of fignal guns and alarms. A very noto-

rious rebel in New York, from the top

of his houfe, hung out the fignal of a

white flag, the moment the fleet got un-

der way, which was immediately anfwered

by the firing of a gun at a fmall village

about a mile from our pofl: at Paulus

Hook; after that a continual firing oi

cannon was heard on the oppofite fliore ;

and about two days after the fleet failed,

was the period in which Gen. Wafliington

was fo prefllng for the army to furrender.

There is a fecrefy to be obferved in war,

neceflary to the well-condu6ling of plans,

and the execution of any particular mea-

fure that is concerted, which, being dif-

clofed, all is frufl:rated. This was the cafe

in the prefent infl:ance : the failing of the

Vol. IL N n fleet,



fleet, by a villain under the mafk of a

Loyalift, was revealed to the Americans -,

and to fimilar caufes may be accounted the

many fatal calamities attending our army

upon this continent.

The lofs of Lord Cornvi^allis's army is

too heavy a blow to be foon or eafily re-

covered ; it evidently mufl change the face

of affairs : for the vvar which commenced

in this country, and ought to have been

maintained in the offen five, muft nov^ de-

generate into a diflionorable defenfive i and

if Great Britain is determined to overcome

the Colonies, fhe mufl fend out a very

numerous reinforcement in the fpring, or

the. furrender of Lord Cornwallis may
be confidered as the clofmg fceneof the

whole continental war in America.

I have taken my paffage in the Swallow

Packet, which the latter end of the week

fails for England. I preferred coming

home
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home in the packet rather than a tran-

fport, not only as it is a better laihng

veilel, and having more hands is in lefs

danger of being captured -, but tlie trans-

ports in general are fo exceedingly crazy,

and their, bottoms fo very bad, owing to

their laying up fuch a length of time

in rivers, that they are unable to with-

ftand the boifterous winds and waves of a

winter's paflage.

As this is the laft letter you'll receive

from me in America, permit me, before I

bid a final farewel to it, to make fome

few reflexions on this unfortunate con-

tefl.

Although America, through France and

her naval power, may gn.in independence,

fhe will find in what an aukward predica-

ment fhe has involved herfelf, and how

convulfed the provinces mufl: be for a

N n 2 length
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length of years. As a new ftate (he muil

maintain or eftablifli her pubHc character,

and is bound, by every tie of policy, not

to defert her allies.

Alas, deluded Americans ! When too

late, you'll repent your raflmefs. Let me

impartially afk the moil fenfiblc among

them, When the Independency is eftablifh-

ed, will they poilefs that freedom and li-

berty as under the Englifh government ?

If their anfwer is impartial, they muft

declare, Certainly we fliall not ; but in a

few years perhaps we may. That period,

I am afraid, is at a great diftance. '

Much, indeed, are they entangled in

the cabals of a French court, which

will, fooner or later, not only endeavour

to enflave them in reality, but dif-

pofiefs them of their fouthern provinces.

It is not without jufl grounds I af-

fert that e'er half a. century elapfes,

America
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America will be fuing that prote6lion from

the mother country, which fhe has fo un-

gratefully defpifed, to fcreen her from the

perfecutions and tyranny of France. They

are confcious of being happy before this

unfortunate revolution, and will feel that

they are no longer fo ; [they mufl: inevita-

bly regret the change in fullen filence, or,

if they have any thing like fpirit left,

rouze into arms again.

Yours, &G.

N 3 LET-
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LETTER LXXVIII.

On board the Snjoallonv Packet , St. Mary^s Harbour
^^

in the IJlands of Scilly, Dec. 8, I jS i

.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

^N the day after our arrival here, Lord

Dahymple, who had the charge of

Sir Henry CHnton's difpatches, apprehen-

five that the packet might be detained for

a confiderable time by contrary winds,

and anxious to deUver difpatches of fq

much importance to the nation, hired a

fmall fifhing boat, and, notwithftanding

it blew a hard gale, regardlefs of the im-

minent dangers of the feas and furround-

ing enemies, fo much had he the public

fervice
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fervice at heart, that, nobly braving them,

he, at the utmoft rifk of his life, fet fail

in it from this place, accompanied by the

Earl of Lincoln, who was a pafTenger on

board the packet. From a lofty eminence

we faw the boat leave thefe iflands,

while the fea ran fo tremendous high, that

it was thought by every one they never

could reach the Englifh coaft.

• Strangers who land here, are conduct-

ed to the fpot where the body of that fa-

mous Admiral Sir Cloudeflcy Shovel was

found, after his fhipwreck in the year

1707. It was in a faiall cove called Port-

helifk near what is termed the Tolmens j

and it is handed down by tradition that

he was difcovered nalwd, and only didin-

guiihed from the mod ordinary failor un-

der his command, by having round his

neck a portrait of his royal miftrefs, on

rhe reverfe of wiiich was engraved his

name.

N n 4 A fand-
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A fand-bank offering itfelf very oppor-

tunely, as if for the very purpofc, he v^as

interred under it. Whoever has feen the

place, v^^ill allow it would have been dou-r

bly inhuman not to have buried him^

whoever he was. For my own part, it

recalled to my mind the argument that

Archytas inakes ufe of to befpeak the like

friendly office.

At tu nauta, vagx ne parce malignus arenaj,

Offibus & capiti inhumato,

Particulam dare.

Hdr. Od. xxviii. lib. i.

Hiffory informs us, that the body of

this great man was afterwards taken up,

and conveyed to Weftminfler abbey. A
fmall pit on this fandy green, is ftill vi-

fible.

Pulveris exigui parva munera. Ibid.

Thefe iflands are of great utility in time

of war, as they afford protedlion to trad-

ing
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ing vefiels and homeward-bound fhips,

which would by contrary winds, without

this refuge, be obUged to beat about in

the Channel, expofed to the danger^ of

being captured by the enemy.

The net .eftablifhijig a packet between

tliefe iflands and the main, is an incon-

venience to be lamented and a ground for

cenfure. I am confident it would bring

in a great revenue; for, during our

flay, a packet of letters was given to

the Captain of our fhip, nearly as large

as that he has brought from New York,

You w^ould fcarcely believe it, but they

have been feventeen weeks without any in-

tercourfe with the country. Such an in-

termiffion of correfpondence muft be ex-

tremely detrimental to trade. A fmall fhip

of about forty tons, to pafs and repafs as

the weather permitted, would, by freight

and trade, not only repay expences, but be

a handfome income to the owners.

The



554 INTERIOR TRAVELS

The utility of a frigate being ftationed

here, was noticed to me by feveral of the

inhabitants ^ for, during this war, a French

cutter came into the harbour,' with a view

to cut away the fhips at anchor 3 but a

frigate happening to be there at that time,

the cutter fheered off, and no other 'has

fmce made its appearance j which muft

arife from the idea that a frigate is actually

Rationed in thefe iflands.

The wind coming favorable, the Cap-

tain has defired the paflengers to repair on

board.

Yours, &c.

LET-
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LETTER LXXIX.

Falmouth, Die. 15, 1781

,

MY DEAR FRIEND,

"Y^ESTERDAY afternoon we left Scllly

•- Iflands, and arrived at this place

about one o'clock this morning. On go-

ing afhore, defcription would fall exceed-

ingly fhort of the tranfports I felt on fet-

ting my foot once more on my native land.

We here learnt, that after a very dan-

gerous pafiage, and being nearly captured

by a French cutter, Earl Lincoln and Lord

Dalrymple arrived fafe at Penzance, and a

few
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days ago palTed through this place for

town.

The former of thefe noblemen received

a (hock that mufl have funk deep indeed.

While they were changing horfes, a

hearfe was fetting off from the fame inn

for London ; and on his Lord;liip's en-

quiry concerning it, he was told it was a

corpfe that had arrived a few days fince

in the Lifbon packet. His curiofity and

his fears were awakened. It was the

corpfe of his brother. Lord John Pelham

Clinton, who, a few months fmce, had

gone over to Lifbon for the recovery of

his health. A brother whom he panted

to meet with—whofe affeclion was his

joy and his pride. Thus are our proud-

eft hopes, like a tower, propt but by a

broken reed, which is ever ready to break

!

Your own feelings can better exprefs the

fituation of his heart, on receiving the

melancholy
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melancholy information than my pen is

able to defcribc.

It is remarkable on the very day before

we put into Scilly Iflands, while we were

in purfuit of the fliip a-head of us, he

expreflcd vail anxiety about his brother,

as he had not had letters from him for

fome months, adding, with a gloominefs,

that he hoped he fliould have fome ac-

counts by the next packet. The fliip then

in fight proved to be the Lifbon Packet,

which had his brother's dead body on

board.

Having fully complied with your re-

queft, on my leaving England, of em-

bracing every opportunity to let you hear

from me, and as this will be the lafl of

our literary correfpondence, permit me,

before I conclude, to apologize for any in-

accuracies of expreiilon, and every little

fault
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This book was rebacked using the

original boards. Canapetta bookcloth

was used on the spine and corners

and marbled paper was used for the

endsheets. Bugra paper was used as

a buffer between the endsheets and

textblock. May 2001




